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MET TRAINING & GISing TOWARD MORE ACCURATE MAPPING EDITOR
One of I-OCTA’s extended works in October took this Editor, OCTA’s Historic Trails Mapping
Chair, to Utah to share our training on the Mapping Emigrant Trails Manual standards. October
19-20 was spent with Dave Welch, National OCTA Preservation Officer, and Ledlie Fryman,
California-Nevada Chapter’ s Preservation Officer. Vern Gorzitze, OCTA President, expressed
thanks for the Crossroads Chapter for the time spent in sharing with that Utah group. Though
some members have been working on the trails there for many years, and we do also learn from
some of these long-time rut-nuts, the goal is being facilitated to get everyonein OCTA who

does trail mapping on the same page with our traini ng offer

MET training has now been offered to members of the
Idaho, California-Nevada, Wyoming and Utah Chapters,
and with some of the new Colorado Chapter membersin
attendance in Wyoming. It is hoped that in the spring of
2007 atraining can be planned that will be offered to the
Kansas Chapter and both Chaptersin Missouri.

Thetraining includes classroom work in learning from
the MET Manual, and on-the-trail application and imple-
mentation of the methods in field work. One of the re-
guests from the Utah trail folks was some assistance in
follow-up as they continue work on the many various
trails across the “crossroads’ areas of trails' passages
and convergence. Aswas offered in Wyoming in 2006,
for members from other chapters to be involved in some
enjoyabletrail work near South Pass, the Utah group
will be planning and inviting others to such an involve-
ment in Utah in 2007.

One of the highlights of the field work in Utah was
following the main combined emigrant trails route,
which came from the east toward Salt Lake City. The
passage of thetrail braids, some of which till exist, over
Big Mountain and Little Mountain give strong evidence
of the difficulty that the emigrants experienced to get
into the Salt Lake valley. The remaining evidence
through the valley where Mormon Flat lieswas also a
part of thetrail visitation, along with along segment of
trail that came westerly approaching the mountains.
Along that route we met an interested lady landowner!
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LAN "THE TRAIL CROS-
SESWHICH IS PRESERVED BY CROSSROADS MEMBERS,

As the group stopped at one location on October 20, to
see a section of the trail which Crossroads Chapter had
before visited and marked, Deborah Parz drove out near
the road to see what the group was doing. She was quite
happy about effortsin preservation of the trail, and
seemed very appreciative of her own private land trail
segment. In thisway she was introduced to OCTA and
the chapter members, and soon wondered how she could
contribute! How OCTA appreciates such attitudes and
support from land owners and potential new members.

The next step after trails have been mapped and marked
to the MET guidelinesisthe GIS work to record al the
trail datafor National Park Service, Thisincludesthe
accurate location by GPS of atrail and recording marker



locations, historic sites along the route, trail dimensions
and conditions, emigrant era artifacts, evidences of
wagon passage by scarred and grooved rocks and trees,
emigrant inscriptions and other features that identify the
historic trails. Thiskind of GIS hiking and recording of
information in Idaho, near Canyon Creek in Elmore
County, was finished on October 28, 2006. McGill
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OVER YEARSMANY TONSOF BASALT ROCK WERE RE-
MOVED BY EMIGRANT HANDS FROM THE DEEP SWALE.

The Oregon Trail through that area had been prepared
earlier according to MET requirements, and this year's
finishing was an extension of the area on the trall
adjacent to the NW from the October 2005 trail work.
The datawill be fed in or uploaded to the NPS Web site,
created and maintained by the University of Utah, Adam
Sobek, Webmaster. The plan isto eventually have the
most accurate maps and data collection on all the historic
trail routesthat is possible. NPS offers training for inter-
ested rut-nuts who want to get involved and contribute to
this Geographic Information System mapping effort.

