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Did My Great, Great Grandfather Help Studebaker Build Wheelbarrows? william J. Wilson
In the latter part of hislife my father used to tell the story that one of his Texas ancestors went
out to the Californiagold fields to mine for gold. Somewhere along [the way] he met John
Studebaker. Not finding much gold they partnered to build wheelbarrows to sell to the miners.
Studebaker having the knowledge of how to build the wheels, they each made their “pile” in
thisway after only afew years. | don’t remember my father ever mentioning who the ancestor
was. Maybe | just didn’'t remember, or maybe he didn’t mention it—or maybe he didn’t know
(or possibly knew at one time but had long since forgotten the name). So, | enjoyed the story,

but | “took it al with agrain of salt.”

My father’s mother, my grandmother, Ethel Belle
Couch, was born in Hamilton County, Texasin 1894.
So she had to be the source of my father’s story about
the Texas ancestor. My mother had written a brief
genealogy in my baby book, soon after | was bornin
1936. Shelisted on my grandmother’s side that
Grandma Ethel’ s mother was named Belle McGroomer.
But no name for Bell€' s father was recorded.

In 2000 and early 2001 | had done alittle searching on
the Internet for his name, without success. Then, in the
spring of 2001 my cousin, Kay Coffman (afairly new
member of I-OCTA), succeeded where | had failed and
found “John Groomer” on the Internet, with many
citationsin an Internet book called: People and Places,
Gazetteer of Hamilton County, TX, by Elreeta Crain
Weathers, Copyright March 1998. (I subsequently con-
cluded that my mother, growing up a McGaffee, probab-
ly inadvertently added the Mc to Belle Groomer’s name.)

We discovered a host of information about John
Groomer, and also about his son-in-law, John D. Couch,
father of our grandmother. John J. Groomer was bornin
Kentucky, according to 1880 and 1900 census data, in
January of 1819. According to www.planetmurphy.org
the third child of Garrett/Garrard Green, one Mary Green
was married to one Frederick S. Groomer on 22 April,
1777, in Botetourt County, ‘West’ Virginia.

By the early 1800s descendants of the Greens and the

Bill Wilson Historic Archive

JOHN J. GROOMER & SECOND WIFE, PARALEE
Groomer/Gromers had moved west into Garrard
County,Kentucky. Several of these male Groomers, on
the 1820 census of Kentucky, are candidates to be the
father of our John J. Groomer. By the censuses of 1830
and 1840, many of these Groomers had moved on to
Daviess and Clay Counties, Missouri—a propitious
location, being close to Independence, Missouri, the
“jump-off” place for emigrantstraveling to California.

| have not been able to find our John J. Groomer on the
1850 census anywhere. Maybe he escaped the census
takers because he was on his way to the gold fields of



Cdlifornia. The Gazetteer of Hamilton County,
mentioned above, says that Groomer was one of the
pioneers of Hamilton County (which was founded in
1858) and arrived there “before 1860.” Another article
in the Gazetteer, titled “Old Man Groomer,” says:
“When Mr. Groomer came back from the Gold Rush he
bored holes in the hubs of the wagon wheels and placed
big gold coinsin the holes, to hide the gold. Astold to
Ted and me by Old Man John Shipman.” (This particular
story has significant import, as we shall seelater—plusit

also places him out in Californiafor the Gold Rush.)
Bill Wilson Archive

STONE GROOMER HOUSE, VACANT SOME YEARS AGO
Soon after returning to Hamilton County, Texas, he
got married, as noted again in the Gazetteer, which
guoted a 1932 oral history by Groomer’ s brother-in-law,
George White: “ Groomer married our sister Frances
(Frankie, we called her) in 1860 in the fall.” 1n October
1861, their first child, Belle Groomer (my great
grandmother), was born and later they had Paralee and
Margaret. Frances died young (I suspect from
childbirth) in 1867. By the 1870 census Groomer was
now married to Mrs. Paralee Hoover; he obviousy
needed a mother for hisyoung girls. Their marriage
lasted until she died around 1900.

