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HOT NEW TRAIL RUTS: ONE BENEFIT OF WILDFIRES                          Editor 
Anyone with good sense has an aversion to out-of-control fires, anywhere! But some years ago 
when fire burned a large amount of old-growth timber and brush in Yellowstone Park some 
people almost lost control of good sense and got personally and emotionally involved! When all 
was over and composures were back under control it was discovered, as some wiser people had 
contended during the fires, fire was one of the best things that could have happened for the 
overall good of the land. No one had pleasure in the loss of some animal life, but most people 
finally arrived at the truth that fire has ever been a part of the cycling of time and weather, the 
natural control of some geographic situations—and extremely beneficial. In most instances rut-
nuts could also claim that fire is very good for historic trail preservation! 
 

During the Reno, NV, OCTA Convention many people 
from across the country had the pleasure of seeing, 
hiking and experiencing some of the California Trail that 
had been lost or hidden for a long time. A forest fire had 
cleared a ridge upon which emigrants had passed many 
years ago, and trail enthusiasts were able to mark the 
discernable trail that probably would never have been 
discovered otherwise! Others with little interest in 
historic trails and preservation may argue that the loss of 
timber and game habitat was not worth the cost, but 
sometimes providence allows some exclusive benefits 
even for rut-nuts. Yes, there are other benefits also!  
 
A range fire in early summer, 2005, at Glenns Ferry, ID, 
did a big favor for the beginning of the South Alternate 
Trail, going west from the point along the south side of 
the Snake River. When Wally Meyer had originally 
marked that route as a BLM employee, some 15 years 
ago, he had marked parts of the main route close to the 
river where this later fire occurred. In 2003, when some 
I-OCTA members replaced markers and remarked that 
route great care was taken to discover parts of a variant 
some distance back from the river. All parts were not 
found in the dense foliage.  
 
A question remained even then about the main route. 
Only about a quarter mile from where the trail dropped 
down a steep grade to the river’s edge, as the trail began 
to turn from NW around a river bend and land extension 

 

on the bank, it disappeared. About 150 yards to the west 
the trail reappeared. In both places it was obvious that 
part of the river bank had fallen into the river. The 
question arose whether this had occurred after emigrant 
travel ceased! The fire answered that question!      McGill 

 
  UPPER RIDGE ROUTE—NEWLY EXPOSED TRAIL RUTS 
During the marking in 2003, it was evident that next to 
the area where the trail had fallen into the river was an 
extremely rocky and steep side-bank, with no sign of a 
variant that could be found that would have connected 
the ruts ends (top photo next page). The fire had exposed 
part of a ramp down the steep bank going to the west end 
of the original ruts that remaine--a connector. New ruts  



 
    SATTELITE PHOTO OF THE EASTERN END OF REMAINING SOUTH ALTERNATE—A LATER FIRE CLEARED THE AREA 
were made visible from the SE, a junction connecting 
the upper and lower routes. (Satellite photo.) The bank 
had probably washed away sometime late during the 
great migration because the ramp and connector from the 
SE had quite shallow ruts compared to the main trail! 
 
Some carsonite markers were burned to a crispy grey-
black bacon strip! The fire ruined from 6-7 older and  

 
rather new carsonites that must be replaced, and several 
only singed and discolored. A few needed only new 
decals. But with the exception of a few short sections 
where the trail has disappeared, now all the remaining 
ruts can be marked and locations mapped accurately!  
_____________________________________________ 
MEANWHILE, TRAIL MARKING. . . .  
The regularly scheduled field trip to complete some 
more marking of the Oregon Trail, NW of Glenns Ferry, 
on the Alkali Creek sections of ruts, fell on the nicest 
day! One day between several hot days of mostly clouds 
and cooler temperatures allowed some comfort during 
the trail marking on July 9, 2005. Wally Meyer, leader, 

Bill Wilson, Jane and Gill Wiley, and this Editor and 
wife, Patti, started the day across some ruts north of 
Bennett Mt. Rd., not having been visited for many years. 
 
