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CONVENTION ISSUE # 1!

CONVENTION INTEREST SPREADING/GROWING ALMOST DAIL ¥editor
Not only is the interest growing, as we hear froansnplaces and sources, but there is also a
kind of excitement that few others than emigraaitsrpeople can know—and it is gradually
replacing at least a measure of anxiety and wothiagsalways go with planning such an
involved event. The few who began the early plagmiould never had guessed the numbers
of others who have come on board, and the qudlipeople who have so much to offer for
the varied events and activities that are stilintglshape. Without revealing all the thunder
this early, and knowing that some hoped-for thiagsstill in the works and not finalized, the
planners can share some of the settled plans aoghdie events to expect. Thanks to Jerry
Eichhorst, for suggestingTD spread on the OCTA Convention, August 5-9, in Nanhp.
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NAMPA'S CIVIC CENTER—OCTA CROWDS AND OTHER FRIENDS WILL GATHER & CELEBRATE
Since it has been 12 years since such an OCTA group  South Alternate Oregon Trail, to the south of Nampa
has gathered in Idaho, at Pocatello, and 19 yézus s across Owyhee County. The second part of this two-
the same occurred on the western side of theistate part tour featuring the Utter Train attacks andtilea
Boise, a lot of moons have passed and many people sites, 125 miles total, and other historic sitesips,
have cycled in and out of OCTA’s membership. There  will follow on across eastern Oregon on the extende

is a lot to offer across the whole state, and sprae North Alternate and the Oregon Trail from the juoat
and post activities will be offered to many travelas and the Fort Boise site river crossing. Another toili
they come to and go from the concentrated actsvitie share trail sites from Bonneville Point on the @reg
all four directions out of Nampa. Trail, SE of Boise and across the valley west & th

] ) ) Fort Boise site on the east side of the Snake River
Trail tours will reach easterly on the Oregon Teai

North Alternate to the Hagerman valley, and aldry t The newly-researched, mapped and marked Goodale’'s



Cutoff will be followed north to Cambridge, Idatemd
the 1863 Variant, followed by many emigrants, g
traversed during a pre-convention tour. Wally Meyer
will hike with interested people on part of thegtirie
South Alternate swales, and see the wagon-difficult
Sinker Grade. Another of the pre-convention touits w
follow the California Trail over the rugged Granite
Pass, and one will offer sites in the Twin Fallsadee
areas of the Oregon Trail. Steve Almond Photo

HAVE AN “IDAHO SPUD” CANDY BAR—NO POTATOE!

The well-planned wagon train (later article) wilbss
Idaho during July—open to riders—and possibly a
second will come from Utal®dn the way to Nampa

the historic town of Chesterfield will offer tours
travelers, and Fort Hall replica at Pocatello wplen

and cooperate with OCTA for sharing history. And
after the convention the Fort Hall tribe will bdexing

a week long jamboree—also cooperating with OCTA.

The speakers are almost all set with a varietyffer-o
ings, and the same for the many workshops durieg th
week. Great entertainment in both music and dance
will accompany other events, something for everyone
There will be lists of related activities sponsobsd
companion groups, places of interest to visit liycal
during convention off-hours, and maps and info on
many historic sites that are too numerous to héve f
into the direct convention activities and visits.
Information will beginning soon to be shared fomya
places and activities, especially pre-convention
opportunities. (Idaho Spuds will also appear!)

PLANNING PARTNERS, NAMPA 2008
During part of the Canyon County Historical Society
membership meeting on January 29, 2008, OCTA was
one of the subjects of discussion and informatieindp
shared with CCHS members. CCHS is one of four
county historical societies that are assistingpionsor-

ing the Nampa convention, and they are advertising,
helping to make many of the local arrangements, and
some members are also joining OCTA.

Nampa’s MayorTom Dale, attended that meeting,

and was invited to be involved in the conventiotheéd
CCHS members showed good interest, hearing for the
first time some extensive information about OCTAl an

the Idaho Chapter. Several signed upTiail Dust,
and for the continued information that will lead tap
the Nampa meeting.

Bonnie Fitzpatrick Photo

MAYOR, TOM DALE, WILL WELCOME OCTA TO TOWN
Wendy Miller, Patti Sweet, and Mike Gable, all OCTA
members now also, led the meeting with reports of
good progress in 2007 and a bright future visiorttie
Historical Society. All have brought the same kaid
energy, dedication and excitement to the cooperativ
effort with I-OCTA, NWOCTA, and members of other
state chapters to the good progress being madidor
Nampa Convention. We are also appreciative of the
same kind of support and assistance from members of
Gem, Owyhee and Elmore County Historical Societies,
and their new OCTA members!  Bonnie Fitzpatrick

LARRY CAIN, NEW OCTA MEMBER WITH HIS WIFE,
JEAN. HE WILL APPEAR AT NEW AUTHOR'S NIGHT.