The finishing of the trail segment across Canyon Creek,
often called “Barrel Creek” in emigrant diaries, resulted
in identifying two routes down into the canyon from the
SE, accurately locating the old stage station and the early
cemetery near the stream and finding the still existent
crossing ramps of the stream in the trees and bushes a
short ways downstream from the present road/bridge
crossing. The recent preparation also included first-time
marking of thetrail braids across the private land that
paralelsthe stream on both sides.

Though time consuming, the finished product of al the
efforts establish a better likelihood of the preservation of
thetrails, and insures an accurate record for future
generation who have interestsin this part of America's
historical heritage. And the work shows off a caring and
proud organi zation, worthy of all the support received!

CONVENTION PLANNING MEETING
On October 23, the first short but auspicious planning
meeting for the 2008 Idaho Convention for OCTA was
held in the historic train station in Nampa, ID. When
attendees found that Roger and Susan Blair had driven
all the way from Pendleton, OR, after working that day,
and then had to return that night in order for Roger to be

on the job the next morning, the first meeting was some-
what abbreviated. Because of Roger’ s short window of
opportunity to meet in Idaho, which evidently was even
more shortened almost at the last minute, several people
who wanted to attend were not able to meet on that day.
A small core of people, however, began thefirst step of
the planning process. It isal in the works!

Since that meeting many interested volunteers have
notified the planners of their intent to become involved,
and have indicated their preference concerning the
various sub-committee duties that need to be fulfilled.
Roger will chair the planning group and this Editor will
co-chair asthe work progresses. Help can be used from
any person who has an interest in any sub-committee—
leaders and committee assistants are needed.

The next meeting is December 18, 2006, at 7:00 P.M., at
the Museum/Old Train Depot, Nampa, ID. That is 1200
Front St., at NE end of 12 Ave., south side RR tracks.

|-OCTA Eall Board Meeting Minutes

October 7, 2006, Fairfield, Idaho (abbreviated)

1. Call toOrder: By Doug Jenson at 9:00 amin the
conference room of the US Forest Service office,
Fairfield Ranger Station, Fairfield, Idaho. Doug
Jenson, I-OCTA President; Lyle Lambert, Vice-
President; Jerry Eichhorst, Vice-President &
Webmaster; Bill Wilson, Treasurer & Membership
Chairman; Kay Coffman, Secretary; James McGill,
Preservation Officer; Patti McGill; Virginia Rickets;
Fred Dykes; & Board of Directors Peg Cristobal,
Wally Meyer, Gil Wyllie, Clair Rickets. Also
attending were Vern Gorzitze, OCTA National
President, Salt Lake City, & NWOCTA President
Roger Blair & Susan Doyle from Pendleton OR.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: The Spring I-OCTA
General Membership Meeting, Bliss ID, minutes
were read by Doug. Peg moved to accept minutes as
read, Bill seconded, carried.

3. Reports: Treasurer: Bill read the treasurer’ s report
and provided a handout for everyone [as Membership
Chair.] There are currently 54 paid membersto I-
OCTA and another 16 who have paid to receive Trail
Dust only. Bill mentioned that Lynn Porter is on our
Board of Directors but is no longer a paid member, so
according to the bylaws she’s no longer a voting
member.

Preservation — Trail Threats. Jim McGill reported
that not too many trail markers were lost to the fires
this summer. Jim was complimented on one of the
picturesin the Trail Dust from the last outing; he said
he would email pictures to anyone interested in
getting a copy at any time. Doug asked if there are
any specific trail threats and Jim replied that there are
none as far as he knows; however markers were taken
out where road construction is in progress around
Fairfield and Jim said we'll come back and check all
the markers again when the construction is comple-
ted. [A lengthy report on preservation across the




state, and Wally Meyer's work with Ada County on
the Goodal e north of Eagle was given.]

