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CONVENTION ISSUE # 2!
IDAHO’S OCTA CONVENTION IN NAMPA--VERY SOON! Epitor

By the time this issue dfrail Dustenters you mail box or email file there will beoabfour
weeks until many people will be arriving in Idaloy & week of activities related to our past
emigrant history and the trail remnants that th@gon wheels and oxen left behind—still
clearly visible for trail visitors! On July 9, tHest official activity of the convention will
begin with the start of the Idaho Wagon Train fristontpelier, Idaho. It is due in Nampa on
Monday, August 4, about 5-6:00 PM, at the NampacdBenter. At the June f'planning
meeting all reports by various sub-committees iaigid excellent progress in readying all
activities that will make up the full program. Retgations, however, seemed to be slow!
July 8 is the last day for regular registrationgithout late fees! Please, local attendees,
OCTA members and non-membefthis is an open convention), sign up now! Cdllfree,
888 811 6282—1last minute registration packets anefgistration assistance. Pass the word!

MARVELOUS, NEW -FOUND, GOODALE’S CUTOFF, A MANY WHEEL-WORN CLASS # 1 SWALE—BOTTOM MIDVALE HILL
Opportunities for participation are extensive sitihe and Eagle will occur, Tuesday, Auguét 5

to catch a ride with the Wagon Train anywhere it is
traveling across Idaho! It will arrive at the Nampa
Civic Center about 5-6:00 PM, Monday, August 4, for
a public welcoming. Afwin Falls area Bus Tour of
historic sites is still available on Sunday, AugBsAn
Oregon Trail monument dedication between Boise

Oregon Trail and emigrant presentations and histori
workshops (emigrant clothing, fur trappers anddrad
documentation of family histories, trail firearnesc.)
will be offered freely to attendeesTrail related and
historic items will be offered in auctions and dnags



during the week, anblus tours will take interested
people in all directions from Nampa, out on thd tra
remnants that Idaho OCTA is working hard to preserv
and share with the public! There will be sometHimg
everyone with even a remote interest in our history

College credits classes are stiflen for teachers with
assistance scholarships available for conventistsco
Hours accumulated in all areas of participation are
acceptable toward credits. Keeping a participation
journal and classroom use of materials and infaonat
will fulfill most of the requirements the creditayte.

Trail and history enthusiasts often come from Japan
Scotland, England and other countries, and fromyman
states in America to share the history of our wEsé
Oregon-California Trails Association is the natibna
premier group that works on preservation of all the
western historic trails, working hand in hand wite
Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the
National Park Service, and others preserving dart o
our heritage for all people. Idaho’s chapter works
within the state with many preservation and history
related groups, and members enjoy sharing oustrail

SURPRISES AND TRAIL EXCITEMENT

On about every visit to portions of the emigraatlsr
across ldaho, even with the work that has been done
for years to discover and preserve the old rempants
some undiscovered swales and/or facts about the
emigrants’ routes are still found. That was theeaas
June 5-6, 2008, whel people took a planning tour of
the convention bus route for Goodale’s CutBidme
before unseen trail sections were found, all ofolvhi
could only be parts of the 1862 train wagon rohs t
opened a new trail across Idaho and Eastern Oregon.

SIDELING SWALE, GREATLY ERODED ON LOWER END
Human eyes of the searchers saw one great section
along Thousand Springs Road, up through a canyon, a
swale ‘sideling’ around the hillside that would kav

been the only possible route up the grade. We khew
Goodale train had to do some road building on the
earlier Indian trail not usually done by many early
emigrants, according to Dunham Wright who was with
the train. And probably no one for many decades has

even considered what that evidence pointed to, what
important trail began several travel routes in wah
Our people got the privilege of identifying the yer
route over that small pass!

The group was honored to have Don Shannon, who
had lived along the present Thousand Springs read a
child, and other guests that he brought alongter t
first day—Peggy Waterman and James and Nathelle
Oates. A group from Cambridge, ID, who came with
Thel Pearson, Cambridge Historical group, OCTA
member, and one of the tour bus guides, drove down
the Payette Valley and then followed the pre-taokb
to Cambridge. These included Norm and Sandra
Hansen, Dottie Ernest and Cecelia Sachtjen.