A good number of CCHS Board members have come
on board with OCTA'’s planning, and have become
members since they voted to support the Convention
about eighteen months ago.

WAGON TRAIN MASTER’S REPORT
Dell Mangum, wagon train master for the July-August
2008 train coming to the OCTA Convention, is now
reporting that progress is great on that event. lize a
schedule that should be about final for travel degst




days, and community stops along the way. The follow
ing is part of a letter sent to potential sponsord
interested people. A full copy of the plans ancesicie
can be obtained from Dell, 208 680 0087---785 6006,
target@cbyteusa.nebr for interest in a ride along.

“In 2008 the Oregon California Trails Associatiwiil
hold it's twenty sixth annual National Conventidn a
the Nampa Civic Center August 4 — 9. To coincide
with this event we will have a wagon train travelrh
Montpelier to Nampa, Idaho. The wagon train wikus
as close as possible, [one of the] same routeshysed
those early pioneers who helped settle the West.

We will travel portions of the Oregon Californiaally
the Jeffery/Goodale Cutoff, the Kelton Road, amadgr
used by stagecoaches, freighters and drovers. These
trails still have in places evidence of the thoulsaof
wagon wheels and hoof prints needed to move
America West.

In traveling these famous trails by horse and wagen
hope to provide a chance for teamsters and horsemen
as well as any one else, to visit these histogations.

It will also be an opportunity for teamsters, aders

and wagon riders to experience, however modernized,
the determination it took to travel through unfaaril
country in order to reach a new beginning.

Horses, Mules and Oxen were the power to move those

hardy pioneers across this wonderful state of Idaho
Today America travels at speeds per hour that our
predecessors traveled per week. Weoffiering a
chance to slow back down to three or four miles per
hour and let the world know that life doesn’'t need to be
traveled at such a frantic pace.” DELL

*eekkkkkk [On February 2, in a phone conference,

Dell, Norma Dart and Travis Boley brought the wagon
train plan together with many matters settled and
decided upon. They are working closely with the BLM
and other groups to make this an outstanding gvent!

OCTA Award Nominations Needed Now

Across Idaho and in other places there are mangleeo
who have contributed much to the preservation of ou
many miles of trails, anddho deserve recognition
Forms are available through OCTA and on line, which
can be quickly filled in and sent to Roger Blairtse
processes can soon be put in motion to make alailab
these awards at the 2008 convention. We all nedd to
this pronto, and don’'t expect someone else to natmin
your person of interest! Do it now!

Go online the Web if possible and look at the fagrms
which explain what they are for, and think of someo
you know who is deserving—then take action. Go to

www.OCTA-Trails.organd follow the link, bottom left
“Member Resources’ Then click in “OCTA Award
Nominations,” and you will get a set of forms in MS
Word. Read what they are for and fill in the appiop
ate form in the shaded areas—save, attach and email
them to Rogerblair@oregontrail.netYou can also
email this Editor and get the forms by email!

Let's give away many deserved awards this year for
people all across the country. Know a great BLM
partner, a private rancher or trail colleague,enspn

from another group who fits the category—or even an
exceptional and hard-working OCTA member? This is
one way to reach out, obtain and maintain the éster

of all kinds of people in OCTA's activities, sereg

and great trail/emigrant resources!

TRAIL RELATED MUSIC—HELP!

Greetings from Pickles Butte, Idaho. My name isyGar
Eller and | live in Nampa, between two branchethef
Oregon Trail. During 2007, | had a grant from the
Idaho Humanities Council to collect historicallyseda
songs of the Snake and Salmon River region. Details
can be found avww.bonafidaho.com/idahosongs.htm
and links therein. During 2007, this project amdsse
list of about 1000 songs that are at least nominall
related to Idaho. Of these, almost 200 are hisatlyic
based and nearly one hundred predate 1910. Among
these are several rare songs directly relatedtt@miac
events in the portions of the Oregon Trail in Idaimal
immediately adjoining areas. Gary Eller Photo

GARY ELLER ‘BONA FIDE’ BOISE EGYPTIAN THEATER
The best early songs are rarely found with current
musicians and historians. Rather, they are moshoft
found in old books and manuscripts. As | contirhee t
work in 2008, | am always grateful when people scan
their memories and libraries for songs based dn rea
Idaho people, places and events, including those
related to the Oregon Trail. The most valuable song
for this project are event ballads and parodieankh
you in advance for your help. | hope to see you in
August at the OCTA convention.
Gary Eller pgaryeller@aol.com
[Gary’s music group will be part of the entertaEmt
during the convention in Namp#&séitor |




LADY LANE’'S UNSTOPPABLE PIANO

Coming from a musical family, Lady Lane began her
formal musical training at 3 years, playing profess
ally since 7 yrs of age. She has taught pian@m h
private Encore Studio for over 25 years. Born and
raised in Oregon, she is now a long-time residént o
Idaho. Marjorie Lane Photo

LADY MARJORIE LANE WILL PLAY ANYTHING FOR YOU
It is always evident that she brings her love agpect
for the past to life through her music, writingslan
oils. Her travels have taken her in and out ofStete

of Idaho, visiting/performing in mining towns, refu
bished hotels, museums and such. She would like to
think that in some way she helps to perpetuate the
memory of those who have gone before us.