The first hike of almost one mile found a few old 
markers in place, but most needing new decals. They 
stretch from Bennett Mt. Rd., NW toward Alkali Cr., 
contain Class #1 ruts, and are easily followed. From a 
power line road that intersects the trail where some 
members drove the vehicles, the trail was driven upon 
for a short distance before the ruts began a parallel run. 
These were very deep swales going mostly down-hill, 
northerly to Alkali Creek.                                       McGill 

 
WIDE-WORN CROSSING AT ALKALI  CREEK—HALF WAY 
Near Alkali Creek a connector to the North Alternate 
Trail—almost 4 miles to the NE, and connecting at Blair 
Trail Reservoir—allowed cross trafficking. In some 
places on to the NW the Alternate was better trail than 
the Oregon Trail, and some trains may have chosen to 
follow that part of the younger route. 
 
A hike up the O. T. ruts from the northern side of Alkali  



Creek allowed the checking and marking of the trail and 
some short variants over a low ridge. And then the hike 
back down, totaling another mile or more before lunch, 
made the reasonable weather very much appreciated! 

 
 AN OLD MARKER, A MUCH OLDER WIDE SWALE, AND A   
   NEW TRAIL DECAL—DOWN TOWARD WALKER ROAD  
Backtracking out to the south the touring/marking crew 
drove around to near the south end of Walker Road and 
began marking back the opposite way from where the 
private land across that road intersects that trail. There 
several years ago the public had started an open trash 
dump along the trail. Wally Meyer was instrumental in 
getting the BLM fire crews to clean that area, and the 
ruts have returned to nearly Class 1 trail! Unfortunately 
there still remains close by a little scattered trash and a 
couple of old refrigerators! 
 
This area, with a branching of the trail on the southern 
end, required mostly new markers. Finishing the day 
four members hiked southeasterly on the southern 
branch of the trail, away from Walker road and to the 
area that had been reached across Alkali Creek, and then 
turned back northwesterly on the second branch, both 
branches terminating at the private property fence. This 
hike was about 1.5 miles on, first, some good ruts and 
then some great, deep ruts on the second branch. 
Only two short sections of the Oregon Trail remain to be 
remarked between Glenns Ferry and Mountain Home. 
_____________________________________________ 
GOODALE NORTH VARIANT TRIP 
The regular scheduled field trip to share the trail on the 
Willow Creek and Crane Creek vatiant of the Goodale 
Cutoff north of Emmett was on Saturday, July 30, 2005. 
Six I-OCTA members shared the experience with your 
Preservation Officer. Because of the high grasses and 
dry conditions the only route that was available to travel 
without high fire dangers was the central route of the 
Boise Goodale trail system going north of Emmett. The 
improved roads that run parallel with much of the trail 
made that drive and some short hikes possible.  
 
All of those that enjoyed the trip were members that 
rarely get to go along on the Idaho outings. The very 
first timer was Jim Vance of the Boise Valley. He and 

his wife have belonged to the Chapter for about 2 years, 
having gotten acquainted with this Editor during one of 
our trail presentations to a college class, at Hagerman. 
 
Marley and Gary Shurtleff of Renton, WA, who have 
maintained a membership with the Idaho Chapter, drove 
to Idaho to be involved. They were both raised in the 
Weiser and Payette areas. They also brought along Gerri 
Coombs of Boise, her 12 year old daughter, Maille, and 
10 year old son, Connor. Two years ago the Coombs’  
older son worked with I-OCTA, and completed a scout 
project in marking some of the South Alternate trail in 
Owyhee County.                                                      McGill 

 
 GARY (R. to L .), MAILLE, GERRI, &  MARLEY ON A TRAIL   
 HIKE UP FROM HAWE CR.—CONNOR BEHIND MOTHER 
The day was very warm, but air conditioned vehicles and 
a good breeze when participants got out at times to hike 
and to look at the ruts made the day pleasant. Even a 
nice sized rattlesnake crossing the road at Sucker Creek, 
which everyone got out to see, raised more curiosity than 
temperatures—or fear! 
 
A second medium length hike on the trail across Little 
Willow Flat, 10 miles south of Crane Creek Reservoir, 
involved some good ruts that are, in places, ingrown 
with sage brush, but still very visible across the flat. 
When the Shurtleff vehicle eventually turned back 
toward Boise, Jim Vance was taken on north to an area 
where a present road follows the ruts for about a mile 
NNE, before turning NW across an unexplored valley. 
This is one of the areas that was mentioned in the reports 
of the Cambridge trip in May, when this variant was 
followed in part back to the south from the Salubria site. 
 