Mapping: ThereisaGPS trip planned for October
28. There was discussion on how time consuming
the mapping processis and questions about whether
there isan easier and faster process for getting the job
done. Doug recommended working with Kay
Threlkeld regarding alternatives to GPSing the trail
for the National Park Service.
Website: Jerry Eichhorst reported that all issues of
the Trail Dust newsletters have now been entered on
the I-OCTA website. Doug brought up that there was
discussion at the meeting at St. Joseph MO about
putting our website under National’s and saving us
the $11.95 a month; they have lots of server space.
Doug l€ft it up to Jerry on what he wantsto do

about it, to talk to Travis and see what he hasto offer
and what benefitsit would give us.
Old Business:

Elderhostel: Doug reported that the Elderhostel tours
worked out reasonably well, they were fun, although
extralong days for Doug, Elderhostel people were
excited to see what we have and it was a benefit
having local tour guides. Jim got an email from Don
[Popejoy] with Elderhostel and he said the Idaho tour
was probably the better because we where there
showing and telling. Doug stated that we need to get
more people involved as tour guides for next year.
BLM/Diary Copies: Wally brought the BLM diary
extracts for southwestern Idaho that he and Charlotte
Meachem collected about 25-30 years ago; they're
broken down by sections of thetrail. Jerry will scan
them onto CD’s. Jim has copies of the Ezra Meeker
maps from 1910 and he has used them some,
although they are not that detailed. There was
discussion about archiving I-OCTA records that have
been collected by the individual I-OCTA researchers
in some central depository where thereis access.
Montpelier sign: Doug reported that nothing has
transpired on the Meeker Montpelier sign and unless
we hear from Eulalie Langford that we will let it go.
Doug will make one more effort but doesn’t
recommend that we push it because the way they’'re
going with the text of the sign it doesn’t meet |-
OCTA recommendations and interests.

Meeker Re-enactment: There was sparse attendance
in Pocatello at the re-enactment. However, there was
agood sized crowd at Boise with TV coverage, lots
of school kids, a parade up Capitol Boulevard, and a
new monument dedicated by Governor Risch. Doug
said that a new marker was placed in Soda Springs
and he will provide pictures of it.

New Business:

Family Membership Rate: Bill provided a handout
and moved that: “A new dues rate be added to the
Idaho Chapter of OCTA, called the Family rate,
which shall be $15.00 per year, “family” to mean al
family members at one address, but that the adult
applicant and spouse, or significant other residing at
the same address, will be the only voting members of
this chapter. Only one copy of Trail Dust and other
official mailing will be sent to the applicant’s

6.

address, except two forms will be sent for any mailed
ballot, for the use of the two voting member of the
family.” Jim seconded and it was opened to
discussion. After the discussion Bill withdrew the
motion, Jim withdrew the second and it failed. Jerry
moved to include two family membersin the same
household, retroactively, for the $10 duesrate, Jim
seconded and it carried. Meanwhile, it was suggested
that we think about it some more and do some
checking around with other chapters who have family
rates to see how they handleit.

Election Discussion: Jerry pursued the election issue
at Doug' s request and Jerry reported that so far all the
officers have agreed to serve another year. There was
discussion about the term length of the Board of
Directors; the term is for three years and four of the
Directors termsend in 2007 (Wally, Gil, Clair and
Peg). Doug talked to Fred Dykesto see if he was
willing to be nominated to the Board of Directorsas a
replacement for Lynn and Fred said he was available.

Closing the Meeting: Adjourned at 10:00 am.
KAY COFFM AN, Sec.
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Call to Order: By Doug Jenson at 10:00 am in the
conference room of US Forest Service office,
Fairfield Ranger Station, Fairfield, Idaho. Doug
Jenson, [-OCTA President; Lyle Lambert, Vice-
President; Jerry Eichhorst, Vice-President &
Webmaster; Bill Wilson, Treasurer & Membership
Chairman; Kay Coffman, Sec.; James McGill,
Preserv. Off. [& Trail Dust Editor]; Patti McGill;
Virginia Rickets; Fred Dykes; Afton Patrick; Jane
Wyllie [Historian]; Mary Alice Wilson; Four Board
of Directors, Peg Cristobal [Historian], Wally Meyer,
Gil Wyllie, Clair Rickets. Member from Utah, Vern
Gorzitze, OCTA National President, Salt Lake City,
and NWOCTA President Roger Blair & wife, Susan.
Minutes of Previous Meeting Approved:

