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OCTA'S 25" ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION: NEBRASKA

EDITOR

One landmark that easily identifies the Gering/&txuff, NB, area of the Oregon/California
Trails to the west, and trail routes nearby, isairse the great bluff itself with five major

rock formations and other parts of the ridge thakenup the bluff. Though the sun has set
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SOUTHERN END OF SCOTTS BLUFF NATIONAL MONUMENT, WES TERLY FROM AMPHITHEATRE OFF COUNTY ROAD P

long ago on the emigrant trains, pony express #mel distorical travel the history is being
preserved in many ways, in monuments, historiceiletp archives and other related groups’
records—and in some good preservation of sectibtieeld trail ruts & swales themselves!

During the week of August 7-11, for this Editor the
came a grand return to the state of Nebraska @@ter
years. And probably no area could have been more
enjoyed by all OCTA members than the miles between
sites to the east of the convention in Gering—Mud
Springs Pony Express Station, Courthouse and Jail-
house Rocks and Chimney Rock, and sites to the west
the deep Guernsey mudstone-cut trail ruts and Fort
Laramie, WY! With the trail-related presentations,
workshops and other activities, including good reeal
and entertainment, the quarter-century of OCTA was
well celebrated. The Nebraska chapter hosted a good
observance even though it was planned in a shoe:-ti

I-OCTA members and others who volunteered to assist
spent many hours at the Idaho 2008 convention table
advertise, entice, hand out brochures, and sedldrad
tee-shirts with the 2008 Logo for the Idaho coniemnt
They personally met many members from other states.
This effort was quite successful, at least in ggtthe

word out and getting many very positive responses
from others who want to come and enjoy Idaho’dgrai

Glenn Harrison, OR, took over as President of OCTA
as Vern Gorzitze, UT, finished his term. Greg Freaz
was the Keynote Speaker. He was one leader who
helped in organizing OCTA 25 years ago, and he



presented the history of the work done to bringuabo
the organization. McGill Photos

GREG FRANZWA, KEYNOTE SPEAKER IN GERING, NB
It is noteworthy to share the information from aeaet
OCTA survey requesting future convention informa-
tion from members. On the question about in which
states members would like to have a conventionddah
was the highest pick by 93.5% of members—a total
pick of “likely” and “very likely” attendance. Itds
been 11 years since Idaho shared emigrant routes/
history! Wyoming was second choice with 92.8%. Our
planning committee members are looking for a very
good sized group, reflected by the many members who
have personally approached I-OCTA members and
have requested and encouraged our convention. And o
course NWOCTA has chosen to co-sponsor with us!

WIDE SWALE—OR-CAL TRAILS AT THE MONUMENT
Some of the business finished by the OCTA board and
the membership was several adjustments to the new
OCTA Budget and its approval, a new ‘Trails
Collection Donations to OCTA' policy statement was
approved, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with the American Heritage Center at the University
Wyoming was adopted, and the Colorado Cherokee
Chapter’s proposal to locate the 2009 OCTA Conven-
tion in Loveland, Colorado was approved.

This motion was passed. “OCTA supports & encour-
ages development of a defined boundary for ‘South
Pass.’ [Wyoming] Within this area protection of the
trails and their setting should be consistent with

historic nature of the area. The boundary should be
defined recognizing both public & private land own-
ership in the area. OCTA intends to be an active
participant in the definition of the boundary & the
levels of protection for sites & segments in theitdo
Pass Area.”

Complete board minutes can be obtained from Bernie
Rhoades at his emailfhoarclass@aol.com

ONE OF SEVERAL SECTIONS GUERNSEY WAGON RUTS

CHIMNEY ROCK ON THE TRAILS EAST OF GERING, NB
Dave Welch, OCTA board member and national Pres-
ervation Officer, resigned his last year as a board
member, but will finish one more year as OCTA'’s
chief preservationist. Brent Reber was electedhistH
Dave'’s last year on the board.

With thankfulness and humility it is stated heratth
this Editor was surprised and awardedtesrill J.



Mattes Award for Excellence in Writirigr the story in
our Overland Journathe past year concerning damage
to Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff in Butte County, ID. Paft
the damage to the trail was worsened from eauier r
disturbances, and more new obliteration along @smil
of the original Jeffrey 1852 trail, and Goodalesite

of 1862. This damage is between Springfield, 1l an
Big Southern Butte, and 1.5 mi. also NW of the éutt
Thanks to everyone who helped in the re-marking of
that route, and contributing to preservation ofsame.

