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A summary of the Main Oregon Trail Back Country Byway project including a
description of the route, signs to be installed, budget, match source, and contact
person.

Presented to:

Idaho Scenic Byways Advisory Committee
Idaho Transportation Department

P.O. Box 7129

Boise, ID 83707

Prepared by:

The Idaho Chapter of the Oregon-California Trails Association
Jerry Eichhorst, Vice-President

2013 S. Trapper Cove Avenue

Boise, ID 83709

208-321-4519

Please contact Jerry Eichhorst for any questions about signs along the byway.
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Project Overview

The Main Oregon Trail Back Country Byway (MOTBCB) will follow the main
Oregon Trail from Three Island Crossing of the Snake River near Glenns
Ferry to Bonneville Point southeast of Boise. The route provides access to
the ruts and swales of the Oregon Trail as it stretches northwest across the
desert and farmland of Elmore and Ada Counties. Some of the finest
remnants of the Oregon Trail within Idaho lie along this route. There are
many historically significant sites and locations where the traveler can view
or hike the ruts which remain after over 150 years. County and state roads
will be followed for the byway which is 101 miles in total length.

This byway is sponsored by the Idaho chapter of the Oregon-California Trails
Association (IOCTA) in cooperation with the Bureau of Land Management.
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Summarg of Signs

Various types of signs will be used to enhance the traveler’s experience
along the Main Oregon Trail Back Country Byway.

e Large mapboard signs which describe the entire route will be located
at 3 high-traffic areas along the byway.

e Interpretive signs will describe the sites of interest at 10 locations
along the byway.

e Posters will be used to draw attention to the byway in the I-84 Blacks
Creek and Bliss rest areas.

e Byway directional signs will be used to guide the traveler along the
byway and highlight the points of interest.

A map showing the byway route and locations of all mapboard and
interpretive signs is shown in Appendix A.

Maphoard Signs

Mapboard signs will be 4’ x 8’ signs mounted on heavy timbers per ITD
standards as are used for state historical marker signs and other byway
mapboard signs. All of the signs will contain the same graphic depicting the
byway route and the sites a traveler may see along the route. These signs
will be placed in the following locations:

e M1. Glenns Ferry

On the bluff overlooking the Snake River at the south end of
Commercial Street.

e M2. Mountain Home
At the Desert Mountain Visitor Center at Exit 95 of I-84.
e M3. Highway 20

At the Rattlesnake Station historical marker sign turnout 8 miles north
of I-84 on Highway 20.

Interpretive Signs

Ten sites have been identified at which interpretive signs will be installed.
Most of these are are locations where the traveler has good access to the
Oregon Trail and may hike in the ruts of the area. The signs will have a map
of the specific area showing where the trail is located as well as historical
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information and diary quotes pertaining to the site. The signs will consist of
a sloping panel supported by two legs and will be constructed of heavy
gauge steel. Panels will be approximately 36” x 24" in size.

The interpretive sites are:
I01. Two Island Crossing
I02. Old Oregon Trail Road Crossing
I03. Hot Springs Creek
I04. Hot Springs
I05. Rattlesnake Creek
I06. Kelton Road crossing
I07. Canyon Creek
I08. Ditto Creek
I09. Bowns Creek
I110. Blacks Creek Road Crossing

Posters

Poster displays of the Main Oregon Trail Back Country Byway have been developed
for the interior glass-enclosed display cases at the Blacks Creek and Bliss rest areas
on I-84. These posters will provide a map of the route with a description of the
byway, diary quotes, and how to obtain more information about the byway. A
picture of the poster is available in Appendix B.

Byway Marker Signs

The MOTBCB will have directional signs designating the byway route and
attractions, particularly in communities along the route. ITD, Elmore and Ada
County sign ordinances will be followed in the design and placement of these
directional signs.

Main Oregon Trail Back Country Byway Sign Proposal Page 6



Project Costs

The primary costs for this byway are the creation of graphic content for the signs,
construction of the signs, and installation of the signs.

Graphic Development

¢ Independent Graphic Artist

o Aldis Garsvo is a graphic artist recommended by the ITD. Aldis has been
working with Jerry Eichhorst to develop the mapboard and interpretive
sign content. Jerry provided information about the sites including
historical relevance, satellite photos, current pictures and diary quotes to

provide enough background information for Aldis to develop appropriate
materials.

e BLM Graphic Artist

o Antonia Hedrick of the BLM has created and printed the posters to be
used in the rest areas. She used a graphic developed by the BLM which is
also used on the interpretive signs at Bonneville Point. An example of this
graphic is shown below. Her work was included as part of the BLM
contribution to the byway. Antonia has provided permission for the ITD
to use this graphic on the byway marker signs.