Reports: Treasurer: approved report as read.
Website: Jerry Eichhorst reported that heis current
on putting the Trail Dust newsletter on the web site
and is working on adding some new hotlinks for
outings. He will investigate with National about
them hosting our web site.

Preservation: Jim McGill reported that we' ve been
getting back to much of the trails that haven't been
marked for along time. He's succeeding in arranging
more of the GIS/GPS project work on the main
Oregon Trail. Most of the Glenn’s Ferry areais nhow
closed to the motorcycle problem. [Work on the
various trailsis continuing across the State of Idaho.
Sign in Montpelier: Doug reported that they’ ve been
going back and forth with Eulalie Langford on the
issue of the sign in Montpelier better representing
OCTA interests. Heisn't getting any show of
interest from them so Doug recommended we let it
die of it's own accord unless we hear something
definitive from them and everyone agreed.

City of Rocks: Doug explained that the climbers are




trying to get the National Park Service (NPS) to redo
their plan to get permission to climb on Twin Sisters.
The Superintendent of City of Rocks, Wally Keck,
does not appear to want to go that route; he’ s asked
for comments and we' ve helped him some. Bill
Wilson [was authorized] to write the letter represent-
ing I-OCTA/OCTA in order to pursue arelationship
with Secretary of Interior Dirk Kempthorne [con-
cerning protections for the Twin Sisters rocks].
Elderhostel: Doug reported that the tours that he,

Jim, Patti, and Jerry participated in were successes
and encouraged more participation from members
next year. Afton said she would get next year’s dates
to us earlier, if possible, for planning purposes.

. New Business:

National Board Meeting Report: Bill read motions A
through G from the August 8, 2006, National Board
meeting in St. Joseph MO (ref. Fall 2006 News From the
Plains, pg. 7). All motions were seconded and carried.
Afton — Short Story Contest: Afton reported that Bill
Smallwood, Director and Chairman of the Hemingway
Foundation in Sun Valley isintroducing afiction or non-
fiction short story writing contest, using Hemingway’s
ideas of how he wrote short stories with an “End of the
Trail” theme about what happened when pioneers reached
their destination at the end of the Oregon or California
trail. The deadline for submitting storiesis July 31, 2007,
and the winners will be announced in August.

National: Planning Document, Hotel Reservation Plan:
Doug stated that OCTA's strategic plan is on the National
web site and they are asking for comments on it (ref. front
page of Fall 2006 News From the Plains). He also
reported that anyone may book hotel reservations through
the National web site; you receive a discount on the room
rate and it also benefits OCTA; a handout was passed
around for all to see.

Convention 2008: Doug stated that there’s a proposed
change of plans for I-OCTA hosting the National
Convention in 2010. [I-OCTA was asked during the Aug.
2006 Convention to consider 2008 for an Idaho
Convention, and NWOCTA has offered to Co-host] Jim
McGill reported that he has three letters of outside
support: One from the Canyon County Historical
[Society] Board, one from [Greg Kershul], President Gem
County Historical Society, and one from Owyhee County
Historical Society. They al state that they are willing to
support the convention in 2008; Jim gave the letters to
Doug. [After much discussion] Bill Wilson moved that
we co-host with the NWOCTA a Convention in 2008,
Afton seconded and the closed vote carried with Y es-13,
No-O, Abstain-3.

