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SNOW IS GONE, TRAILS CALL, AND PREP-RUNS ARE ON!  Jim McGill
The one-timenindrance of a couple of feet of snow to trail marking on GanfPrairie, on the
Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff, has mostly gone the waglb$now in warm sunshine—except for
one big snow drift! Saturday, May 10, 2008, witreaf OCTA’s newest members excitedly
doing the honors of supporting the marking of tloea@ntion Wagon Train route, 35 miles
of markers were checked and additional carsondds@d Amy Ballard of Fairfield, ID, local
school teacher, historian and writer, stayed o thrtthe whole long day. The first attempt
at marking on March 28, noted in the Agirfail Dust, was finally completed, with only one
hold-up. At least once each year this Preserva&ificer must get stuck, and that remaining

pile of blown snow in the middle of the road malattpossible—an early accomplishment!
Some unmelted drifts of snow were still aroundhes t The trip was successful not only in finishing thagen

trip was begun 20 miles west of Fairfield, on Wild
Horse Road, which in places covers the emigrait tra
The big one around the corner and down a stegp hill
across the middle of the road, was unexpected &fter
miles of almost dry roads and a few traces thandid
stop the drive. The delay in calling for help dwt end
the planned marking all the way to near the Moamsto
Ranch (October 2007 rail Dust).

On May 6, an email from Amy Ballard, offered one of
those binding trail motivators that is irresistigil,
We've had some really warm days lately and almlbst a
of our snow is gone. The fields are turning grexao, |
think you would be fine to come to place markeng an
time. Let me know when you folks are in the area!
Thanks for the membership scholarship. I'm so egcit
to be an OCTA member! | plan to sign up for the
convention todayAmy” She had not found this drift!

train route, but in discovering about a mile ofltra
never before marked along Wild Horse Creek (Photo
next page).Some years ago someone had place a
marker on the parallel road up on the ridge-side, b
with time to explore the trail swale became obvibus
the valley near where the stream flowed—across part
of 2 miles of BLM land. A few other shorter trail
remnants near the road, on east, were also encednte

CARSONITE POUNDER COMPARED TO THIS 150 YEAR
OLD WAGON WHEEL-WORN BOULDER IN THE TRAIL

Along sections of the roads where the trail is gome

cluding Base Line Road and Peck Road—the route that

the wagon train will follow in July—a few carsonite

markers were added for the benefit of viewing layntr

riders and for information for local residents.




THE JEFFREY-GOODALE CUTOFF GOING WESTERLY, RIGH T TO LEFT, SHOWS UP WELL FROM AN EASTERN HILL

Besides the sixteen new carsonite markers placed al
the route, including the one in the above phota nea
Wild Horse Creek, many old “Goodale’s Cutoff”
decals were replaced on existing posts with theemor
historically accurate “Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff” trai
indicators. Most of the remnants of the 230 milethe
J-G trail now support the new designations.

>>>>> CONVENTION PLANS

Most of the preparation-runs for all the convention
tours will be carried out soon. Tour guides arengei
recruited to assist the original guides who planihed
own trips because it is evident that multiple busiis
be needed for most tours! If you have not registere
timing is going to be critical to get the tours yane
wanting to follow! The one-time popular tour, the
Saturday, August 9, “G” tour, to Three-Island Cings
reenactmenis near being closedSpace at the Glenns
Ferry location will possibly limit this to two buss.

We will work diligently to give first choice-tourgut

will probably need to assign some second-choicés. A
tours will be top quality, and most are new to aimyg
that has been offered in the past in Idaho. EvHoyte

is being made to supply exactly what participamts d
indicate what is desirable on their registratiohkfie
werel41 people registered by May 9, 175 by May
19, and 200 by May 31, 2008!

