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Trail Work in May 2005 Began a Busy Season                                             Editor 
After a trail marking report to Randy Brown, OCTA’s Trail Marking Chairman, concerning 
work done on May 19-21, on Raft River area Oregon Trail ruts, he replied about that Trail’s 
earlier condition. He wrote in part: “Most of those concrete posts were already lying on the 
ground when I first went out there, which was only two or three years after they were planted 
in 1988.  Even at that time, they had the look of a long-ago trail project gone haywire.  Yes, it 
must have been about 1991 because Lyle [Woodbury] and I wanted to have the graves restored 
and fence built in time for the 1993, Oregon Trail sesquicentennial wagon train.  They camped 
at Raft River and had a ceremony at the graves the same evening. . . . Good that you have them 
planted more securely, but this is more evidence that Carsonites are often better than concrete.”  
 
Randy also informed this Editor that some of the 
carsonites that he had set in Wyoming about 17 years 
ago still look good! They certainly are cheaper, though 
the price has gone up on them also, rather dramatically.                                                                   
                                                                  McGill Photo 

 
THE PICTURE IS OF ONE CEMENT MARKER THAT WAS    
    ‘TIPPED OVER’  BY THE COWS SCRATCHING ON IT 
Many of the cement markers, originally spaced only 
one-tenth mile apart, had not been buried deep enough. 
The concrete on the bottoms of some had been poured 
into a 12-14 inch deep bowl in the earth, and during wet 
conditions they allowed heavy range cows to push them! 
 
The present work included resetting clean posts in 24-30 
inch deep holes, pouring concrete at the bottom, tamping 
the holes with dirt, and the piling large rocks around 
them—to keep the cows from tromping the soil away 
from them while trying to scratch on them. They were 
replaced from one-third to one-half mile apart on the  

 
average. The viewshed now has a better appearance! 
 
That sparing use of the existing posts left others that 
need to be moved elsewhere and used, kept for spares—
some do get broken over time—or a combination of the 
two uses. The posts’  weight of about 200 pounds each, 
prevented the moving of posts at that time to other areas 
with only a few vehicles used to access the trail. John 
Lytle, BLM, reports that he has some new concrete posts 
in the yard in Burley. These can be used elsewhere also.  
 
Some trail clean-up of a few broken posts is needed, but 
the situation is much improved. This is a project that has 
waited a long time to be cared for, but even now it seems 
that the rut-nut, trail enthusiasts’  work is never done!  
 
Other projects that are hoped to be finished this season 
include the remarking of all the Hudspeth Cutoff (Sept. 
10-11) with carsonite markers, the remarking of the 
remaining California Trail stretches that passed across 
Idaho (June23-24) and much exploration of sections of 
the Goodale Cutoff north of Boise that cross private 
lands—this all during several later-set times. 
********  
This work on the trail west of Raft River , on May 19-
21, was done by the four members of I-OCTA President 
Jenson’s family, including his wife and daughters, Laura 
and Melanie. Bill Wilson drove from Boise and spent 2 



days on the project, as did this Editor and Patti. But Lyle 
Lambert, Vice President from Pocatello, started the work 
on the 19th by himself, setting several posts in concrete 
near the west end of the ruts.  
 
Lyle then worked with the others for the last two days, 
and kept busy digging, cementing, adding water, and 
covering the reset posts with earth and piles of rocks 
around the base. This may help prevent the critter dam-
age. (Workers hoped they don’ t like walking on rocks!) 
That loosened the post in times past so that they were 
finally pushed over! But these were reset deeper and 
more permanently—HOPEFULLY!                       McGill 

 
THE JENSONS,  LYLE LAMBERT , AND MELANIE (BACK) 
Lyle deserves a lot of credit though the other members 
assisted him in all that work. If one wants something 
done right ask Lyle Lambert “how”  or “help?”________  
GIS AND RELATED TRAINING  
On May 10-12, Doug Jenson, Bill Wilson and this Pre-
servation Officer attended the NPS training in Salt Lake 
City on the GIS (Global Information System) units that 
have been purchased for Chapters by NPS. These are 
sophisticated GPS, mapping and data collecting units. 
Eventually all the national historic trails are planned to 
be mapped with these units, and all available informa-
tion entered into the NPS data system. This will include, 
besides accurate GPS plotted maps, historic information 
about the trails, positions of graves, markers, historic 
land features and other relative information about trail 
routes and remnants. 
 
