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FALL BOARD MEETING AND MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT FAIRFI ___ELD EDITOR
Nineteen I-OCTA members atlaree visitor$* attended the fall meetings in Fairfield, ID,
on October 13, 2007, and addressed the businessrging on the work of the chapter.
During the afternoon, to meet the time need andhfeiconvenience of Rod Gonzales,
Manager of the Moonstone Ranch, some members fetld®od to the ranch and explored
the part of the Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff which craktes area south of Moonstone Mountain.
It is unknown if some of this trail has ever beenessed by OCTA members. Only one
marker western was evident. This was one of thaula®arked sections of J-G Cutoff, Wood
River to Fairfield that was in need of the attentad the trail preservationists. On Sunday,

October 14, the remainder of that section was kb and marked by more members.
One main item of business that was cared for was th
election of new board members and officers for the
chapter leadership. Wally Meyer and Gil Wyllie did
not run again as board members and Jane Wyllie
resigned as one of the appointed chapter historians
Dell Mangum, Blackfoot, and Norma Dart, Nampa,
were elected to the open board positions. All other
positions, as seen on the last pagérafl Dust, were
reelected and reappointed for another year.

Mary Catherine Rainwater Pettijohn
Ann Pettijohn Tomlinson, Nampa, 1D
(Mary Catherine was the Grandmotherah
Tomlinson, a new member of OCTA.)
>>>>>>>>>xJacob and Lucinda Rainwater were married
in August 1858, in the aftermath of the Lincoln vs.
Douglas debates on slavery and freedom. They lived
Hannibal, Missouri, too close for comfort to theuble
' that was brewing. Their first child James (Jimmyas
almost two years old when Mary Cathernmas born
on a warm mid-summer day, the™6f July, 1861, just
when her husband-to-be [Dyer Pettijohn], at\@ds
joining Berdan’s Sharpshooters at Fort Snelling,
Minnesota. The Civil War had begun and he was to
later be engaged in the Battle of Gettysburg.

Members of Lucinda’s family, the Williamsons,
Holmans, and Greenes lived in the Oregon terrigdry
that time. And one of Mary’s uncles, John KeifeiirRa
water, freighted goods from Corvallis, Oregon, to
Boise, Idaho. He had written letters urging histibeo
to join them in Oregon. Missouri was on the edgarof
untamed western frontier, the kind of country that

*JOHN & NANCY MARSHALL ATTENDED MEETIN
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During the board meeting the regular officers’ népo

were approved, the convention planning was briefly

reported, the Montpelier, ID, Ezra Meeker trailrsig
(Continued on page 2, “Meetings”)

Jacob loved, and he succumbed to the lure of rich
farmland in Oregon, and the chance to leave the
(Cont. page 2, “Mary Catherine”)



(MEETINGS, from page 1)
wording was finalized and the report by Jerry
Eichhorst about the progress on the BLM byway
project was accepted. The cooperative effort on a
historic information plaque at Canyon Creek Station
site on the Oregon Trail was discussed. This wll b
dedicated during the convention wagon train’s camp
that site. A report was given on the recent NP&dda
Oregon scouting trip, which will result in a book o
trail signs and interpretive sites. This will bebpshed
before the 2008 Nampa Convention.

General reports were given and approved during the
membership meeting along with the reports and board
recommendations from the board earlier meeting. A
petition was circulated and signed for Dave Welch,
which is a support for an accurate area descrigtiwh
preservation effort for the South Pass, WY, histori
trail area. Business expenditures were discussgd an
the OCTA award to Jim McGill for the Overland
Journal preservation article (mentioned in Auglusil
Dusi) was alluded to. Upcoming activities were
reviewed with an invitation to visitors for the
immediate trail marking plans—afternoon & next day.
(Story on a later page.)

Jim Payne and Pat Rhodesrecent new IOCTA mem-
bers from McCall, ID, attended the meetings for the
first time--traveling many miles to be involvedancy
Marshall, Curator for the Elmore County Historical
Foundation, and her husbahohn were visitors in
attendanceAmy Ballard, Fairfield history researcher
and writer also attended. All five had part in tresl
marking on Oct. 14.

Abbreviated minutes of both meeting will be incldde

in laterTrail Dustissues, and copies of complete min-

utes can be obtained from Kay Coffman, Secretary,
(Email on the staff list, last page

(Mary Catherine, from page 1)
warring states and make a home in the Northwest
Territory. Mary was too young to remember thattfirs
trek west by ox team.

The wagon train traveled over plains and mountains
where firewood was plentiful. On the plains, buffal
chips were used for fuel. An occasional dry camg ha
to be prepared for in advance. Accidents and si&kne
took their toll and unmarked graves were added to
many along the Oregon Trail. After the three-month
journey they settled first on a farm they rentedrne
Albany, about seventy miles south of Portland. They
lived there for about five years.