A round-trip hike of a couple of miles across a tall- 
grassy area and up the entrance to the unexplored valley 
failed to locate the connection of that part of the trail—in 
an area where obvious erosion has change geography. 
Later, during a trip to terraserver.microsoft.com on the 
internet, to maps and photos of that valley, the satellite 
photos did portray the remaining trail beyond our hiked 
area. The trail runs for about 4 miles exactly where the 
old land plats indicate the road ran in the 1800s, before 
disappearing in the farmland along Crane Creek.  



Part of the trail is being accessed to reach a present day 
stock pond from the NW. Even with a portion of the ruts 
now gone, the line of the trail is exact, and where it was 
expected to be found! Private land permission would be 
needed before marking any of this segment of Goodale 
North. The trail has gaps where ruts have disappeared. 

 
RUT TRACES EVIDENT BEGINING FOUR-MILE SEGMENT   
  WHICH WILL BE EXPLORED IN THE FALL OR SPRING 
Though Tim Goodale and his train did not travel this 
variant in 1862, probably because of the excessive road 
building that would have been required, it immediately 
replaced the longer route segment to Middle Weiser 
River that Goodale followed—down the Payette River, 
north through Payette, NE to the Mann Creek valley, and 
then over Midvale Hill. The March 1863 road report of 
W. P. Norton, who drove into the Boise Basin, indicated 
that early wagons were able to travel the Crane Creek 
route by then. Miners and stagers evidently had done the 
work that was necessary to open the route to wagons! 
 
The information for trail enthusiasts, emigrant history 
buffs and good old rut-nuts, is that the variant became 
the primary emigrants’  and miners’  route (in both 
directions) for about 30 years. The great ruts that still 
remain do mark the route of the best preserved part of 
the Goodale North along any section north of Emmett.   
_____________________________________________   
IT’S A GOOD DAY!      Rick Wagner, NPS 
 
I am very pleased to report to you that all acquisition 
actions, including deed recordation and payment dis-
bursements, have now been successfully completed for 
the NPS acquisition of the icon CIRO property, Register 
Rock. MUCH appreciation has to be extended to the 
IDP&R, the Oregon-California Trail Assn., and The 
Conservation Fund for coming to the "rescue" with 
contributions and additional acquisition commitments 
that supplemented our acquisition funding and overall 
strategy for this very significant acquisition. 
 
When the second round of acquisition occurs for this 
landowner©s property outside the Reserve near the Castle 

Rock State Park, this will/could be a notable example for 
the Secretary©s/Director©s "4 Cs" being successfully 
implemented.  This is the beginning of the "end" of a 
five-year plus course of negotiations and acquisition 
strategy and is proudly the product of a number of 
critical contributions from our valuable partners.  It also 
represents one of, if not THE, highest percentage over-
appraisal payments ever authorized by the Washington 
Office for a property not being the subject of a condem-
nation action. Clearly, this property has significant 
national interest values because of this one-of-a-kind 
cultural resource (the inscription rocks) in a national 
park. 
 
Hope this is good news to you all and that it©ll be a 
fitting prelude for a good weekend!                     Rick 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Meet the 2005 convention logo! Utah Crossroads 
Chapter, your convention host, gets its name from the 
many emigrant trails that cross the state, a number of 
them passing through, meeting or ending in Salt Lake 
City. Our logo calls attention to the roads entering from 
the East-a branch of the California Trail (including the 
Hastings Cutoff) and Mormon Pioneer  Trail, the 
Southern Route heading for the San Bernardino country 
in the Los Angeles Basin, the Hastings Cutoff passing 
west from Salt Lake across the Great Salt Desert, and 
north of the city Hensley's Salt Lake Cutoff of the 
California Trail-a route pioneered by returning Mormon 
Battalion members but soon used by 25,000 Gold 
Rushers—and a connection to the Oregon Trail. The Old 
Spanish Trail traversed Utah south of Salt Lake. 