In adeed dated June 15, 1872, John J. Groomer
purchased 3585 acres of land from John S. Martin “In
consideration of $672.00 gold coin....” Perhaps he paid
for this with some of the gold coin brought back in his
wagon wheels. Thisland lies afew miles north of
Hamilton, Texas, and south of the Leon River. In about
1873 he had alarge two-story stone house built on this
property, which still stands today.

| don’t know what route Groomer used to go to
Cdlifornia. If I'mright in believing what the census
evidence seems to point to, that his family wasin
Missouri by the 1840s, then he probably went to
Californiawith the rest of the *49ers, leaving from
Independence, Missouri. But Mr. Arvord Abernethy,
writing in The Hamilton Herald-News in an article
entitled “ Across The Fence” on February 17, 1983,
indicates that Groomer’ s grandson, Bart Oates, told him:

“Mr. Groomer had come to Texas from Missouri as a
young man, riding a mule and leading another mule and
with thereins of ahorse tied to thetail of the second
mule. Asthey can best figure out, Mr. Groomer came to
this country between 1840 and 1850. He began acquiring
land and at one time had large holdings here.” If that’s
true, he may very well have gone to Californiafrom
Texas, taking the southern route. Or, he may have gone
back to Missouri, and left from there. He doesn’'t appear
on the Emigrant Names CD, published by OCTA, soit’s
possible | may never find what train he traveled with.

John Mohler Studebaker, ayoung man of 19, traveled by
wagon train to Hangtown, Calif., in 1853. Hisbrothers,
beginning to manufacture wagons, helped him build an
especially sturdy wagon. he sold it to the wagon train
association with which he traveled, to gain the money to
pay hisway west. He arrived at Hangtown with 50 cents
in his pocket. According to his biography he got ajob
working for aloca hardware store, making wheelbar-
rows. Perhaps John Groomer traveled in the same wagon
train with Studebaker, became friends, and went to work
with Studebaker at the hardware store. In 1858, Stude-
baker took his earnings, reputedly about $8000, and
returned east to South Bend, Indiana, where he
purchased a share of his brother’ s wagon making
company—the rest is history. John Groomer returned to
Texas, possibly as early as 1858, but certainly “before
1860." So | speculate that he may have returned to the
east with the same train in which Studebaker travel ed.

Now, here’ sthe “kicker.” Don Clark (apast I-OCTA
member), who has extensively studied the 1853
migration, because his ancestors traveled out that year,
following the Meek/Elliot Trail through southern
Oregon, was the first to make me aware that Studebaker
went to Californiain 1853. A couple of yearsago | told
him the story my dad had told, about the Groomer-
Studebaker connection. When | told him the story that
Groomer “...bored holes in the hubs of the wagon wheels
and placed big gold coinsin the holes, to hide the gold.”,
he told me: “That makes sense! Who else would know
how to hide gold coins safely in awagon wheel but a
wagon maker?”’ Bill Wilson

GROOMER HOUSE, PART OF A CORPORATE RETREAT
IN 2002, BUT NOW A PRIVATE HOME

Maybe there' s some truth to Dad’ s story after all!




SAND HOLLOW—GOODALE NORTH

June 16, 2005, found 5 people on the last unexplored
part of the Goodale Wagon Train route, over the bluffs
north of the Payette River. In the January 2005 issue of
Trail Dust, on the third page, a January 14 photo was
included. It demonstrated some snow-filled ruts at the
top of a side-canyon going NW from Sand Hollow.

Five months | ater, with permission to cross private ranch
land, a search for the ruts up from Sand hollow to the top
of the high land was undertaken. Bill and Mary Alice
Wilson, along with a member of the Gem Co. His. Soc.,
Greg Kershul, joined this Editor and wife. With the long
grassin place from heavy spring rains, this Editor led the
group down the wrong side-canyon, with some minimal
evidence of aroad at the top that appeared much like the
older picture of the ruts. M cGill Photo

WORN RUTSOVER SMALL RIDGE IN THE SIDE-CANYON
Eventually, with Bill’ s assistance in studying the map of
the area, we arrived at the correct location. The road was
very evident down the upper part of the side-canyon, and
helped to lead the hikers down the ruts for more than a
mile. On the flatter lower canyon there was one main
trail across, but it appeared that wagons had at times
spread out across the area.

BILL WILSON, DOWN THE OLD TRAIL FROM THE TOP
From high above the canyon on the southern side we
viewed the lower part all the way to Sand Hollow and
the ranch there, not having been able to contact the
rancher there for permission to cross his land and look.
The route of the Goodale trail up from Sand Hollow, as
shown on the 1868 land plat, could be seen, but
especially the double set of ruts that followed the NW
corner of the rancher’ s fence. The fence corner was built
some degrees from N-S to the NW, allowing thetrail to

pass nearby--not forcing wagons into a north dry-wash.