Other awards were given to people who are active
preservationists, friends of the trails and invdive
people who are working together to increase the
published history of emigrant trails. OCTA gratéful
recognizes members and non-members alike who are
partners in the great work of our association! A
complete list of the awards and other convention
information will be found in the next issue ldéws

From the Plains
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The Idaho chapter of OCTA, with NWOCTA fully
involved as well as other local historical groupsiow

in need of concentrating on finishing the planréamgl
implementation of the dBconvention in Nampa, ID,
August 5-9, 2008! Information on motels and other
things will be given in later issues fail Dust (Many
guestions were asked of our members in Gering about
Nampa motels!) The Convention Center will be 1.5 to
3 miles fromevery clean and comfortabieotel that is
cooperating with I-OCTA—and with a probable shuttle
periodically looping around to all of them.

CHECKING A 2008 CONVENTION HIKE
On Julyl6, 2007, Wayne Burck traveled for several
hundred miles from Albany, OR, to Idaho to take a 3
hour ride along a section of the South Alternategdn
Tralil. This takes dedication in the part of OCTA
members, in this case for one who has volunteered t
assist Wally Meyer on the 2008 Convention hiking
tour of part of the Idaho and National Historic iLra

WAYNE & WALLY ON TRAIL CUT OVER MURPHY RIM
This hike will supply a tour for those hearty/heglt
members who always want an opportunity for a good

hike during the convention. Of course the August
weather will undoubtedly be quite warm, and though
the trail will be rather level for most of the hjlal

who consider this possible hike will be well- cangéd
about the need for great health and stamina!

The ‘Wally and Wayne Walk’ will be along a segment
of trail that just happens to be the first thas tditor
and Patti helped I-OCTA members to mark several
years ago upon joining OCTA. A few markers are
needed to replace and update the trail indicasorse
replaced on July 16, and more on a later trip lecfloe
convention. There are class #1 swales along most of
the 4.5 miles that will be hiked.

A JEFFREY-GOODALE PASS MARKED
July 20, 2007, was an 86 degree day, and on July 21
was 84, with nice breezes, along the Jeffrey-Gaodal
Cutoff near the Craters of the Moon Monument lands!
Rut-nut weather could not have been better for that
time of year and in that location!

The first steep climb over a small pass after eanity
had chosen to follow the Jeffrey-Goodale acroskdda
was at Bradley Summit pull between the areas rairth
Carey, ID, and that trail route north of Picabo, ID
(Yes, you remember Picabo Street, the female Olympi
skier, and she was named after this small town!)

This pass was about 130 miles of trail NW of thet Fo
Hall area crossing of the Snake River. The first 70
miles were mostly desert with few water opport@sii
and then 50 miles of following the edge of the lasa
flow at the Craters of the Moon Monument. Ten more
miles westerly and the wagons climbed to the summit
(Notably, the difficult and winding 50 miles follomg

the great basalt lake was on a line only 25 milesf
Champagne Creek, near where they began to foltow, t
the Fish Creek Station site on the same creekyjest

of leaving the massive volcanic formations!

The trail now loops away from Highway 20-26-93
many times, which follows and crosses the formation
and at each intersection markers have made euident
old trail. Road construction recently disturbed snah
these markers and some had disappeared.

On July 20, most of the loops of trail, which beeam

the old improved Arco to Bellevue, ID, highway abou
1880, were driven, checked and remarked. Some extra
markers were placed along the loops that are a few
miles in length, these all the partial routes pbasible
wagon train that will cross Idaho preceding the&00
Convention in Nampa! The area checked was from
near Huff Creek east to the trail to Big Cotton-woo
Ranch, owned by OCTA member Brian Bean.



Again on Saturday, July 21, marking began near the
same Huff Creek and proceeded westerly for about 10
miles over Bradley Summit. Aewly-discovered swale
from beside the highway and across the brush to Fis
Creek Reservoir Rd. was found, a section not famd
any other earlier maps! Surprisingly there was amig
early marker found—on top of the pass.

USED MANY YEARS, A WIDE NEW -FOUND J-G SWALE--
UNMISTAKENLY OUR TRAIL FILLED WITH BRUSH!