The processes to be followed are these: 1) The research 
of trails in emigrant diary-entry information, 2) accurate 
locating and marking of trail remnants by on-ground 
search/verification, 3) the mapping following MET 
Manual standards (completing 7.5 Minute Quad Maps 
with diary information inscribed), and 4) eventually the 
walking of the trails with the GIS units and entry of all 
the pertinent information as one goes along. 
 
All of the information will be downloaded into a GIS 
companion computer, with the NPS Pathfinder software 

installed to handle the data, and then electronically sent 
to the NPS office in Salt Lake. Those trained at Salt 
Lake can train other Chapter members in procedures of 
paperwork preparation and collecting GIS information.  
 
The responsibility for getting information accurately sent 
to Kay Threlkeld at NPS falls on the three Salt Lake 
trained members, specifically on the project manager. 
No one asked for that position. Kay Threlkeld appointed 
this Preservation Officer to be I-OCTA’s manager. 
 
Although there appears to be much work ahead, and few 
workers with time enough to fully involved, we need to 
appreciate Kay for all her work in getting this project 
going. And we also report that she has spent, and will 
continue to spend, much of her own time collecting 
diaries and segments of diary quotes to place on the 
related web site for Chapter use in documenting trails! 
 

Trail volunteers are needed to help with this project!!   
A RARE PHOTO OF EZRA MEEKER 
During recent months this Preservation Officer had 
visited a portion of the South Alternate OT, through 
Owyhee Co., Idaho, near the infamous Sinker grade, a 
terrible hill/canyon route for early emigrants. Some 
circumstances brought about the research on a historic 
mining-freight road that crossed the SA at Sinker Creek. 
 
The earliest homesteader, 1876, that settled quite near 
the mouth of the stream, as well as on the freight road, 
was a rancher, Jacob Reuben. Along the SA are found 
the graves of two of his children, and his whole life for 
approximate his last 25 years was a series of tragedies. 
These were documented in the write up on the history of 
the freight road, aided by a surviving Reuben grandson. 
David Carroll, born on that ranch. He was discovered 
living in Boise. He contributed some historic pictures.   
                                                                         Carroll Histor ic Photo 

 
   JAKE, EZRA, UNKNOWN, &  DEPT. INTERIOR OFFICER 
When Ezra Meeker had visited the area around the turn 
of the century, he and Jacob, along with a Department of 
the Interior representative, had searched the SA near the 



top of sinker grade for evidence of the Utter Disaster. It 
had been thought then that the attack site was in that 
location, but now has been proven to have been back 
east along the trail near Castle Butte.  
           
David Carroll supplied the picture of the three known 
and one unknown men, near a little pile of wagon 
remnants found in the area—thought then to be parts of 
Utter Train wagons that were destroyed by the Indians.  
_____________________________________________ 
PROGRESS ON ‘GOODALE NORTH’! 
In late May, Patti and this writer spent 3 days in the 
Cambridge, ID, area.  Day 1 was upon portions of the 
Goodale Train route from Payette to Martha Jane 
Roberts’  grave (January 2003, Trail Dust), the probable 
camp site of the Goodale emigrants in the Salubria area. 
Salubria was the first town along the trail in mid-1860. 

 
Though nothing is left of the trail across that farm land, 
the route was photographed at road crossings, through 
valleys, and where present roads pass. The trip through 
Mann Creek valley displayed the sure route north from 
the Weiser River crossing, and ruts were found near U. 
S. 95, down Midvale Hill to Middle Valley.           McGill 

 
    SIGNIFICANT ROCKY SWALE DOWN MIDVALE HILL  
The second day found the explorers following the route 
from Martha’s grave and present Cambridge to the NW, 
on the old trail to Brownlee’s Ferry on the Snake River. 
Some areas of great old ruts were discovered that have 

been ignored along that route, probably not before seen 
or recognized by modern trail enthusiasts. 