This discovery of the remaining ruts near the eastern end
of the bluff route completed the rediscovery of the route.
Thereisapossibility of another later trip across about
one-half mile of the rancher’ sland, when permission can
be obtained, to pinpoint the exact route of the trail there.

NORTH ALTERNATE/KELTON ROAD
Some short and divided sections of the North Alternate
Trail across BLM land had been considered for checking
and marking since some work had been done last season
on that route. There seemed to be no one who knew if
the sections near the line between EImore and Gooding
Counties, west of Pioneer Reservoir, and ruts near Bliss,
ID, had ever been marked. Some had not been!

On June 17-18, your Preservation Officer and Peatti were
ableto follow the remaining parts of that route. Five
remnants of thetrail, all from one-half to 3 milesin
length, were followed and hiked. No sign of any
previous markers were found on a short section 2 miles
east of King Hill, ID, and another four miles east, near
Clover Creek Rd. New carsonites now identify that trail.

WAGONS LEFT DEEP SWALESNEAR CLOVER CR. ROAD
The section of trail that is now cut by the western side of
Pioneer Reservoir did have afew Kelton Road markers,
one of the sections of that route that was shared by the
Kelton Freight Rd. According to Emigrant Trails of
Southern Idaho, Hagerman Historical Society marked
that route once, evidently as the Kelton Rd., however.

The two sections of the route that were cut by Interstate
84, NW of Bliss, were aso hiked, and some new posts
added, aswell as placing North Alternate stickerson 3
existing posts that had only Kelton decals on them. It
appearsthat if any other sections of the North Alternate
route still remain to the SE from Bliss, they would be
found only on private land.

Maybe some early I-OCTA members know why some
sections of the N. A. went unmarked before this time!




REVISED CALIFORNIA TRAIL TOUR...
On June 18, 2005 I-OCTA toured the City of Rocks
along the California Trail, atotal of 14 people and 6
vehicles participated. The group went through Malta
and followed the Oregon trail to Connor then on to the
Bruesch Ranch. There Allen Bruesch told the history of
the ranch and the area. This ranch lies between Castle
Rock and City of Rocks.

The Indians used this area in the summer for food
gathering. It was also the location for the Indians to ook
down on the passing trains and attack or harass them.

We lunched at the City of Rocks visitor’s center. The
tour group stopped along the route to view emigrant
name inscriptions and different formations. At Bath
Rock several of the group left, heading back to Oakley.
We then went on and viewed the City of Rocks property
that OCTA ishelping to purchase.  Peg Cristobal Photos

CALIFORNIA TRAIL TOWARD PINNACLE PASS
We viewed the Trails West marker that shows the route
through Pinnacle Peak, and stopped at Twin Sisters
where some of the hearty ones hiked back to Pinnacle

MANY WAGONS, USING A CABLE, CUT INTO THISROCK
Pass. Thisiswhere the cable cuts in the rock are found,
made by emigrants lowering wagons down a steep area
from the pass.

We were unable to go back east along the Salt Lake
Alternate due to private property. This gave us more
time to do aleisurely tour—some of the group had never
been to the City of Rocks. We continued to the Moulton
town-site and viewed the Granite Pass from there. We

finally went home on the Oakley road, which isaong
another Birch Creek east of Granite pass. This tour route

was altered some aswewent dong. . . . .. Peg Cristobal
*kkkkk*k

....CALIFORNIA TRAIL WORK DAY S

Within five days of the pleasure trip on the California
Trail, asecond group of people went back and began
near the Moulton site to check and remark thetrail to the
west. With three I-OCTA trail markers, Dick Hill, BLM,
and his college-Sophomore son, Jake, went along on
Thursday, June 23, 2005. The following is an account
seen through the experience of Jake Hill.

“Certainly the highlight of my summer so far was my
outing with Jim and Patti McGill, Lyle Lambert, and my
father, BLM Archaeologist, Dick Hill. Thiswasthefirst
time since the Oregon Trail sesquicentennial reenact-
ment that I’ ve traveled through the Raft River Valley.

“ At our meeting place | arrived with the preconception
that we would simply drive along some backcountry
roads and mark thetrail every quarter mile—no big deal.
However, shortly after departing from the City of Rocks
National Reserve | vaguely heard Jim mentioning a hike.

“We marked along the road on private property for about
amile only to disembark shortly thereafter. Thefirst of
three hikes proved necessary to mark the more remote
and rugged stretches of the trail, unreachable by pick-up.
Jim'’ s ability to find the trail among thick vegetation and
his tenacity to map every inch possible amazed me.