Elections: Jerry reported that we need to elect a new
Board of Director and Fred Dyke accepted to be
nominated to replace Lynn Porter who is no longer apaid
member of OCTA/I-OCTA. The present I-OCTA
Chapter officers agreed to be nominated for reelection.
Afton moved to unanimously approve the sate of officers
as Jerry presented, Peg seconded and it carried
unanimously. Jerry moved to accept the nomination of
Fred as proposed, Wally seconded and it carried. The
Board will handle the [regular staff] appointments made
by the Chapter President by email.

Closing the Meeting: meeting adjourned
KAY COFFMAN, Sec

Complete copies of Minutes available from Kay Coffman.

BOY SCOUTS ON THE OREGON TRAIL

On Nov. 11, | went with 15 boy scouts and three |eaders
on some rutsin Gem Valley, heading north-west along
the east side of the valley. Welooked at five or six
markers, replaced a couple of stickers, and found one
marker lying on the ground. Not having a pounder, we
leaned it up against atree.

One scout found a very nice-looking grave, a bit to the
east of thetrail. Most of the route was a double set of
ruts. It appearsto me that a couple more markers are
warranted. [In one place] the trail segment was well
marked, and then went through a formerly-cultivated
section for about 1/4 mile or so. The ruts resumed after
the interruption, and seemed rather obvious heading
down the little hill, but there are no markers there.

The location [was about 15 miles SE of the historic town
of Chesterfield.] The weather was terrible, mixed snow
and rain. The boys did qualify for their Historic Trails
award! Doug Jenson

MORE IDAHO RANGE FIRE CHANGES
The November rainy weather finally permitted a day for
some trail checking after another range fire had crossed
some of the Oregon Trail in late summer. In the last year
one fire had exposed some more of the trail McGill
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west of Glenns Ferry, Idaho. That marker replacement
and marking of new areas had been done in summer of
2005 and spring of 2006. (See Trail Dust, August 2005
& April 2006 issues.) The more recent areafire burned
north of Glenns Ferry across the Interstate highway, and
up over a bluff, abasalt rim-rock pass of the trail that
was complete re-marked on June 16, 2006.

In the comparative photos on the last page, the trail had
earlier been found in the grass and brush next to the dirt
road, but the fire exposed the swale for a perfect view.
Beyond the rise was exposed a new section, well worn
by wagons but before disguised from being marked.

The fast-moving grass fire did spare most of the mar-
kers, many still OK in the completely barren burned
area. One required a new decal, and four others had to be
replaced, three melting down into wimpy noodles! But
again the advantage of the exposed ruts that had not been
seen before, or at least never marked, did give some
valueto thefire' s aftermath. One 10 yard long and rather
deep section was within 25 feet of a present road, but
had been well hidden before by foliage. M cGill

3PARALLEL SWALE-BRAIDS AND BURNED CARSONITE

JERE KRAKOW SNPS RETIREMNET
Greetings from the Nationa Trails System Office,

Many of you already know that Trails Office Super-
intendent, Jere Krakow, isretiring at the end of this year.
The office staff are planning an open house and farewel|
dinner on December 12. Thiswill be Jere®last official
visit to SLC, so | want to encourage you to join us for
dinner, or if you are unable to do so - stop in the office
on the 12th for some refreshments and to chat with Jere
and hiswife, Jan.

We will be putting together a scrapbook of trail mem-
oriesthat he can review at hisleisure. If you have some
retirement wishes to pass aong to Jere, please send us
your letter and we® place it in the memory book for
presenting to him at the dinner. Or, perhaps you have
some memorable occasions with Jere you might write a
few paragraphs about. We will be including those as
well. Mail to: National Park Service, Teresa Bichard,
324 S. State Street, Suite 200, Box 30, SLC, UT 84111.

ATTEN: NAMPA & VALLEY READERS

As this paper was being prepared and the mailing list
checked for updates, it was noted that we have severa
Nampa, Meridian and Boise addressed recipients that
would no doubt be of positive value in preparing for the
convention in August 2008. We a so found some new
names on the National OCTA Membership list. We do
not expect people who are very busy to sacrifice their
own needs, but any part that you might play with us, any
little bit you might contribute will only add to the
success that we will have in this convention.