BONNIE FITZPATRICK: Reaching Out
Travis: We set up a booth (table) at the Nampa Civic
Center today for the Chamber of Commerce's annual
dinner. We were inundated by people coming by our
table. However, it was more for the quick signatore
confirm their presence at each table so as to enabl
them to enter the contest for a monetary rafflayaRa-
less, we took good use of their visits to let tHeraw
about the OCTA convention and Canyon County His-
torical Society. We hope we get lots of local iestrin
the convention and the wagon train ride from Mohtpe
lier, Idaho, starting on July 9th.

Thank you Travis for paying for the table which in-
cluded the dinner for us. Jim McGill, Wendy Miller,

Dean Edens (manager of the museum in Caldwell) and

myself were the beneficiaries. Looking forward to
meeting you in August. Tharmknagain.
Bonnie Fitzpatrick, CCHS & OCTA

I'm glad to hear that you had a lot of visitors!pgde
fully it will pay off in sponsorships, registratispand
publicity. —Travis

BONNIE AND WENDY MILLER-THE OCTA/CCHS TABLE

RECOGNITION FOR SPONSORSHIPS
NationalParkService, Wagon Train Insuraneeb2300
Goicoechea LawNampa, Partial Utter Bus Tou$200
Anonymous Teachers’ OCTA membership8500

OCTA REGISTRATION REQUESTED HELP

I amMary Ann Tortorich (MAT) and they are letting
me help with registration at the convention. THera
need for staffing the Registration/Information Room
during the convention. | will be there 90% of thrad.
You will see me at the Registration/Information Teab
even when we are not officially open per the schedu
just in case someone needs information or helmd@o




panic and think | need help. A two-hour shift saled
will follow times stated in the Registration Brochu
You are asked to sign-up to work in two-hour, 10-
minute shifts. This allows overlap time to share
information, etc. If this does not work, and youncat
commit that long of time, we will work with you. €h
first three days are mostly handing out convention
packets and nametags and answering questions. The
rest of the week, it is just a matter of answering
guestions and guiding folks to the correct location
During the speakers, meetings, meals, the plan is t
stagger folks so you will be able to leave thedabl
attend. You just need to be in the room during the
breaks.

| plan to hold two in-service training sessionsxmae

hour, for those who might want to come: Sunday,

August 3 and Monday, August 4, before the registra-

tion is set to open. Times and places will be anced

later. If you cannot attend one of these sessims,

the-job training is possible, and | will have aforma-

tion folder for you.

In-service includes:

* Studying the map so you can find your way around
the center and locate various meeting/activans.

* Most of the “What If's.”

* Where everything will be in the room, supplies;.e

* Knowing how to answer the most asked question in
the world, “Where is the bathroom?”

* How to say, “I will get Mary Ann for you!” withoti
terror in your voice!

* You will learn what you can do and what you acg n
expected to do; handle money, sell tickets, etc.

* Understand handling ticket snafus, missing tisket

* What to do if someone wants to trade or selldisk
for an event, meal, or tour.

You may leave early, if your replacement comesyearl
And if no one shows up at the end of your shify yo
are free to leave. | will accept men or women, barys
girls. You can sign up for more than one slot teme
day, or many days! Contact me for times you wish to
work, or | can send you a copy of the hours avéglab
Mary Ann Tortorich (MAT)wagonwheel@volcano.net
or 209.296.7242

OCTA MEMBERSHIP NEWS Duane lles
Good news! We have had three months of continual
growth. Even though our current 1651 is below last
August, we are going the right direction. We hawet g
to keep this going. The Gold Rush contest is gtilhg
and you still have a chance to win the $100, $582&r
awards. Also, you always get a $5.00 gift certificat
our store for each member. But, the real award is
helping to keep OCTA a great organization.

People say they cannot recruit.—1) Bring a friemd t
meeting, event, etc. You will do them a favor! 2)
Everyone has family and friends they give gifts to.
Give them a one year trial membership. What better
gift to give than one that lasts all year? 3) Ghat
farmer or volunteer that helped your chapter a mem-
bership. 4) Give a name to the membership chairman
and let him/her do the recruiting.