Owyhee County Historical Society and OCTA
member, Mary O’Malley, and Gem CHS and OCTA
member, Meg Davis, both tour guides for two separat
tours, traveled along as well with Bill Wilson adidh
Vance. Kay Coffman also brought her vehicle along
with Ashley Barnhart and Monty and Carol Shobe.

OCTA MEMBERS & VISITORS TOURING THE GOODALE
The Editor and Patti, who just happened to go along
also, chose to stay in Cambridge and the secontbday
explore along Highway 95, over Midvale Hill, for
more evidence of remaining cutoff swales. One sacti
that had been found and marked earlier was hiked by
the whole tour group the first day. The new effoas
rewarded with the discovery of several other sastio
of the trail (one in the photo on page 1, U.S. H9Y.
land), most on private land but some very evidantts
distances from the highway/property fences.

SWALE FROM UNDER HIGHWAY FILL IN A VALLEY




Preliminary maps had been drawn earlier from the
GLO Maps, where the trail was supposed to be found,
and the segments were found where indicated in the
1860’s. A few markers were placed at fence crossing

The Tour that will follow this planned route is s@ag
with present registrations to be popular, many feop
having chosen to sign-up already. Everyone get your
convention registration sent now and make arrange-
ments to get on one of the busses to see thisTair
“B” only on July 7! Readersf you are still only con-
sidering the convention, do it nowDon’t miss this
great Idaho celebration of our emigrant trails!

LAST CALL—WAGON TRAIN READY!

The Oregon California Trails Association Wagon Trai
Will be on the trail for a month. It will travel tbugh
NINE IDAHO Counties on its way from Montpelier
leaving on July 9th to its arrival in Nampa on Aagu
4th. Portions of the approximately 456 miles wilvtel
the same hills, valleys, rocks, and rough roadttiat
pioneers faced one hundred fifty years ago.

There will be twenty three travel days and four Gun
rest days. We will average approximately eighteen
miles per day at three and one half miles per hour.
Some where along our route and during this event we
hope that you and the Governor of this great state
make connections. There are still roads and trail
sections left from the days of horse and wagoretrav

Some of these roads have been paved to accommodate

today’s hustle and bustle traffic. Come join usdor

day, a week, or all month as the OCTA Wagon Train
travels those roads where some of those long ago
wheel ruts are still visible. Take time out ofttha
speedy pace, where we today can travel in an heur t
same distance that the pioneers traveled in a week.

Each evenings camp will provide a chance for local
nationally known historians to talk about the TRS&IL
TRAGEDIES & TRIUMPHS of those folks who left

all they knew behind them and forged ahead to be pa
of the westward movement. They left the securiity o
friends, family, and farm to be part of the builglin
blocks for a growing nation. Come join us for an
adventure that might only happen once in a lifeetim

Our modern day wagons with rubber tires and seat
springs might take some of the bumps out of these
rough roads, but bring your tent and camping gear t
"rough it" and perhaps get a glimpse into the past.
Bring your RV or stay in a motel, but please josas
we try to follow the Jeffery/Goodale Cutoff through
portion of Idaho on a road less traveled.

Four H Clubs and riding groups are welcome. Of jus

hitch a ride on one of the several wagons whertngea

is available. This wagon train is an adjunct ® 26th

annual OCTA Convention being held in Nampa

August 4th through 9th. Check out the OCTA website

for further information and follow the wagon link.
Respectfully, Dell M. Mangum, Wagon Master

Board of Directors Idaho Chapter OCTA

EVIDENT PARALLEL SWALES OF CHEROKEE TRAIL CROSSING, WEST KIOWA CREEK—VIEW FROM POINT OF ROCKS

COLORADO’S CHEROKEE TRAIL

The Cherokee Trail that partially crosses Coloraa®
multiple friends in Colorado’s Cherokee Trail Chept
of OCTA! On June 14-15, 2008, seventeen members
and one guest participated in the trail MappingriMa
ing and Monitoring training that OCTA offers all
chapters. And the guest, Mark Johannes, enjoyed the

day on the trail so much that we hope he will subdl

a member soon—as well as speaking of his intemest i
attending the Idaho OCTA Convention! Welcome
Mark, come to Idaho! Bring other folks with you als