Ann Tomlinson Historic Photo

MARY CATHERINE , 4 YOUNG CHILDREN—ROSS LEFT
Not a lot has been recorded about the eight ydars o
their first residency in the northwest. Jacob’'siéaf a
sister and other relatives had stayed in Miss®hien
the war was over Jacob decided to return ‘home’ to
Missouri. They sold everything but a few personal
belongings and set out in a wagon for Sacramento
where they would take the train east. That trigktoo
four weeks. At age eight, Mary had the adventure of
both wagon and rail travel back to the home of her
grandparents, James and Delilah Rainwater.

Meanwhile, Uncle John Kiefer had quit freightingdan
moved to the new town of Dayton, Washington, north
of the Blue Mountains on the Touchet River. He had
bought timberland and started a sawmill and coradnc
Jacob to move back to this paradise. So in hey earl
teens, Mary traveled across the plains and prairies
third time in 1875, when she was about fourteen.

They left Missouri the first day of May. Her yoursge
sister, Evaline, was about four and a half. A grotip
relatives and friends accompanied them and they
formed a good-sized wagon train. Jacob was capfain
the train and Mary rode a little buckskin pony ndme
Lady or walked. Her job was to help drive theleatt
By the time they reached Colorado it was already to
late in the year to make it the rest of the waythsey
stopped and built cabins and shelter for the stock.

In the spring they started on, headed for DaytdwirT
road took them past Colorado Springs and Denver,
where they stopped for two days to rest the stdbk.
first day out of Denver it snowed. At Laramie her
father and Uncle John Green took on a day’s job of
sheep shearing. [After crossing much of Idaho] the
wagon train crossed the Snake River at Three Island



Crossing. The river was high with spring runoffeyh
caulked their wagon boxes with tar and rags. Oae m
was drowned as he became tangled in the harness
[when] he tried to swim beside his team.

As the wagon train neared Boise, Uncle John Green
became ill. He grew worse and they stopped a day,
thinking to rest him. But he still grew worse. €jh

sent a rider on their fastest horse ahead to Boise
bring a doctor. He came, but John was beyond help a
died the next day, leaving Aunt Nan and their three
children. She continued the trip to Oregon where he
sister Martha Williamson Holman lived.

In Dayton, Washington, Jacob took up land on Robin-
ette Mountain and he lived there the rest of s li
Mary went to school in the little Lone Pine school
house on Robinette Mountain. Her daughter Erar]late
cherished a little book, wrapped in silk and cedilape,
which was given to Mary by her teacher for excaléen
in her schoolwork. She had little chance for school
elsewhere, moving about as much as they did, aad Er
marveled at her mother’s fine handwriting and her
good use of English.

Mary got a job during summer vacation when she was
fifteen, working for an invalid lady in Dayton. Di@ag
veteran and frontiersman Dyer [Pettijohn] cameiregll
on the lady and it wasn't long before he transtkhis
attentions to the pretty girl with the dark bluesynd
curly black hair, [Mary]. Before school days rolled
around again, they were married. Mary and Dyer bega
their life together on the farm on Pettijohn Mounia
name it bears to this day.

[Ed. Note] Mary and Dyer eventually had 8 children.
Ross, born in 1891, was Ann Tomlinson’s father. The
family lived in several places in Washington anddo
time in Canada, eventually settling near Kimbelily,
Ross and his wife, Hilda, married in 1919, moved to
Melba, ID, and there Ann was born and went to sthoo

The complete story of Mary Catherine, a heart-
warming account of much of her life and related to
emigrant trail travel, can be obtained from Ann at
annt51@cableone.néfhis includes detailed early
information on many family names of pioneers.

OREGON TRAIL LITTER CLEAN UP

It may be rare that good cement Oregon Trail marker
posts are hauled from the trail back to a warehduse
that was what happened west of the Parting of the
Oregon and California Trails, west of Raft River in
Idaho. In 1988, someone lead a scout project talins
cement posts on most of 9 miles of the Oregon &tail

this location. The scout sign that was also insthivas
intended to reflect some pride and to give credtitlie
work, but the mess that soon was found on thdtdichi
little to reflect any positive accomplishment!