Of British / French descent, Lane is extremely droti
her ancestors' many historic contributions to Iisto
from the Mayflower to the present day. Her mother,
Julia Vivian Lane Godfrey, was born in 1905, at
Bruneau, ID. She is enjoying life in Nampa at the
young age of 103 yrs. and it goes on and on.

Lady Lane is please to play at the Nampa Convention

Goodale-Too much Good or Bad Thing?
In the last issue dfrail Dust, with reluctance the

Editor headlined on page one fhien Goodale article,
and his concern was rewarded! A respectful response
after some pertinent and valid reasons were written
pleaded and suggested, “Please forgive me buth wis
you would broaden your focus, especially with the
convention coming up this year. | do appreciatgaili

do and have done in Idaho but please.... coditife
regarding Goodale.” Well, shame on this Editor!

We never want to convey any idea that it must be
Goodale or nothing! The great thing about this note
was that it gave this writer a chance to sdgase help
us out of this rutor the readers will continue to

suffer! The solution to this problem, for those who will
take advantage of this opportunity, igpr@mptly send
your own trail relevant articlesn any of the many
ways of contacting the Editerwithout fail! Here are

related facts that are intended only for enlightgni
readers, maybe giving them an opportunity to cansid
another point of view about any similar discomforts

1)For many years a lot of OCTA people have re-
searched/written about most of the known trails, th
leaders, and emigrant travelers on them, and wasked
trail preservation projects. Half of Goodale’s mand
ninety-nine percent of the Goodale history has been
completely ignored until recently. 2) Without the
Goodale ‘fillers,’ during 2007, there would haveshe
four or five Trail Dustissues instead eén—for the
same low price to subscribei&here are other news
items that ardetter communicated as soon as possible
and the people who put otitail Dust enjoy doing the
job right and sharing promptly. As we approach the
convention there will be increasing amounts oftesla
info made available quickly—probably an issue every
month. Early mailing a reduced-size paper of only
announcements and trivia, for the same amount of
postage, is not an option this Editor will consider

3) Sorry to those who may not appreciate as others
will, but there will be a good strong “Goodale” elnap
sis at the Idaho Convention, and most people should
enjoy it all' We were permitted—if weid it all in two
yearsfrom the time of the 2006 St. Joe Convention—
to “do it our way,” and so it will be! 4) The Edrtdoes
have other areas of interest, but has had littie tiday
or night for about three years, to focus on oraede
other subjects of emigrant history. During the camv
tion we will be exposing some newly-discovered his-
tory and trail segments. And many new OCTA mem-
bers beingeached through our Goodale work will

be introduced to OCTA'’s wonderful fellowship and
constructive, preserving, and enjoyable publicisetv

We will guarantee satisfaction with the excitemeint

the upcoming convention. Everyone will find that no
other areas of what all of Idaho and Eastern Oregon
has to offer in historic involvements will be igeor
because of the reasonable amount of Goodale empha-
sis. We care about it all! And we have enjoyed, yes
appreciated, the ‘sarcastic’ ribbing that a fewgle

have poked at us in the past—"Jim McGill never egit
anything about Tim GoodaleThanks all! :~) :~)

LETTERS AND NOTES

Dear Patti [McGill], You do not know me, although
I've been a member of OCTA for years. | received an
e-mail concerning an auction to be held at theddah
convention. Attached is a photo of my qulue
Mountains.” | would like to donate [to the convention
auction]. It started as a way to get rid of a pildlue
scraps, so in that sense is truly old fashionedvever,




it is completely machine made. Let me know if you
think it is of interest to convention goers.

Sincerely, Martha Voght, Bishop, CA.
Martha Voght Photo

MARTHA'S QUILT—PATTERN IS ENLARGED TO SEE
THE WONDERFUL OXEN & WAGONS AROUND EDGES

Martha, This is more than marvelous! Yes, we sure
will accept this quilt. Thank you so much. Thices-
tainly a"Premium” item ! Patti & Raffle Committee
[The quilt has arrived by UPS, and it is auiga
There are also reports of more artists’ paintings a
other great items that will be part of the auctid&.]