If you don’t get the Idaho chapter newsletienail

Dust, pull it up on the internet or let me know and |
will get you a copy. Read the Jim McGill, editor,
article about membership. He says it better thaoa

I know. Jim plans to be the contest winner. Giva hi
some competition. As Jim says “...we will have given
many new folks some experiential knowledge of
OCTA...,” and “Go out and find someone new that
will be thankful to you for life!” Duane

THIRD IN A SERIES, A NEW BOOK BY
DON SHANNON WILL BE OUT IN TIME
FOR NAMPA'S OCTA CONVENTION!

Jim, Suzi, [May 27] The Printer received the shipped
Final Proofs oMassacre Rocks and City of Roclss
morning; The books are to be printed within three
weeks and delivered to Caxtons, leaving some floere
distribution and sales while Snake Country Pubtighi
stores the remainder here. Am working on Historical
vignettes to go with the OCTA Boise Valley OT Tour.
Suzi, | should be able to provide you with a roaghy
at the next meeting. Am delighted that you willdea
the second bus. June is pretty much filled up biyti3
a clean slate for us to run over the route andudisc
what we will present. Don Shannon



REACHING STUDENTS & TEACHERS

On Friday, May 16, IOCTA members set up with the
Oregon Trail wagon and artifacts, owned by Pete and
Diane Aldrich, Middleton, at the Meridian, Idaho,
Middle School during the Fourth Grade “Rendezvous!”
All the fourth grade classrooms in the district edior
the day to all kinds of presentations by historid a
other activities groups. Diane, and daughter amdiiso
law, Angela and Steve Pugh, presented trail histony
uses of tools and materials by emigrants traveliagt.
Students got to become involved and handle many of
the visual props and children’s toys.

STEVE PUGH SHOWS STUDENTS AROUND THE WAGON
Twelve teachers, who are involved in teaching the
Idaho and Oregon Trail history in that district,
signed up fofrail Dust, and for OCTA, Conven-
tion, teacher college class, and wagon train infor-
mation. One teacher signed up for OCTA mem-
bership and was going home to get on line and
register for the convention and the NNU class. We
should see 2-3 more show up soon on the registra-
tion! We will also follow-up later with trails pres
entations in various classrooms. Word gets out!

TRAIL TIME FOR GOOD STUDENTS

On May 3%, time was given to take seven good young
people on a hike of the O.T. South Alternate--stiisle
from Lakeshore Baptist Church in Nampa who did

respond with interest to experiencing the old teaild

to the story of 13 year old Emeline Trimble and her
1860 hardships. Education is one of OCTA'’s middle
names! We want young people to get interested .early

Fourteen students and adults shared the experiénce
seeing the remnants of wagon-wheel wear on tha eart
and upon rocks in the trail. This was also a moimtp

of some trail that was marked a few years ago,afind
markers were in place with decals in good condition

One positive result was the stirring of an increlase
interest in the convention by new OCTA member, Chip
Hull. This concerned the offering of the NNU classl
some more of his family member’s possible involve-
ment in the convention, including daughter, Chynae!
What a good place for a Saturday morning hike, on a
fine day out on an emigrant route to Oregon.

LETTERS AND NOTES

Jim, Referring to the letter from Marvin Burke in the
May 08 edition of Trail Dust about Family Radio
Service FRS and CB. The answer is that the two
operate on totally different frequencies. A staddaB

will not operate on the new FRS radio channelsaAs
side note, some of the FRS channels only operate on
low power. Read the manual that comes with theoradi
and the charts below. GMRS-FRS has a real advantage
as the 14 channels can be encoded by 38 sub-audible
tones for a truly secret or private channel as each
channel has 38 possibilities (an example is 15,15
meaning channel 15 and tone 15). CB only operates o
5 watts on AM or SSB (single side band). | prefer
FRMS as it avoids the rude and crude language so
common on CB. Hope this helps. Good issue by the
way, keep it upSteve Knight Pres. CA-NV OCTA