This part of the J-G trail, some of which the prése
roads and fields have covered, still yields many
sections of the old ruts and swales along its eurs
running parallel to the passable roads. Many atass
segments have changed little with the exception of
brush growth, which tends to disguise them in @ace
This is still a wild enough area, especially on the
western end over the pass, to be able to aptlyimeag
the exceptionally long accumulation of trains fallng
Tim Goodale all the way from Champagne Creek.

July 18, ‘08 CONVENTION PLANNING

The various sub-committees of the 2008 Convention
planners met in Nampa once more before many were
ready to make their trip to Scotts-Bluff/Gering, NB
More accumulated information about the tours f& 0
was discussed, accomplishments by sub-committees
were shared and some deadline/goals for the plgnnin
were offered and set.

A possible pre-activity wagon train that may cross
parts of Wyoming and Idaho to the Nampa Convention
was brought up, now in the early planning staged, a
other pre and post activities that will be avaiabl
across ldaho the days before and for the week thier
convention were noted. Participants will be given
much information as early as possible so those
interested can add to their Idaho trip involvements

Some of these will be historic tours. One will bleus
tour to trail sites in the Twin Falls, ID, area e
Friends of Sticker Station, another a possibledrip
the California Trail over Granite Pass, and a tipp

part of Goodale’s Cutoff discovered only in thetpas
couple of years. Other activities across the state
convention travelers, to and from, will be planigd
cooperating groups, and participants will be given
information about these possible involvments.

THE NEXT PLANNING TIME

The next planning meeting will be in Nampa on
September 13, at the Civic Center, 6:00-9:00 PM.
All people from every involved group are encouraged
to attend as we begin this last year of planning, set
some required goals for progress by each of the sub
committees.

Dry runs for tours will begin soon and all localbav
would like to ride along in preparation for the 800
tour routes can contact this Editor.

FOLLOW -UP: MASSACRE ROCKS PARK
James, Enjoyed your lateltly issueof Trail Dust,
especially the article on new found swales. Inryea
past | frequently camp at the state park alongities
near Massacre Rocks. | thought | might alert you t
what looks like wagon wheel cuts in the rock at the
edge of the RV campground and the rivéhought it
odd as these cuts obviously were not on the trdiich
is up over the ridge to the east by the highway, bu
there must have been much traffic to the riveetvé
these marks. Next time if you can’t find them,illw
take a picture when | am there again. The lower
campground road closest to the river, look forad tr
leading down to the river.  [7/13/07]

Steve Knight, Pres. CA-NV Chap

Jim, Here is the location of the riverside rattshe

west end of the park | noticed on a science clgss t
with my wife recently. Possibly a loop from the mai
trail? [8/6/07] Jim Vance-I-OCTA Google

JIM'S PHOTO LOCATING POSSIBLE RIVER VARIANT




[Reply] These [Vance] ruts are very much in linghwi

the ones farther upriver leading down to the rivem

the camping/RV park section that | wrote about.
[8/16/07] Steve Knight CA-NV

www.ldahoocta.org-- Go There!!
Jerry Eichhorst, Webmaster, continues to update the
I-OCTA Web page. Past IssuesTahil Dustare found
there, as well as access links to related web pagds
photos and other information. Jerry has becomeobne
the hardest working members of I-OCTA—involve-
ments in preserving journal information, prepariog
the 2008 Convention, leading Elderhostel tours, etc
Jerry & wife, Connie, were first-time Gering atteed!

R-L, JERRY, CONNIE, WENDY MILLER, PATTI MCGILL

OTHER IDAHO FOLKS’ FIRST CONVENTION
Cathy Bourner (below R), Idaho Tourism Develop-
ment, went to the convention in Scottsbluff/Geramgl
assisted members at the Idaho table. There sheimade
clear that she would soon be a new OCTA member!

MARY, CENTER, CATHY, RIGHT, HELP AT THE TABLE
Mary O'Malley , recent OCTA member, life member
of the Owyhee County Historical Society—out of the
historicJoyce and Nettletonranching families—drove
all the way to the convention and helped carry some
hand-out materials for I-OCTA. She worked hard in
selling shirts and caps, and getting the brochanels
info out to potential attendees in Idaho next year.

There Mary meReg Duffin from lllinois, and wife.
Years ago Reg met Mary’s mother, Helen Nettleton, a
long-time Owyhee County, ID, historian. Helen had
assisted Reg and shared information with him about

trail related history in southern Idaho and otlzetd.