HOW NOT TO PLANT A 150 POUND CEMENT MARKER!
More than 40 of those whole markers, the broken-up
cement that had been added to the bases and some
broken-off markers soon became little more thaerlit
Many had been set every tenth of a mile, about 175
yards apart! Many had been buried only 12-14 iache
with a little bowl of cement poured around in thedds.
A few planted a bit deeper were actually brokerbyff
the herds of cows that used them for scratchingspos

When in 2005, I-OCTA members reset some posts
properly, 24-36 inches deep with cement basespeo o
wanted to over-mark that great trail—much of whikh
Class #1. Concrete markers were reset about 43 to .
miles apart, but no one was equipped then to haul
about two tons of markers back to the warehouse! (A
few carsonite markers supplement the cement posts i
places.) The project for September 29, 2007, was th
needed clean-up along this trail.

JIM BALLARD, A TRAIL CLEANER, & WIFE, MYRTLE
I-OCTA President, Doug Jenson, V.P., Lyle Lambert,
visitors Jim and Myrtle Ballard, and Patti and this
Editor started the day in a snow storm, which had
blown in during the early hours. The snow ceasad, b
the day continued cold and damp. This was a good
thing, however, because by this time of the year th
trail foliage was thick and would have been very-¢r
a possible fire hazard! The heavy lifting of paststo




the trailers as well as sledge-hammering of cement
from some bases helped sustain needed body warmth!

SIGN “The 9 miles of Oregon Trail to the East of this
point are some of the best preserved Oregon Teaut r
nants in Idaho. Because of thig motorized traffic is
permitted on the trailThe trail can be seen for 8 miles
on foot or horseback by following the cement masker
designating the actual trail ruts. Those who tduk t
route were Oregon bound. At the East end of the
remnants, near Raft River, is the point where the
wagons going to California turned South. This p@nt
known as ‘Parting of the Ways.” [Sorry ‘Rut-Nuts,’
we did not carry the markers out on mules, butheeit
did we damage that great trail!]

MORE JEFFREY-GOODALE MARKING
After the chapter meetings on October 13, as men-
tioned above, Rod Gonzales of Camas Creek Ranch,
Manager of the Moonstone Ranch, met a group of
IOCTA members and visitors and escorted them to the
area of Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff across the subpanth
south of Moonstone Mountain. Then the group was
entrusted to search the trail crossing area arse ¢he
gates for the afternoon. How much OCTA people have
appreciated private land owners over the yearalfor
lowing preservation efforts on their land. Thankiyo

Camas Ranch owners and Rod Gonzales, as well as his

wife who was involved in the permission effort.

On the east side of the area, 18 miles east dfié¢ldir
where the trail ran west from Poison Creek, thevihea
grown sage brush area was found to contain enough
visible trail segment to mark and map the routee Th
planted grass land across the middle and western pa
of the ranch had been cultivated in such a wayahat
small east-west ridge between two parts of the el
not been disturbed. Fine trail swales were founthen
ridge—as deep as 4-5 feet in places.

DELL MANGUM, NEW BOARD MEMBER, ON THE TRAIL
Across about 3.5 miles only one old marker was doun
where the present two-track dirt road is the tiile
swale segments running from the east had no ewvedenc
of prior identification. The afternoon was spentisl

Mangum, Norma Dart with a friend, Becky Davis, and
the McGill couple in finishing the ranch route bét
trail. (Becky had also been involved a year agsoime
trail marking.) One deep mud-hole caused a binof a
interference, but Dell’s truck dragged this Edisor’
shiny, brush scratchedblue Ford truck out of the mess!

On the following day all five of the first time atidees

to the membership meeting also showed up to become
involved in that day’s marking. Along 7 miles okth

trail only one old marker was discovered agaiaph
peared that the present road which follows thé tied
been marked at one time. The participants scouted f
the real old ruts, and several long segments ibf tra
were found in parallel, following the natural drages.

AMY BALLARD DROVE THE FIRST TRAIL MARKER

AMY PHOTOS JOHN & NANCY MARSHALL WITH NEW
MARKER, AS JIM PAYNE AWAITS WITH HIS CAMERA

Various conditions of ruts were found, some deeply
eroded, some filled with brush and some quite plain
visible, but with years of weathering having male t
expected changes. The accumulated evidences of the
continuous trail, now with 22 new markers, is erfoug
to satisfy most rut-nuts—for at least one day!

One trail section on the west side of Rock Creel ma
not have been before discovered. Hmigrant Trails
of Southern Idahgoublished in 1989 by the BLM and
Idaho Historical Society, had on one map indicated
route that was an impossibility—up and over a steep



ridge face. The trail, without markers, was actuall
found to loop to the NW and back to the SW, follow-
ing Little Poison Creek and a side gulch. Theretthi
was hiked for about .5 mile and marked.