“1 could hardly see where the wagon ruts were, but later
proved my worth by finding a couple of obsidian flakes.
It made me wonder how they got there and by whose
devices. Moreover the steep terrain on which we hiked
provided me with a greater appreciation of what these
pioneers overcame.

“During the Oregon Trail reenactment | rode in wagons
across maintained roads across level plains but on
Granite Pass it became difficult to even imagine how
emigrants trudged these wagons over such steep grades.
We did find evidence of casualties on the pass with the
discovery of afew graves, areminder of the serious risks
undertook by thesetrail goers. | imagined that it was a
necessary gambl e because they probably would have
faced greater risks by going around the mountains rather
than over Granite Pass. Time was not aluxury and they
most likely needed to keep moving in order to not
jeopardize their limited amount of supplies[and time].

“Later in the day we faced another obstacle I'm sure al'so
threatened the success of the emigrants: thunderstorms.
Fortunately the one that passed us by proved mild, but |
imagine that at times downpours could make the trail



impassable with mud, or turn Birch and Goose Creek
into raging torrents of water, not to mention the threat of
lightning and brush fires. M cGill

DICK ‘POUNDER’ AND JAKE ‘PACKER’ HILL, AMONG
“NAKED JUNIPER SKELETONS’ ON THE GRASSY TRAIL

“We definitely witnessed the effects of wildfire while
hiking up a hill to mark one of the trail’ s offshoots. The
sea of naked Junipers, skeletons of their former selves,
prompted a powerful image in contrast to the new
grasses around their bases. Personaly, | felt the burn
showed how the ecosystem always manages to
regenerate anew. Whether pioneer or modern outdoor
enthusiast we remain mere passers-by among this
wilderness.

“As | drove down the pass [road NW down a grade and
around to Birch Creek] , | left with a sense of accom-
plishment and pride that the California Trail will be
permanently preserved for future generations so they
may appreciate the sacrifice and bravery of those who
trekked across this desert. | wish to thank everyone else
there that day and the Oregon and Cdifornia Trails
Association for allowing meto help preserve a piece of
Idaho history[!]”............ JakeHill

June 23-24, almost every yard of thetrail was covered
from east of Granite Pass to Goose Creek Road on the

EXISTING TRAIL RAMP DOWN AND ACROSSBIRCH CR.:
CROSSING MEETSTHE SOUTH-SIDE CONTINUED TRAIL

west, and to the Utah border. The group found stretches
of thetrail with formerly place carsonites still in good
condition, other sections with no sign of amarker, and
one burned area where some new markers and afew
replacement decals on the old posts were needed.

It was good to see that posts placed severa years ago

were standing and the work done by others paid off! On
so many areas of trails we have found destroyed, broken-
off and removed markers. The remoteness of this route

PATTI ON THE DEEP-WORN TRAIL W. OF BIRCH CREEK
should help preserve the completely remarked trail
across ldaho. Twenty-three carsonite markers helped fill
in the gaps, most supplied by the BLM. Thanks Dick!

The private property of Steve Ward, Rancher, on the east
side and over Granite Pass was traversed, and we placed
4-5 markers on hisland where excellent ruts were found,
with "Private Property” decals attached. This Editor had
called him the evening of June 22, and talked with him.
He thought then that the muddy roads of 10 days before
should be dried up--and they were in good condition.

OCTA members certainly appreciate land owners who
are supportive of the preservation of our historic trails.
Mr. Ward' s responsible control of the area over Granite
Pass has been a big factor in preventing the overrunning
and overuse of that trail, and the maintaining of much of
it in pristine condition!

A careful 1-OCTA field trip can be planned in the future,
concentrating on the available ruts now al marked, and
reaching them by the roads that are now surely identified
for accessto every segment. This could be more of a
genuine trail experience, seeing what emigrants endured!

PRESERVATION AND MEMBERSHIP—
LETTER FROM TRAVISBOLEY, OCTA

The Oregon-California Trails Association has once again
expanded its preservation efforts. During the second week
of June, OCTA President Dick Pingrey and Vice-President
Vern Gorzitze came to the OCTA headquarters building in
Independence, Missouri to work with Kathy Conway and me
in developing the budget for fiscal year 2005-06, which begins
on October 1. And for the second consecutive year, we will
request of OCTA’s Board of Directors a double-digit increase
in the amount we spend on preservation projects. | fully
expect them to unanimously approve this increase.