Dave Welch, Leslie Fryman and Jim McGill were in-
vited by the chapter to bring the training thateoth



chapters have had part in completing in the lasteth
years. The productive classroom time was finished o
the first day, with the training information supmien-
ted and added to by some members’ information about
the history of the trail and sites. This includeport

by Johanna Harden, on the staff of the Douglas §oun
Library in Castle Rock, Colorado, about trail prgto
history, maps, and other materials being gatheyed b
her and Annett Gray, also on staff, and the workde
done in researching and identifying the trail & th
Library Research Center. The evidence of all the
materials and history indicated a thorough job of
working on the chapter’s project, and great efforts
already being done toward protections of the reingin
trail segments.

LEE WHITELY SHARES INFORMATION—RUSSELVILLE

Lee Whitely, Author ofThe Cherokee Trail, Bent's

Old Fort to Fort Bridger, gave out copies of his book
to participants, and offered preparatory informafior

the second day’s trail tour. Then the second day wa
spent practicing some trail class identificatioriking

to and viewing segments of the Cherokee Trail. The
tour covered areas from Franktown to West Kiowa
Creek, the first stop at historic Russelville. Tdene
property owner and budding preservationist, Charlie
Johnson, showed trainees around, and a segmeérd of t
trail route was seen—as found on the old GLO Map of
the area. Rut Nuts will also enjoy some of thid tra
nextAugust 2009, when the Colorado chapter of
OCTA hoststhe convention during that summer!

DRY RUN FOR THE HIKING TOUR

In preparing for the 5-mile hike tour, on June @4y
OCTA members took two BLM representatives, Ryan
Homan and Jared Fluckiger, over the route, angther
replaced a few carsonite markers. It was a nicé coo
day and the kind we might hope for in August, bithw
only a slight chance that it will be even similaen!
However, some preparations for the tour should make
it reasonable even in hot weather. We must ingigina
thatpeople with borderline health issue be

extremely careful and watchful with plenty of

fluids, or stay with the bus driver. :~(

The BLM will be supplying a support vehicle to fml
on the roads at a distance, within view of thd traast
of the time. They will have refreshments and lusche
for the half-way point, and a portable potty widl b
arranged for the early lunch stop.

JARED FLUCKIGER & RYAN HOMAN, ON THE TRAIL
The BLM will have an important presence at the con-
vention with a table manned by BLM people. They
will make availableEmigrant Trails of Southern Idaho
the book first offered to OCTA people at the 1989
Boise Convention. They will also have other support
materials, maps, etc., and are ready for good trail
discussions with OCTA people who want to know and
understand more about Idaho’s historic resources.

TheTrails book was produced by the BLM and the
Idaho State Historical Society, and is still thibleiof
basic trail information and locations. However rthe
has been discussion about its revising and repgnti
IOCTA, with the great support of the BLM, has con-
tinued to discover, accurately document, map, and
mark more braids, variants and sections of the old
trails. This includes the major Goodale’s CutoffyN
of Boise and on to Brownlee Ferry in Hells Canyon,
which was left out of the 1989 book because of lafck
time according to Wally Meyer. This also includes a
major loop of the North Alternate Oregon Trail,-cur
rently being worked mostly by Jerry Eichhorst—main
subject of the “F” Bus Tour on Thursday, August 7.

SECOND PREP-RUN FOR “TOURISTS”
The “Goodale North” main route, Timothy Goodale’s
own wagon train trail along the Payette River and
northerly over Midvale Hill, was again covered for
some more pre-tour planning, on June 26. This was
done to orient one of the busses’ tour guides wtio d
not get to go along on June 5, and also to recadelv
areas for the best routes and information. Betvileen
two ride-alongs for planning even more information
was discovered that pinpointed the Goodale route.

One major point was the remaining old road that
climbs steeply north of Payette to access the aighl
where the Weiser River flows westerly. This is ofe



the few trail remnants for many miles where farrdlan

has now destroyed the trail. Two resources supftied

final answer concerning the road that was viewed by
the first group, and some people then wonderingiabo
its possible part as the cutoff trail.