Jim, Noting inTrail Dustthat you would like a clue as
to what raffle items you may receive, | plan tanlgri
ten paper-back bookBfief Titles] (1) Bound for
Idaho, (signed copy). (2)flhe Road to Virginia City
(3) Land of the Burnt Thigh(4) Westward the
Women(5) Outpost On Poverty Fla6) Women of
the Sierra (signed copy).(7High-Spirited Women of
the Wesi(8) Daughters of Joy, Sisters of Mise(Q)
Soiled Dovegs(signed copy). (10My Checkered Life,
Luzena Stanley Wilson in Early California
Andy Hammond

[A great collection available for biddHip. ]

Jim - What is the status on presentations for the con-
ference? | am writing a couple of research papers o
the OT this semester. [My] new membership is irteou
to national. It looks like I will be participating the
filming of the documentary this summer, the one
Candy Moulton [and all are] doing in WY, OR, and
NV. I don't know too much about the details yeg sh
said it was for National OCTA. | have been askebdo
the EMT.Lynn Porter

Jim, It was a pleasure meeting you. We appreciate any
help you can provide in working with BLM and Gem
County toward keeping thiohnson Creek trail in its
current conditionWe certainly don't want to be look-

ing out our retirement home windows at a public
thoroughfare and have all the noise and other pro$l
associated with it. We'll try to find time to cheaiat
the info you provided in your email [OCTA member]
and look forward to your book. Rich & Jo Snyder

Howdy Jim, Thanks much for including our Dutch
oven cooking seminar [May 17-18] in your terrific
newsletter. We appreciate you sending us a PDF. copy
This would be a terrible night to be on the trhilt it's

a great night up here. We've got a 10" [snow] accum
ulation so far, and there's no end insight. Thaagesn

for your support. Barbara and Bob Townsend

Hi Cathy [Bourner], One of my booksTraveling the
Oregon Trail was the first real modern-day travel
guidebook to the route. It first came out in 1968the
sesquicentennial and | updated it in 2001. | think
may still be the only book of its kind—one that si
out both the historic sites and the fun moderraedtr
tions nearby. | see that an Amazon reviewer whad use
it as late as 2005 still found it helpful. | hopauywill
consider including it in bookstore displays andeoth
Oregon Trail promotions this year. | also am th#éhau
of Traveling the Lewis & Clark Trail(updated in
2006) anddaho Off the Beaten Paththe seventh
edition of which comes out later this year.
ThanksJulie julie@juliefanselow.com

TO: Tully Gerlach - Boise City Historian,

Oregon California Trail Association (OCTA) and E
Clampus Vitus are working together on placing a
[historic] plaque at the Canyon Creek Station altireg
Oregon Trail in July. [It will be dedicated whereth
wagon train stops there.] OCTA has also now con-
tacted us about placing a Avard Fairbanks Bronze
Medallion (noted sculpture artist) at the corner of
Eagle Road and Chinden, [dedicated] around August 4
2008. . . For your information, | have includedreio

of the last medallion placed in Boise. My underdta
ing is that the City built the monument [structure]
shown in the picture. See the press release:
http://www.cityofboise.org/Departments/Parks/News/2
002/page6240.aspx David Fairbanks Photo

JEFF & FATHER, DAVID FAIRBANKS--2002 MONUMENT




|-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF
Doug Jenson President [ensondd@ida.net
Lyle Lambert Vice-Presazaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst Vice-Pres. jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson — Treasurer & Membership Chair
ma_bill@msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James McGill-Preservationwmcgill@pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal- Historian (see below)
Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com
Board of Directors
Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com

Dell Mangum target@cbyteusa.net
Norma Dart nodart@cableone.net
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net

The next convention planning meeting is at the
Nampa Civic Center, at 6:00 PM, Wednesday,
February 20, 2008. Do come and lend us your
expertise and talents! Everyone is welcome!

JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

ECV is considering plans to help with the building,
construction and placement of this plaque at the
Staples Store parking lot 6299 Eagle Road. | hope w
can get the Mayor's Office involved in this projead
perhaps have some assistance in building a similar
monument to house this second Oregon Trail Medal-
lion in Boise.  Michael Faircloth, Historian, Snake
River Outpost, E Clampus Vitus [& OCTA Member]

NEW TO I-OCTA AND/OR OCTA

An apology is extended ®Richard Klein, Bremerton,
WA, for the indication in the Januafyail Dust that

he was new to IOCTA. This Editor had overlooked an
early 2007 email from Travis headquarters that
indicated Dick had renewed his Idaho Chapter fat th
year. We now are assured thathas been a contin-
uous and welcome member for many yeals

Jim & Carolyn Luckey, (added I-OCTA to OCTA)
Rock Springs, WYLynn Porter, Pocatello. IDLarry
and Jean Cain NampaDean Edens Caldwell, ID.
Gary & Beverly Stone, Kimberly, ID—Gift from Gail
& Bill Robinson, Green River, WY Hollie Gilbert
andJulie Braun, both Idaho Falls—Gift from Mary
Lou Staten, I.F.