2008 1-OCTA Events and Activities
September 15 Hudspeth & California Trails Tour.
October 13  Fall I-OCTA Board/Member Meetings.
Oct. 20 Jeffrey/Goodale-Wood River-Fairfield??

The question marks aboveon the October 20
planned trail marking trip is intended to call atten-
tion to a possible change. Since Hadl Membership
Meeting will be onSaturday, October 13, Fairfield,
ID, at the Forest Service building—we have before
met there—and the marking route is only a few more
miles east this Preservation Officer is suggesting
change! If any person rather surely planningo

attend on October 20, however, and cannot change to
different date we will try to go with that origindhte.
This will bemostly a gravel road driving trip.

With the price of gas and the 200 mile round toip t
Fairfield for this writer, it is hoped that oneptmwill do
the job right. The marking route could take 5-6 fisou
to complete sd) an afternoon trip on the same date,
October 13, would be hurried and/or late finishioigg
this is a possibility. The other options would he 2)
Friday before or th8) Sunday following to finish
marking this portion of the Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff.

Thedecision will be madéor a possible option only
after sufficient time for responses about the charg

If you cannot attend at all let it slidi you planned to
be on that trip and cannot changentact this writer
soon. If youwant to attend and can changkase send
your suggestion immediately for eitheriday, Oct.

12, Saturday 13th P.M., or Sunday 14th!
jwmcgill@pobox.com 208 467 4853

September 15 Marking trip. West end oHudspeth
Cutoff and also orbept. 16(two days), possibly part
of theCalifornia Trail west of Malta, ID . Participants
will meet onSept 15, 9:30 A.M., on the west side of
Interstate 84, Exit 245 at Sublett RdThis is about
22-23 miles SE of the junction of 84 and 8@ he trail
remnant will be followed westerly. Please inform if
you will be there—my above phone or erhail

Overnighters for both days can find reasonableitaglg
atBudget Motel, Burley, Ex. 208, 1-84800 635 4952

NEW OCTA AND I-OCTA MEMBERS
Ann and Dave ThomasonNampa Idaho

Roger Ronk, Fawnskin, California

Lynn & Don Meyers, Montague, California

*eekkkx|n the last few months several new members
have become a part of I-OCTA, some extending their
membership from other chapters¥elcomé!




I-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFFE
Doug Jenson President [ensondd@ida.net
Lyle Lambert Vice-Presazaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres. jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer ma_bill@msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James McGill-Preservationwmcgill@pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal & Jane Wylie- Historiang(below)
William Wilson — Membership Chairmafabove)
Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com
Board of Directors
Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Walter Meyer wallywanch@worldnet.att.net
Gil Wyllie (Jane) gilwyllie@msn.com
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net
I-OCTA BOARD MEMBERS needed for the fall
elections. I-OCTA members, request info from any
staff member above & prepare an informal resume!

MONTANA MEMBERS OF I-OCTA

I-OCTA long-distance members from Montafaed and
Julie Videon, attended the Convention in Gering. It seems

JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

we only get to visit yearly at the conventions! Siear,
however, they brought another new member from tteaie,
Bill Ancell. Since Montana is isolated somewhat from Idaho
over a the continental dividend large mountain ranges, it is
difficult to share seasonal activities—but we apate their
membership, support and great trail interest. WakBill!
ANOTHER NOTE
Hi Jim,  [During recent travel] we decided tsihead out
across Montanal had a lot of thinking about how it would
be to cross the territory in parts of Wyoming andrtana
before roads were there! There is a Shoshone cauncty
everything is named Shoshone this or that...thatniee to
look at! Boy, unless you were eating antelope,dvknvhy
the _Shoshoni tribe was poor and hungtlyat is barren land.

Fall semester started again and I'm doing all teesphool
meetings etc. so back to the grind! I will try mayin spring
break to go to Oregon. Oddly, a few girlfriends anded to
go to Jackpot, Nevada every year as our "girl taipd we
stopped EVERY year at Farewell Bend Park. | have
probably seen Tim [Goodale’s] name/reference theaay
timesand NEVER had a clue he was my GGGRdrony at
it's finest! | have pictures with the sign thesge used to
give the "farewell bend" and hit the road agaM&rgaret

Margaret Carter is G-G Granddaughter of Jennie Goodale,
Shoshoni Princess. August 2008, meet her in Nampg