Remnants of most of these roads can be found in the city 
and some of the old campsites and routes are just yards 
from the convention hotel. 

You©ll see lots of the logo during the convention and 
when you do we hope you©ll remember all the trail 
activity in these parts 150 years ago. Utah is truly a 
trails crossroads. ---The Organizing Committee                   
Contact Vern-- vergor@wasatchnet.net            
CONVENTION------Week of August 15-20  



A WEEK WITH THE EMIGRANTS:   
HOT, THIRSTY AND TIRED             
(From NW-OCTS news, I-OCTA Members invited)  

Northwest Chapter OCTA members will walk in the 
footprints of the emigrants, at the same time of year as 
the emigrants, and surely experience the same emigrant 
hardships, during our trail marking and mapping outing 
this August. 
  
Starting Tuesday morning, August 23rd, and finishing on 
the following Tuesday evening, August 30th, for eight 
days, we will travel over three segments of the Oregon 
Trail, placing Carsonite markers and installing heavy 
cement posts. The entire trail needs to be GPS mapped 
and have its features described. . . . . 
  
The first trail segment covers five miles on each side of 
Keeney Pass south of Vale, Oregon. This 10-mile 
section contains a BLM Interpretative Kiosk and has 
been marked with Carsonite markers and, many years 
ago, BLM cement posts. We have one repaired cement 
post to install, several Carsonite markers to place, and 
some to reposition. There are many dual and triple 
parallel ruts in this section. The paved road is close to 
the trail the entire ten miles. 
  
The second trail segment runs from several miles north 
of Vale to Birch Creek near Farewell Bend on the Snake 
River. This 20-mile-plus section has some excellent trail 
ruts, but much of the trail is under the two-track dirt 
road. We will be installing a number of BLM repaired 
cement posts along the route, as well as placing 
Carsonite markers. There are a several alkali springs 
along the route with bad water for animals and 
emigrants. Emigrants did their best to make the trip from 
the Malheur River to Birch Creek in one effort, and 
many traveled at night to escape the heat of the day. We 
are fortunate that the dirt road is close to the trail all the 
way. Our modern wagons will have air conditioning and 
carry lot of cool fresh water for the "emigrants" that 
need a break! 
  
During the several days it will take to complete this 
second segment, a special team will be needed to repair 
and construct a fence walk-through at the Van Ornum 
gravesite just north of Farewell Bend on old highway 30. 
This site was interpreted by the Idaho Chapter a couple 
of years ago. The winter weather and range cattle have 
not been kind to the opening in the fence. 
 
The third segment to be mapped and marked is a four-
mile, 2,000 foot climb, up Sisley Creek, across the 
divide, and down 1,700 feet in three miles to Swayze 
Creek. This is the route around Gold Hill that the 
emigrants took to avoid the impassable Burnt River 

Canyon. The trail has three or four Carsonites at the top 
of the pass, where the ruts are pretty obvious. The route 
up to the pass is the area where metal detectors may be 
used to see if artifacts can be found to verify the trail 
route. Both private property owners have given their 
permission to mark the trail over their lands. The 
graveled road is close, but the hike will be tough. . .    
- - - - - - 
Information: 
Gail Carbiener  mcgccarb@cmc.net    541-593-2190 
- - - - - - -  
Patti and this Editor will be with the group for the 
first three days of the trip, 208 250 6045, and staying 
at the Bates (Psycho) Motel  in Vale. ����  541-473-3234         
_____________________________________ 
THE GOODALE NORTH: Trail Routes 
Boise to Brownlee Ferry           James McGill 
 
Now available on CD, with 10 added reports-- 
colored-photoS, 8-12 pages each--Word files--of the 
trail/variants! Reports were written on various dates 
after traveling the routes, but are listed on the CD 
with the progress from Boise to the Ferry. The last 
three reports cover the variant north of Emmett, ID. 
 
Under the title above is a documented research 
paper, 65 pages, on the history of the route Tim 
Goodale followed across Idaho in 1862—specific-
ally the portion of the Goodale Cutoff NW of Boise 
to Brownlee Ferry. The documentation also covers 
one var iant route, started in 1863, following along 
south of the Payette River. (The Goodale Train had 
followed the north side, “bluff”  route.)  Soon many 
emigrants going on to Oregon followed both of 
these routes--across the Snake River on Olds Ferry. 
 