 
DEEP GOODALE SWALE—UP RIDGE NW OF CAMBRIDGE 
The third day the north end of the miners and emigrants 
variant, opened immediately after Goodale, from 
Emmett to the Middle Weiser River, Salubria valley, 
was followed. Again some ruts that have before been 
ignored were found, mapped and photo documented! 
That route, opened for wagons by March 1863, (W. P. 
Horton’s report, Walla Walla--Boise Basin), became the 
heavily used emigrant route to Middle Weiser Valley.  

DEEP WORN TRAIL NEAR DIXIE CR.—GOODALE’S CAMP     
    SITE AND MARTHA’S GRAVE TWO MILES ON AHEAD  
Some private undeveloped land areas were identified 
where ranchers’  permissions may allow explorations for 
other segments of the trail to be rediscovered. 
AND, WHATS MORE. . . . . . . 
On June 2, 2005, Wally Meyer, Dean Shaw, BLM field 
officer from Boise, and the McGill couple hiked and 
located some parts of the same trail NW of Emmett, ID. 
This was the last 2+ unexplored miles of 14-15 miles of 
trail remnants that remained between Homer Road, north 
of Eagle, and the top of Goodale’s ridge, first “Freezeout 
Hill”  road down to the Payette River valley and Emmett. 
(Wally’s place, north of Homer Road, has trail swales!) 
 
Trails up two canyons from N. Fork Willow Cr. were 
found, related to the story and photo on page 3, January 
2005 Trail Dust. They both show great ruts, but one was 
a route later than 1868. Goodale’s Train opened his route 
in 1862. It was discovered in information on the 1868, 
GLO plat and in surveyor notes that the western canyon 
of the two was the earliest, therefore Goodale’s route. 
 
The route down NW from the pass on a ridge, one of  



                                                                                                   McGill 

 
TALL GRASS COVERS THE PRISTINE RUTS IN THE WEST    
 CANYON—ONE OF FIRST GOODALE NORTH MARKERS 
two possible, was not as easy to identify after studying 
the same sources. On the first trip the hikers had 
followed one trail through a canyon on the north side of 
the pass, which turned out to be a road later than 1868. A 
follow-up trip June 9, clarified the Goodale route. 
 
After a stop at the Gem County Courthouse, where Greg 
Himes, County Assessor, supplied the McGills with a 
cost-free, 2000, aerial photo of the area, the sought-after 
ridge was found. The aerial photo confirmed the route 
indicated on the old land plat, with what turned out to be 
marvelous Class 1 ruts! The ridge goes down NNW to 
Jackass Gulch Road. As the hike began up that ridge, 
southerly, it was only minutes before the two returnees 
were hiking an inspiring route of trail ruts up to the pass. 

 
  WILD FLOWERS GROW WELL IN THE ANCIENT DUST     
  FROM TIRED OXEN’S FEET—ONE RUT ON THE RIDGE 
A hike on down the southern canyon from the pass, 
viewed the week before only from the top, initiated that 
2+ miles of trail for others who will care to share such an 
experience. That finished the first and complete 
exploration of that section of the Goodale, probably 
since many decades, from Eagle, ID, to Freezeout Hill. 
 
Ever spectacular and awe-affecting, in empathy for the 
dedication and daring of those hearty emigrants, the first 
Freezeout Hill road down the ridge to the Payette River 
Valley is the highlight of any trip on this part of the 
Goodale North. This is a landmark that protrudes out 
over the Emmett valley, and the trail down can be seen 
for several miles. A hike down or up puts your feet in 
ruts that have changed little. Plant growth is poor there! 

Goodale’s Train broke the trail down the ridge! The 
ridge is quite steep all the way down for nearly a half 
mile, but then drops off the last hundred yards even 
more-so! It can be understood why one account claimed 
that it took “as many as twelve teams of horses and 
more than a day to pull a freight wagon up the hill!”   
 
It is composed of coarse granite sand, deposited 
when Lake Idaho covered the area up to hundreds 
of feet deep. Therefore the soil would have easily 
collapsed into deep and a miring kind of grainy dust 
under the narrow wagon wheels.     