Last year, many members were critical of OCTA’s
preservation efforts. Some of these members actually left our
membership rolls. OCTA’sBoard of Directors responded by
increasing the amount spent on preservation projects by over
20 percent. Next year, the preservation budget will increase
another 12 percent. The end result isthat Dave Welch,
OCTA’s National Preservation Officer, has undertaken an
ambitious program to train volunteers in mapping, marking



and monitoring our most precious assets, the Oregon and
CdliforniaTrails. Three training sessions a year will occur in
different parts of the country each year for the next three
years. We fully expect to train hundreds of new volunteers
during these sessions. And more importantly, I've not heard a
single complaint about OCTA’s lack of preservation effortsin
over ayear!

Last year, OCTA contributed to the Whitman Mission in
WallaWalla, Washington and this year is contributing to
projects in Gardner, Kansas and Farson, Wyoming. OCTA
will also contribute financially to help preserve trail and
Register Rock in City of Rocks National Reservein Idaho. At
the same time, OCTA continues an ambitious publishing
schedule, with Randy Brown's new Historic Inscriptions on
Western Emigrant Trails already available and several new
books and a new historic trails map all due out within the next
12 months. We also continue to publish the best quarterly
journal and newsletter of any trail organization in the land.
Period.

But these endeavors cost money. If OCTA wantsto retain its
identity as the foremost of all trail organizations, it must
continue to invest in trail preservation projects. It must
continue to publish the créme de la créme of books, journals
and maps. It must continue to train hordes of new volunteers
in mapping, marking and monitoring. It isacertainty that
without these projects OCTA will die. Without them, OCTA
losesitsraison d’étre. But to continue to do them and do them
well, we need more money.

One area that was studied for over ayear isthe cost/benefit of
membership in our organization. The cost for asingle
membership at its most basic level is currently $40. What do
you get for $40? You get a quarterly copy of Overland
Journal and News From the Plains, which costs OCTA $28
per member to publish. You get discounts on publications
bought through OCTA’s store. Y ou get invited to participate
intrail treks and to hear speakerstalk about trail history. You
get to meet hundreds of people who share a common interest,
your love of thetrail. And most importantly, you have the
knowledge that you are contributing to a worthwhile cause,
that of preserving our nation’s history for future generations.

What else does that basic $40 membership cover? It costs
OCTA nearly $5 per member just to create membership
packets and brochures and to send letters reminding you that
your membership is about to expire (that’s why it's so
important to respond to that first letter; it helps keep our
postage costs down!). It also costs OCTA about $10 per
member in administrative time to process memberships. And
before suggesting that we find ways to reduce administrative
costs, you should know that OCTA spends less than 20
percent of its operational budget on salaries.

Most not-for-profit organizations spend between 50 and 80
percent of their budgets on salary. | think you would have to
agree that OCTA's staff is an extraordinary bargain. Y ou can
see that the hard cost of maintaining a membership is $43. If
all of our members came in at the bargain rate of $40, we'd
quickly go out of business. And the $43 figure doesn’t even
include the soft costs of membership, which drive the cost of

mai ntenance up over $50. As currently configured, OCTA’s
membership program is set up as aloss leader.

So that brings me to this point: what exactly is the purpose of
amembership in OCTA? In my mind, it serves multiple
purposes. First, it provides a base of support for our mission.
Without members, we couldn’t hope to carry out the work of
preservation and education delineated in our mission
statement. Second, our members help us recruit more
members to our cause. The most effective membership
recruiting efforts occur when you tell your friends, family and
associates about us and get them excited about our work.
Third, our members work to garner effective legisation to
help preserve our trails. Fourth, from a member’s perspective,
amembership is an opportunity to contribute to a good cause,
meet likeminded folks and learn more about that which you
love. There are many, many reasons why membership exists;
these are but afew.

But perhaps the most important reason to be a member of
OCTA, or any organization for that matter, isto contribute
financially to the health of OCTA. If OCTA hasto subsidize
memberships through other means, we are not being fiscally
responsible to the organization. If OCTA hasto subsidize
memberships, we are effectively undercutting all of the
important work we need to do, including preserving trail
diaries, preserving trail remnants, placing more interpretive
signage on the trail, publishing more information about our
trails and lobbying Congress to pass legidation designed to
protect the trails. These are but afew of the things done by
OCTA, but they all cost money. And to continue to do them
and do them well, we simply cannot afford to subsidize
membership.