Dear Jim, My husband and | are both members of
OCTA and are going to be on the Jeffery-Goodale
wagon train this summer. In your latest edition of
"Trail Dust" it says to contact an email addregs fo
current up dates for the wagon train. | have tteed
contact that email address with no luck. Can ydphe
| really appreciate it. Our personal email at hasne
xjewelerdoug@hotmail.cont am writing this from my
school email. | am a teacher in lowa. Thank you for
your help! Lynn Davis

Hello Jim/Patti, | have the Black Rock Bungalow in
Gerlach, Nevada, which is a vacation rental/kitettn
unit on the edge of the Black Rock Desert. I'd tike
offer a one-night stay at the Bungalow(Value up to
$120.) | can provide you with a PDF Certificate that
you can print and present. Let me know if this veork
Best, Margie Reynolds

Margie, That would be a great item for the live auction
on Friday during evening meal! Will gladly accelpist
and print out when you send it! Of course this Wwél
relevant for the Cal-NV Chapter members, but others



can possibly use during a travel or get-away--aithiea
ful place to spend some time. Is it near the desalt
route? If not people can go near the trail routgnay
and see what those emigrants had to endurd?atti

[OCTA Members] In the OCTA calendar, review the
information about the OCTA Wagon Train Stop (and
barbeque dinner!) in Idaho, July 30th. Take a labk
theBoard of Directors organization chartlisted in

the Member Resources section of the OCTA website.
http://www.octa-trails.org/members/index.hjml

There is a link to the obituary for Lloyd Gundy in
Memorials. Web-editor, Marley Shurtleff

On June 21st theartnership for the National Trails
Systemwill be hosting a press event at the annual
Outdoor Writers Association conference in Bismarck,
ND. OWAA is the premier professional organization
for outdoor communicators, most of whom are atten-
ding in hopes of finding additional story ideas and
material for stories in magazines, newspapersoradi
TV and internet efforts. I've forwarded to themdl

the pertinent info regarding the wagon train. In
exchange, they've asked that we hang a Partnership
banner from one of the wagons. | have it in my
possession & can forward it to someone. Just gige m
an address to which | can sendlitavis

Hi, Jim, I've really been enjoying the info you've sent.
I haven't had much time to check up on local ssorie
about the "fort," etc. but will do so when | canel

been thinking about th@oodale tour dry run [June

5", and I'm thinking it would be pretty hard for riwe
make it. | did print the history you sent, andheary if
guides were short the day of the tour, | could luelp
[Yes she will'l] Hope you have enough people to help
I'm planning to do some articles about the wagaimtr
etc. before hand. | love summer! Amy Ballard

I-OCTA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, APRIL 26, 2008, NAMPA, IDAHO
1. Callto Order: 10:00 AM by Doug Jensen,
President at the Dutch Inn Restaurant, Nampa, ldaho
The 28 in attendance were: I-OCTA President, Doug
Jenson; Lyle Lambert, VP; Jerry Eichhorst, VP & Web
Master ; Bill Wilson, Treasurer; Kay Coffman,
Secretary; James McGill, Preservation Officer; Bloar
of Directors Peg Cristobal, & Historian, Norma Dart ,
Dell Mangum. Also: Patti McGill, Wally Meyer,
Lynn Porter, Wendy Miller, Gil & Jane Wyllie, Roger
Blair, Larry & Pat Jones, Jim Payne & Pat Rhodes,
Joyce Everett, Mary Ann Tortorich, Ray & Pati Sweet
Phil & Marie Schnee, Suzi Pengilly, Bonny Chohrach.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting Doug emailed prior
minutes to be read before to the meeting. Jekgds