e ITD Graphic Artist

o Pauline Davis of the ITD has been working on creating the graphics for
the byway marker signs. She is using the same graphic for the byway
marker signs. This will lend consistency to the signs throughout the
route. Her work is included as part of the ITD contribution to the byway.
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Materials

Mapboard signhs and byway route marker signs will be created by the ITD in
their print shop. Interpretive signs will be developed and fabricated by an
outside company. Posters have been printed by the BLM.

lastallation

Glenns Ferry Public Works Department will install a mapboard sign and
an interpretive sign on the bluff overlooking the Snake River at the
south end of Commercial Street

o M1 Mapboard sign
o I01 Two Island Crossing
Glenns Ferry Highway District will install interpretive signs:
o I02 Old Oregon Trail Road crossing
o I03 Hot Springs Creek
o I04 Hot Springs

City of Mountain Home will install a mapboard sign located at the
Desert Mountain Visitor Center

o M2 Mapboard sign

ITD District 3 will install a mapboard sign and an interpretive sign on
Highway 20 at the Rattlesnake Station historical marker pullout

o M3 Mapboard sign
o I05 Rattlesnake Creek
Mountain Home Highway District will install interpretive signs:
o I06 Kelton Road
o I07 Canyon Creek
o I08 Ditto Creek
o I09 Bowns Creek
Ada County Highway District will install interpretive sign:
o I10. Blacks Creek Road Crossing

Byway marker signs will be installed by the Glenns Ferry Highway
District, Mountain Home Highway District, Ada County Highway District
and the Glenns Ferry Public Works Department in their jurisdictions.
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Project Budget

Development Costs
e Aldis Garsvo $9,500
Total Development Costs $9,500

Material Costs

e Mapboard signs

o Estimated cost $1000 each x 3 signs $3000
e Interpretive signs

o Estimated cost $900 each x 10 signs $9000
e Posters

o Actual cost $140 for satin canvas $140

o Includes 8 full-size and 2 smaller posters and spray sealant
e Byway marker signs
o Estimated cost $100 each x 50 signs $5000

Total Material Costs $17,140

Installation Costs

e Glenns Ferry Public Works Department

o 1 mapboard sign @ $1000 $1000
o 1 interpretive sign @ $500 $500
o 10 byway route marker signs @ $200 $2000
e Glenns Ferry Highway District
o 3 interpretive signs @ $500 $1500
o 20 byway route marker signs @ $200 $4000
e Mountain Home Highway District
o 1 mapboard sign @ $1000 $1000
o 4 interpretive signs @ $500 $2000
o 20 byway route marker signs @ $200 $4000
e Ada County Highway District
o 1 interpretive sign @ $500 $500
o 10 byway route marker signs @ $70 $700
e ITD
o 1 mapboard sign @ $1000 $1000
o 5 byway route marker signs @ $100 $500
Total Installation Costs (estimated) $18,700
TOTAL BUDGETED COSTS (estimated) $45,340
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Match Source

A grant of $23,000 is in place between IOCTA and the Bureau of Land Management
for the development and creation of signs along the proposed byway. This grant is
payable to the Oregon-California Trails Association by the BLM. ITD will enter into

an agreement with the Idaho Chapter of the Oregon-California Trails Association to
use the BLM grant money for the byway project signs.

IOCTA will advance $10, 000 from the BLM grant to the ITD to secure matching
federal byway grant money. ITD has set aside $40,000 in federal byway grant
money which will be used as a match to the IOCTA contribution from the BLM
grant. A payment of $140 has been made from the BLM grant for expenses
incurred in purchasing the canvas for the rest area posters.

Any BLM grant money not used for the development of the signs will be used
towards reprinting the byway booklet. It would be beneficial to preserve some
money for the reprinting in order to print a larger quantity and reduce the unit cost.

Based upon the estimated project cost of $45,340, the funding breakout is

Federal matching byway grant funds $35,200
IOCTA / BLM initial grant advance $10,000
IOCTA / BLM grant payment $140
Total estimated cost of byway signs $45,340
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Appendiz A ~ Byway Sign Locations

M=mapboard sign, I=interpretive sign, P=posters
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Appendiz B - Poster for Rest Areas

Main Oregon Trail Back Country Byway
Travel the route of Hhousands of pionears a: they cromad the Snake River and dusty

sagebruch plains of southern Idahe, walk mm the ruts created by wagons and weary

Suidzpoals are avalsbie 5t ELW oMces in Bolze and Doal merchants in
Gierrs Famy and Mountain Home. For more inforation, cortsct B BUM or
idaha Chapher of fre Oregor-Calfomis Tralk Associstion ab wwas ksmo0CTA org
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