GOODALE RUTS DOWN STEEP FREEZEOUT HILL RIDGE 
_____________________________________________ 
 A LETTER FROM RALPH MAUGHAN 
“ I had hoped to be an integral part of marking pioneer 
trail across the south central part of the state, some of 
which has already been done. But since our encounter 
with that freight train in December 2003, I have been 
very much restricted in what I can do. I have not 
regained my strength and full coordination. 
 
“ I feel very sad about missing out on the Parting of the 
Ways work day early this month [written May 16] and 
will have to miss the outing scheduled for May 21-23, as 
well as the trip over Granite Pass and down into Goose 
Creek. I have traveled most of those trails and might 
have been able to be of some help as we traveled these 
old Pioneer Trails. 
 
“ I am sorry to have to pull out on these field trips as we 
thoroughly enjoy being out on the trails with fellow ‘ trail 
nuts.’  Good luck in your continuing work with IOCTA. 
You’ re doing the people of Idaho a great Service.             
Sincerely,                                     Ralph W. Maughan”  
**********  
[Ralph and wife were injured terribly when they drove 
into a freight train parked across the road at night, with 
no lights at the crossing and no crossing guard or train 
employee to warn them. They spent many weeks in the 
hospital, she having several surgeries. They are well into 
their 80s, and have served trails preservation and trail 
education for many years prior to this time. Please write 
& encourage them: 376 N. 400 E.,  Rupert, ID.  83350]   



A SO. ALTERNATE VISIT BY VISITORS 
On June 13, this Editor and Patti had the privilege of 
sharing several miles of the South Alternate Trail in 
Owyhee County with a couple of potential “ rut-nuts!”  
 
Norris and Jo Simmonds moved to Idaho a couple of 
years ago and purchased land along Highway 78, not 
being told or knowing that they have 10 acres of land 
with some of the finest swales of the S. A. crossing it! 
In the February 2004 Trail Dust, page 3, a photo of the 
home of Bob and Sue Davenport, next door neighbors to 
the Simmonds, and a short note was printed. The picture 
showed a ‘Y’  in the S.A. that ran right up to the Daven-
port home.                                                       McGill Photo 

 
   NORRIS COUPLE HELP REPLACE A SECOND MARKER    
 ON THE S. ALT.—THE FIRST WAS ON THEIR OWN LAND 
We had marked that private land and verified the trail 
across their land. It was written in the Paper that mark-
ing those ruts “effectively united two divided sections 
into a nearly 5 mile stretch of ruts.”  At that time we saw 
a new home just built next door. The only exception was 
the 200 yards of ruts across the Simmonds’  land.  
 
We had tried to visit that home then, but only a year ago 
got acquainted with the couple at the Murphy. ID, 
annual “Outpost Days”  weekend. They then asked about 
a trail marker like the neighbors had! Someone had 
finally told them that the unusual swale across their land, 
12 to 18 inches deep, was the Oregon Trail! Said Jo 
Simmonds something like, when she lived in Michigan 
she had “ read about the Oregon Trail, but never thought 
she would be living on it!”  
 
To our remorse—over not being more prompt in sharing 
what we claim to care so much about—we took until this 
time to honor their request! Norris and Jo had in the 
meanwhile ridden their small ATVs on the trail toward 
Murphy, and explored across Rabbit Creek. They had 
also found the remaining marked ruts down the Rabbit 
Creek variant, and have, on their own, now built a 
genuine interest in the trail. They are only about a hop, 
skip, or  jump from becoming full fledged rut nuts! And 
we hope their interest leads to I-OCTA and OCTA 
memberships and participation.  
 

We were honored to take them on an almost all-day  
tour of the S.A., from Sinker Creek west to Rabbit 
Creek. We viewed the upper variant that crossed Sinker 
Creek at the present Edward’s ranch, and also the lower 
branch that meets Sinker Grade. And we drove on a  
parallel with the trail, 7-8 more miles of pristine ruts 
across the back country, and sharing some historic sites. 
 
We had allowed them to plant a carsonite marker on 
their ruts before leaving their home, and that did close 
the gap in the two formerly separated trail sections. They 
are going to set an old wagon on their part of the trail, 
which can be viewed by all drivers on Highway 78. 
 