A second earlier var iant, which began as a pack 
trail in 1862, north of Emmett and on to the Middle 
Weiser River, was also soon the route of emigrant 
wagons, and for the next 30 years. A few emigrants 
and many miners went on to Oregon across the 
Brownlee Ferry, and many came back to the Boise 
Basin gold discoveries. This var iant replaced part 
of Goodale’s original route, from north of Payette to 
Cambridge, over the terrible road on Midvale Hill. 
 
CD’s are available from this editor for $5.00, which 
included all of the packaging and shipping costs. 
James McGill    305 Melba Dr.     Nampa, ID 83686 
 
The Paper, without the photo reports, can also be 
accessed at idahogenealogy.com/goodale/index.htm 
__________________________________________ 



RENEW I-OCTA MEMBERSHIP---NOW  
Does the blue date on your label still read 
“Apr. 2005?”  Last issue TD unless renewed! 
Please send your  $10 (for  individuals) to Bill Wilson, 
Treasurer , 5204 Waterwheel Dr ive, Boise, ID 83703-
3130. Trail Dust subscr ibers, please send your  $10, 
your  name, address, phone number , &  email to Bill! 
 
REMEMBER THE ABOVE NOTE LAST 
MONTH? SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE DECID-
ED TO END THIS PUBLICATION, AND WE 
RESEPECT THAT CHOICE. OTHERS WILL BE 
SURPRISED THAT YOUR LABLE STILL SAYS 
APRIL 2005! THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO 
LOOK DOWN AT THE LABEL NOW!! 
 
SOME EXPIRED ADDRESSES WERE MOVED TO 
EMAIL THIS TIME SO THAT EVERYONE HAS 
ONE MORE OPPORTUNITY TO GET RENEWED! IF 
YOU CHOOSE TO RENEW AND ASK, WE WILL 
PUT YOU BACK ON THE SNAIL MAIL LIST. WE 
SINCERELY HOPE THAT THIS PAPER IS WORTH 
YOUR $10, BUT AS A MEMBER THERE ARE 
MANY OTHER BENEFITS ALSO. MEMBERS, DO 
PLEASE RENEW NOW! WE APPRECIATE YOU! 
 
 
 
 
James McGill, Editor 
Idaho Chapter of OCTA 
305 Melba Drive 
Nampa, Idaho 83686 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE REALIZE THAT SOME MAY NOT, WITHIN 
THEIR OWN SITUATIONS, BE ABLE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MEMBER ACTIVITIES. THIS 
EDITOR IS MAKING AN OFFER FOR THOSE WHO 
STILL WANT THE PAPER AS A SUBSCRIPTION. 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2005, ALL SUBSCRIB-
ERS WHO WILL SEND AT LEAST $7 TO BILL 
WILSON, AND INDICATE, “SUBSCRIPTION,”  THE 
EDITOR WILL PAY THE EXTRA $3 INTO THE 
TREASURY TO KEEP THE PAPERS COMING. 
 
EACH PAPER COSTS ABOUT 60 CENTS TO 
PRODUCE IN COLOR, AND 37 CENTS TO MAIL, 
NOT COUNTING ANY LABOR, EQUIPMENT 
COSTS, OR OTHER. WE MAIL FROM 9-11 TIMES 
EACH YEAR! THIS IS THE BEST BARGAIN YOU 
CAN GET THESE DAYS, AND YOU CAN ALSO 
HAVE YOUR TRAIL RELATED STORIES PRINTED 
AND SHARED WITH OTHERS FOR NOTHING!____ 
DISCOVERY OF THE CHAMPAGNE STAGE 
STATION and BIG BUTTE STAGE STATION 
PIONEERS are still available from this Editor, now 
at cost plus shipping!  $20 per set!!____________ 
   
Sept. 10-11 Hudspeth Cutoff Marking. Jim McGill.  
Meet at Lava Hot Springs. (Email or call for details) 
Sept. 17 Fall Board Meeting 10 AM Arco location TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