that minutes be sent to him to include on the wieb s
Motion by Peg to accept minutes? By Bill, carried.
3. Reports Treasurer Bill read provided copies of
the treasurer’s reports for March 29 & April 26 ahd
membership list. Balance of $4,822.85, CD balance
$2,321.23. The Idaho Chapter has 186 members plus
12 Trail Dustonly subscriptions. Motion by Peg to
accept the treasurer's report’ By Lyle, carried.
Website Jerry reported that the web site is up to date;
the URL iswww.idahoocta.org
PreservationJim reported much summer trail marking.
Convention Jim reported that 99 people have regis-
tered for convention to date. Comments are goodtabo
the programs, meal costs, and other offerings.
National Board Meeting Bill read the list of motions
passed at the Sacramento meeting on March 7 & 8
which will be published in th®verland Journal.
4. Old BusinessBLM Byway Progress & Plans
Jerry reported that on Wednesday he turned over the
CD to the BLM. BLM will prepare it for publication.
Montpelier Sign Doug said plans are going ahead for
the Ezra Meeker marker sign.
Elderhostel Doug reported that Elderhostel trips will
be made in July & September and they need our help.
NPS Auto Tour Booklet Doug reported that the Utah
& ldaho Chapters received a copy of the booklet for
review prior to publishing.
5. New BusinessLander Road Interest at Stump
Creek; Documentation from ISUThis is the 150
anniversary of the Lander Road’s use. Lynn Porter
talked about report containing an archaeologicalesu
done by ISU—provided two copies to I-OCTA.
Trips — Convention Dry RunsJim reported that he
and Jerry are working on the dry run trips, withde
emails out as far ahead of the dry runs as possible
Wind Turbines, Power Transmission Lines, Nuclear
Power Plant:Suzi Pengilly reported that there are five
major power transmission lines proposed to go fiinou
southern Idaho This is all part of the Federal Byer
Law to develop more energy. Jim and Wally talked
about location for the nuclear power plant in Elenor
County in relation to South Alternate Trail.
High-potential Sites & SegmentSuzi reported that
the NPS management plan shows seven high potential
trail segments and 20 other sites.
E. Additional New BusinessLyle — Land Donation,
Montpelier Peg moved that Lyle contact the
Montpelier Trail Center to let them know that we're
backing them on the land donation from Dr. Danab an
let us know what we can do”,dZDy Wally, carried.
F. Closing the Meeting At 11:40 AM, Jerry moved
to adjourn, & by Mary Ann, meeting adjourned.

Kay Coffin, Secretary
(Complete Minutes available amvw.Idahoocta.org




|-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF
Doug Jenson President [ensondd@ida.net
Lyle Lambert Vice-Presazaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst Vice-Pres. jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson — Treasurer & Membership Chair
ma_bill@msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James McGill-Preservationwmcgill@pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal- Historian (see below)
Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com
Board of Directors
Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com

Dell Mangum target@cbyteusa.net
Norma Dart nodart@cableone.net
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net

NEW PRINTER--NICER APPEARANCE!

JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

CONVENTION PLANNING, JUNE 17th

The planning sub-committees met in Nampa again,
June 4, with reports of progress toward thd @ETA
convention in that city. Little “new” ground was
covered, but it appeared that planning for alhétitis
will lead to great times during the whole week.

The next planning meeting will be dane 17, 6 PM,
Nampa Civic Center. For all involved pleasdo your
best to be with us and from now on there will be a
meeting about every two weeks (potentiallyJoiy
2" and 16").

NEW TO I-OCTA AND/OR OCTA

John Spradlin (Teacher) Meridian, ID;Delsie
Whinery, Lacrosse, WASharon Forrest,
Alexandria, VA;Beth Bivens (Teacher)Nampa;
Penny Wilkinson (Teacher), Nampa;Delsie
Whinery, Lacrosse, WACris Bent, Star, ID; and
belated a noticdyleg Davis Emmett, ID. (If we
ever miss yoy please remind us quickly!)