Their planting of a second replacement marker along the 
trail, west of Murphy Flat, speaks to the fact that they 
got to see some remote ruts that only a few others have 
witnessed. Few know/understand the significance of that 
route and the historic sacrifices many emigrants made. 
 
I-OCTA members, send them greetings and a welcome 
to Idaho’s trails everywhere!          Njssms7@aol.com 
_____________________________________________ 
California Trail Disappointment 
As we approach the printing of this issue of Trail Dust, 
word has come that the two-day field trip, led by Peg 
Cristobal and Bill Wilson, had to be amended. There 
will only be a one day trip on Saturday, June 18, to the 
area of City of Rocks, and down part of the “Salt Lake 
Alternate trail.”  We will hope for a report on that trip for 
the next issue of Trail Dust. 
 
Earlier inclement weather, especially the unusual amount 
of spring and early summer rains, rained havoc on the 
roads near and over Granite Pass. They are sometimes 
quite treacherous anyway in that area, and easily 
changed by excessive water. 
 
There is a hope for some drying weather before the 
scheduled trail marking on June 23-24, and the plan is 
still in effect to attempt to mark some of that trail across 
the most southern part of Idaho. It might be necessary to 
work from the western part of the route, which meets the 
corner of Utah before passing into Nevada. This can be 
accessed by going south on Goose Creek Road from 
Oakley. We shall inform by email of any change!  
 
Anyone who might consider this marking trip should 
email this Editor or Lyle Lambert of your intention, so 
that we can keep participants informed of any change 
from the earlier announced plan for marking. That is, to 
meet at 9:00 a.m., June 23, at the intersection of the 
Granite Pass road that goes SW to the pass, Birch Creek 
Road from Oakley, and the road that connects south of 
City of Rocks to the Salt Lake Alternate. It is outside 
City of Rocks, SW of the Twin Sisters.     Happy trails! 
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_________________________________________ 
I -OCTA 2005 Scheduled Tr ips/Activities 
Remaining—For Your  Time to Plan!! 
July 9 Alkali Creek-Glenns Ferry, Oregon Trail 
marking. Wally Meyer. Full day, need high-clearance 
vehicles.  Meet Glenns Ferry High School, 10 AM.  
July 30 Proposed Goodale North field trip.  Jim McGill.  
Meet at Forest Service in Emmett, 9 AM. 
Aug. 17-20 National Convention Salt Lake City. 
Aug. 23-30 Trail marking from Idaho border to 
Huntington, based at Vale, OR; also along I-84 to 
____________________________________ 
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Flagstaff Hill, based at Baker.  Activity organized by 
Northwest Chapter OCTA, I-OCTA members invited. 
Sept. 10-11 Hudspeth Cutoff marking. Jim McGill.  
Meet at Lava Hot Springs. (More details later) 
Sept. 17 Fall Board Meeting 10 AM Arco location TBA 
Oct. 1 Trail marking, Wildhorse Butte and INEEL ruts. 
Jeffrey-Goodale near Arco, 9 AM.  
Oct. 8-9 South Alternate Trip west of Glenns Ferry—
joint with Owyhee County Hist. Society. Start south end 
of Hammett Bridge, 9 AM, (Hwy. 78 over Snake River). 
(Overnight camping--allow 2 days to see 9-10 sections 
of the S.A., which have been viewed by few people!) 
Oct. 22 Fall general Membership Meeting.  10 AM. 
Probable Elmore Historical Society building, Mountain 
Home. Field trip to rock inscriptions near Ditto Creek. 
 
RENEW I-OCTA MEMBERSHIP---NOW  
Does the blue date on your label still read “Apr. 2005?”  
Please send your  $10 (for  individuals) to Bill Wilson, 
Treasurer , 5204 Waterwheel Dr ive, Boise, ID 83703-
3130. Trail Dust subscr ibers, please send your  $10, 
your  name, address, phone number , &  email to Bill! 
 
________________________________________________________ 

Visit Idahoocta.org, Webmaster Jerry’s 
Informative and Trail-Friendly Site! 
_______________________________ 