With al of this background information in mind, OCTA’s
Board of Directors approved a dight increase in membership
fees at its March 2005 board mesting, effective October 1,
2005. The basic membership will increase from $40 to $45
per member. Thisworks out to about 10 cents per week. |
under stand that some of our membersare of a limited
means, but because | really want to keep you as a member
| will personally pay the extra five dollarsto keep you asa
member if you let me know that another $5 per year is
going to bethe differencein keeping you or not. But | also
want you to know my personal commitment to this
organization.

| have four kids under the age of 13. One of them just
underwent brain surgery this summer. Insuranceis not
covering anywhere near the total cost. | am not asking for
your sympathy; | am only pointing out that | have tremendous
cost of living expenses. And if | can commit another $5 per
year to such an incredibly worthy cause, | would hope that
everyone could save an extra 10 cents per week to ensure that
we continue to preserve atrail that islosing dozens of miles of
traces every year.

What | really hope you will do islook at our newly tiered
memberships, which will be published in the coming weeks.
You will find that as you increase your level of commitment to
OCTA, OCTA will increase itslevel of commitment to you.

Y ou will receive more benefits and gain steeper discountsin
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our store by signing up at higher and higher levels. My goal is
to retain each and every one of you as members and to have
you all moved up to the next highest category. | am so
confident this will happen that | put in anincreasein
membership dollars of $11,000 in our upcoming budget. If
that doesn’t happen, we cannot balance the budget. Please
don’t prove mewrong! | know you are all dedicated to the
Oregon-California Trails Association, so | know you will not
only stay, | know you will at |east consider increasing the
amount you pay for your membership! And you should also
know that, historically speaking, OCTA has only raised its
dues every five years. It will likely be another five years
before thisissueisrevisited. For lessthan a dollar a week,
you can help preserve one of our nation’'s most precious
assets. What a bargain!

| hope you all have an incredible summer and | hope to see
you in Salt Lake City in August!

TravisBoley
OCTA Headquarters
Independence, Missouri

Salt Lake City, Week of August 15-20

OCTA CONVENTION-“Trailing the Pioneers”

Vern Gorzitze, 801 484 9623 vergor@wasatchnet.net

Georgelvory 8012339142  rutnut@burgoyne.com
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION FORMS

[-OCTA 2005 Scheduled Tripg/Activities

Remaining—For Your Timeto Plan!!
July 9 Alkali Creek-Glenns Ferry, Oregon Trail
marking. Wally Meyer, leader. Full day, need high-
clearance vehicles. Meet Glenns Ferry High School
PARKING LOT, west side of town--10 AM.

July 30 Proposed Goodale North field trip. Jim McGill.
Meet at Forest Servicein Emmett, south side of Hwy.
16 as you approach Emmett from the Boise side-- 9 AM.
Aug. 17-20 National Convention Salt Lake City.

Aug. 23-30 Trail marking from Idaho border to
Huntington, based at Vale, OR; also along 1-84 to
Flagstaff Hill, based at Baker. Activity organized by
Northwest Chapter OCTA, I-OCTA members invited.
Sept. 10-11 Hudspeth Cutoff marking. Jim McGill.
Meet at Lava Hot Springs. (More details |ater)

Sept. 17 Fall Board Meeting 10 AM Arco location TBA
Oct. 1 Trail marking, Wildhorse Butte and INEEL ruts.
Jeffrey-Goodale near Arco, 9 AM.

Oct. 8-9 South Alternate Trip west of Glenns Ferry—
joint with Owyhee County Hist. Society. Start south end
of Hammett Bridge, 9 AM, (Hwy. 78 over Snake River).
(Overnight camping--allow 2 days to see 9-10 sections
of the S.A., which have been viewed by few people!)
Oct. 22 Fall general Membership Meeting. 10 AM.
Probable Elmore Historical Society building, Mountain
Home. Field trip to rock inscriptions near Ditto Creek.

RENEW I-OCTA MEMBERSHIP---NOW
Does the blue date on your label still read

“Apr. 20057’ Last issue TD unless renewed!
Please send your $10 (for individuals) to Bill Wilson,
Treasurer, 5204 Waterwheel Drive, Boise, | D 83703-
3130. Trail Dust subscribers, please send your $10,
your name, addr ess, phone number, & email to Bill!

Visit Idahoocta.org, Webmaster Jerry’s
Informative and Trail-Friendly Site!




James McGill, Editor
Idaho Chapter of OCTA
305 Melba Drive
Nampa, |daho 83686