There are so many things involved, and alot of little
contributions that can be made. We encourage you to
contact us and share in our accomplishments. If you
might attend the next planning meeting, which will be
December 12, 7 P.M., and our Oregon Co-Chair, Roger
Blair, will travel again to Nampa. Y ou can meet some
great history-minded people from several area groups
and find out how the kinds of thing that make up your
own interests and talents will fit into our planning!

We will be offering some great adventures to conven-
tion attendees. Y ou will find, as we who have gone to
many conventions know, that these are pleasurable and
memorable times. These are learning and experiential
events and activities that share the history of our
emigrant ancestors—with exciting consequences. Y ou
can sign up to participatein the historic trail-related
presentations and field trips! Contact me:

Jim McGill, jwmcqill @pobox.com 467 4853--250 6045

LYNN PORTER'S NEW ‘TRISTAN’

From Rupert, ID, a Times-News story in November
showed a photo of Lynn Porter’s new German Shepherd,
Tristan, which sheis now training as a search and rescue
dog. Our readers may remember the death of Hannah,
April 26, 2006, Lynn’s prior beloved and hard-working
dog. The death wasreported in the related Trail Dust
announcement in May 2006.

Asearly asin Trail Dust, April 2004, an article by
Virginia Ricketts and photos had been printed about
Hannah’swork in locating emigrant graves. That is one
of Lynn’s goals for the present training of one year old
Trigtan, the new man of Lynn’s house!

Tristan will “soon be ready to perform live searches for
lost and missing people.” Searching for buried individ-
uals can aso be done by dogs, even for graves that are
“more than 100 years old.” Hannah had proven this
ability even in the presence of some doubters, and that
ability makes the search for emigrant graves possible.
Last year Hannah did search a historic cemetery in
Canyon County, ID, and located several unmarked
graves—some which records had shown that old burials
had been done, and some that were before unknown.




|-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF
Doug Jenson - President jenson@ida.net
Lyle Lambert -Vice-Pres. azaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst -Vice-Pres. |eicho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer  ma_bill @msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James M cGill - Preservation jwmcgill @pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster  1dahoOCTA.org
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Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com

Board of Directors

Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Walter Meyer wallywanch@worldnet.att.net
Gil Wyllie (Jane) gilwyllie@msn.com
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net

|dahoOCTA.ORG — Jerry Eichhorst

Jim: | seethat you are keeping busy with convention
work aready. Glad that you have the time and energy to
do that! One thought for you in this type of informa-
tional message -- you talk about the Trail Dust and
encourage people to sign up to get the email versions of
it. Please dso mention the |OCTA web siteasthereis
good stuff there and will be morein the near future.
They can also get the Trail Dust newsdl etters there,
including the past couple of years.  Thanks, Jerry
Go see what we have to offer, and then email jerry and
encourage him—that is often a rather thankless job and
he can use the contacts for web surfers. Ed.

Convention Planning M eeting

December 18, 2006, at 7:00 P.M., at the Museum/Old
Train Depot, Nampa, ID. That isat 1200 Front St., at NE
end of 12" Ave., south side the RR tracks.

I-OCTA WOULD LIKE TO THANK WENDY MILLER, CAN. CHS, TOM COUCH, OWY. CHS, MEG DAVIS
AND GREG KERSHUL, GEM CHS, AND NANCY CAMPBELL AND JOHN HILER, ELM. CHS—AND ALL
THE MEMBERS OF THESE HISTORICAL SOCIETIESFOR YOUR SUPPORT IN INVITING NATIONAL
OCTA CONVENTION TO IDAHO IN AUGUST 2008. WE APPRECIATE ALL THE ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE!

JAMESW.MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686