The 1870 surveyor finalized the answer when he had
indicated that a later route to the Olds Ferry s€tbe
Snake River to Oregon parted from the trail belbe t
hill and went west. This early route opened by Gied
to the Weiser River crossing passed over the later-
surveyed section line at the bottom of the hilk] &me
notes saig“Bears NW & SE, & ascends hill.” This
eliminated a possible climb almost a mile to thestwe
up the same steep ridgébnvention participants, do
come on along on this Thursday “B” Tourand view
this section and others of the Goodale Train Ibralt.

REDISCOVERED FRONTIERSMAN:
TIMOTHY GOODALE-The Book

Unfortunately, the book about Tim and Jennie Goadal
and their life accomplishments will not yet be ninp
during the convention! No one can be more disappoin
ted than its author! It should be ready, howevéihiw
weeks after the convention! During the week in \ahic
the Goodale name will be a major undercurrent withi
several activities and presentations in Id&@TrA will

be offering a pre-publication sale of the book

This is the most comprehensive writing ever pulgigsh
about this little-known couple, no book before lggin
brought together. Though Tim became an outstanding
contributor to almost every phase and facet of evast
expansion during his nearly 40 years in the west, a
became an emigrant trail expert and assistant to so
many travelers, little history has been accumulated
publicly known about him since himsurder in 1869

So many facts have been hidden in small quotations
and references by the people who knew him and denni
well during their lives. Now they are being offered

Readers should be surprised and appreciative of thi

remarkable story, almost lost during the decadesesi
both people died tragic deaths—Jennie in 1897; afte
28 more difficult years of life without Tim!

Tim was well educated, but preferred to be Kit
Carson'’s silent and satisfied partner during sévera
years in the late 1840s and early 1850s. Thingaéea
during the convention about Tim and Jennie’s liaed
their Oregon Trail variant, Goodale’s Cutoff across
Idaho and part of Oregon, as well as their years
together before the wagon Train, will be greatly
supplied and supplemented by the extensive higtory
the book. Don’t misgbtaining your copy at a
reduced price which will be shipped to you as soon as
it is printed.

RAFFELE/SILENT AUCTION ROOM

Volunteers are neededo sign up for times to help
keep the room open for theffle and silent auction
times during the Nampa OCTA convention. Conven-
tion attendees who would give a little time to this
activity can contact Patti McGill at 208 467 4853 o
pattiking@cableone.net-also at the mailing address,
305 Melba Drive, Nampa, ID, 83686. Even an hour or
two of help will be very much appreciated. We dueda
some out-standing items to offer this year thatkho
get the attention of a lot of people! Everyonetbeir
bidding plan together, and go get the item you just
can’'t do without! Please send you name for Pditits
and times will be adjusted for your own schedules.

LETTERS AND NOTES

“Hi Jim , | hope the media will promote the event.
The have all the information needed to do so. Il wil
keep sending them advisories, including one byetiee
of this week. | am distributing the registratioooklet
to AARP volunteers in the hope that they will sigm
too. | will give you the names (in advance) ofth#
AARP volunteers who will work at our table and we
will identify them via name tags. We are bringirtger
giveaways in addition to the trail guides.

Cheryl Tussey,” AARP and OCTA Member

“Jim and Patty, Thank you again for taking me on the
whirlwind tour of the Goodale North Trail. My hus-
band is anxious to go as my ginea pig tourist! Also
looked up your [Goodale] paper Jim and found iyver
easily. [Sedttp://www.idahogenealogy.com/gooddle
I'll print it off and read it to set the informatiagain in
my mind before the trip.” Amy Linville

REGISTER NOW FOR THE CON-

VENTION—Open to all the public!
www.OCTA-trails.orgor call1 888 811 6282
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CONVENTION PLANNING, JULY 16th
The planning sub-committees met in Nampa
again,July 2, as this paper is being mailedand
again it was evident that the planning for all
activities will lead to great times during the
whole week.

The next planning meeting will be onJuly 16th,
6 PM, Nampa Civic Center For all involved
please do your best to be with us, the last
regular planning meeting. Please send ahead
anything that needs to be considered, planned
more or implemented now.

NEW TO I-OCTA AND/OR OCTA

Jon Willers, Reno, NV;James T. Owen Boise,
ID; (If we ever miss you please remind us
quickly!)