PICTURESQUE VIEW TOWARD LITTLE POISON CREEK
From the Little Poison Cr. loop and over the waster
ridge, the group then followed a newer power lioad
down west toward Poison Creek and the Moonstone
Ranch. Though the brush was thick in the bottora of
dry drainage area paralleling the road on the south
enough evidence of the old trail in the drainags wa
found to follow it for about another mile.

PAT RHODES, THE MARSHALLS, JIM PAYNE, RUT-NUTS

LETTERS AND NOTES

Dear Jim, |want you to know that | really appreciate
receivingTrail Dust Thanks a million for letting me
keep up with what is going on, but | don’t wanstto

be a burden on the chapter [our complimentary ddpy!
can no longer operate the typewriter. | can onlgrate
the pen with a lot of uncertainty. My son-in-lanai@
Lawyer is helping me with this letter.

My health had greatly deteriorated. | can only get

around with a walker. We have moved to Mesa

Arizona where our daughter Rosalie is taking cére o

us. | really miss being able to participate in the

activities of OCTA. Ralptaughan
1108 E. Nielson Ave, Mesa, AZ 85204

Bill [Wilson], Mary Michaelson will be sending you
a proposal for a talk at the convention. She doe=xa

cellent PowerPoint presentation on Phoebe Goodell
Judson's Oregon Trail journey [a Goodale cousing S
[will be in touch] soon. Susan Badger-Doyle

Jim, | went out on the main Oregon Trail with Wally
and Bill where it crosses Ryegrass Creek yesterday
[10/6/07]. Lots of good ruts. | should have a pabem

as | could have put in a post where it crosses the
road. Saw a place where about a dozen barrels must
have been left as there were 20 or 30 barrel hoops,
including one set of three still standing vertigaih

each other. We were supposed to have met with the
rancher whose land the North Alternate crosses
through where the graves are on Ryegrass Creek. He
was supposed to tell us all about what he knows. Un
fortunately he ended up not being home and didetot
me know that ahead of time. We had no choice but to

explore new territory. Jerry Eichhorst
Eichhorst Photo

OREGON TRAIL SWALE , BARREL HOOPS ARTIFACTS

GIFT-A-MEMBERSHIP TO OCTA!
Theminimal cost is worth a lot to otherthat you care
about, and would like to see involved! This stavdl
expose the recipient to our great people, expesgnc
and publications—often initiating a continuing ruit!

We must also remind you thahen you renewyour
OCTA membership to check your chapter duaiso

and include the amount. A number of folks have
renewed and forgotten, and then we are told by-head
guarters that they did not renew the chapter. Some
intended this choice, but others have wonderedtivay
Trail Dustlabel date did not indicate their renewal!

Check youlT. D. address label datad be

sure you are renewed on time! If we have just eeinb
given your updated info about member renewal, which
also sometimes happetet us know now

CONVENTION PLANNING MEETING
Next—Dec. 11, 07, 6:00 PM, Nampa Civic Center,
joint with Canyon County Historical Societoard.




I-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFE
Doug Jenson President [ensondd@ida.net
Lyle Lambert Vice-Presazaports@bigskytel.com
Jerry Eichhorst Vice-Pres. jeichho@mail.com
William Wilson - - Treasurer ma_bill@msn.com
Kay Coffman - Secretary minikatz2@aol.com
James McGill-Preservationwmcgill@pobox.com
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 1dahoOCTA.org
Peg Cristobal- Historian (see below)
William Wilson — Membership Chair (above)
Wendy Miller —Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com
Board of Directors
Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com
Dell Mangum (New) target@cbyteusa.net

Norma Dart  (New) nodart@cableone.net
Clair Rickets virginia@northrim.net
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net

JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA
305 MELBA DRIVE

NAMPA, IDAHO 83686

NEW BOOK grfranzwa@msn.com
The Mormon Trail Revisited Gregory Franzwa
This is a guidebook to the Mormon Pioneer Trai, th
route Brigham Young and his 2500 Mormon pioneers
took from the city of Nauvoo, IL, to Council Bluffs
Omaha in 1846. Plus the 1847 route of the 143 mem-
bers of Young's vanguard company from Omabha to the
valley of the Great Salt Lake. Here are the driving
direction showing present-day travelers where ito tu
their steering wheels to follow the path of thengers

as closely as possible over today’s roads. Mo#tase
roads are gravel, a few are hard packed dirt, some
narrow concrete, and almost none are interstate hig
ways. There are 200 photographs taken in 2006-2007
in those 284 pages. These are historical vignettes.
Religious history? Practically none.

NEW OCTA AND |-OCTA MEMBERS
Jerry & Darlene Cornilles, Nampa, IDRon King,
Nampa, Ralph Shultz, Nampa, Mike Gable, Nampa,
Patti Sweet Nampa, Celia Quignon, Nampa, ID.




