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CONVENTION ISSUE # 4—POST-CONVENTION 
FIRST BOISE VALLEY OCTA CONVENTION IN 19 YEARS     EDITOR 
Though OCTA members did attend the convention week in Pocatello, ID, in 1997, toward 
the eastern side of the state, the opportunity to come back to the western side 19 years later 
(Boise in 1989) did allow IOCTA and NWOCTA an opportunity to showcase some better 
developed trails, some recently discovered routes, and bus tours that seemed not to fall short 
of the hype and promise that had been spread before the convention. (The program also in-
cluded elements of the eastern Oregon Utter train route, those sign-marked death sites, and 
the extension of Goodale’s Cutoff to Baker Valley.) In fact the many verbal and email re-
sponses that have followed the convention have offered a picture of great satisfaction and 
enjoyment. Few glitches marred the week’s celebrations, sharing, learning, and experiences. 

 
AUGUST 3, PRE-CONVENTION TOUR--1863 VARIANT OF GOODALE’S CUTOFF, LUNCH IN THE SHADE, BIG WILLOW CR.  
The program’s research paper offerings, emigrant his-
tory related presentations, and workshops were selec-
ted from many outstanding submissions, and the deci-
sions by Roger Blair and his committee proved to be 
excellent choices. Thanks Roger Blair!  
 

The five workshops were well attended. Top choices, 
first the Pursuit of the Beaver, Trappers, etc., with 
more than 90 people attending, and Clothing for the 
Trail and Firearms on the Trail nearly tied for second 
place with about 55-60 attendees each. Jim Payne, 
       (“First Boise Valley OCTA,” page 2, top left) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gunfight At Farewell Bend-Once Again! 
April 1, 2008—Update           William J. Wilson  
“A point was finally reached where we were to bid 
farewell to the dread Snake river. Several trains 
camped there that night. Among them was a man 
named Wilson, a brother of ex-Senator Henry Wilson 
of Colusa county. Cattle had been rounded up and oxen 
placed under the yoke. Wilson became involved in a 
quarrel with a young man in his employ. Suddenly 
both drew revolvers and began firing at each other. The  
                    (“Gunfight,” page 4, top left)   



 

  THREE ISLAND CROSSING, GLENNS FERRY, ID, 2008--BILL  WILSON. ONE MULE DROWNED DURING REINACTMENT    

FIRST BOISE VALLEY OCTA (Continued) 
Norma Dart, and Mary O’Malley presented the trap-
pers, and Wendy Miller offered her vintage trail era 
clothing display. Ken Swanson included a fine collec-
tion of old firearms with his workshop materials. Kathy 
Hodges led the Interviews to Document History, and 
Sharon Brown and Paul Lee led the NPS, Long Range 
Interpretive Plan for gathered conventioneers.  
 

Robert Meinen offered a keynote speech concerning 
the need to lead/assist young people in their apprecia-
tion of natural and historic resources, including trails.  
                                                               Bill Wilson Photo 

 
 DON SHANNON TOPPED-OFF 25 YEARS OF RESEACH &    
    THREE GREAT BOOKS WITH HIS PRESENTATION!  
Don Shannon documented the Indian-white encounters 
along the trails in and near Idaho, during the 1850’s 
and 1860’s. The books are a wonderful collection of 
accurate history about tragedies that emigrants suf-
fered. Thanks Don! People need to obtain his books! 
James McGill then offered research facts related to a 
portion of Goodale’s Cutoff in Oregon, and many 
photos and maps of the rediscovered trail remnants. 
Lynn Porter presented information about deaths that 
occurred along the trail, burial practices, today’s meth-
ods of identifying graves—including her work with her 
human-remains detecting dogs—and the controversies 
surrounding grave marking and vandalism.  

Ezra Meeker introduced his friend, George Bush, with 
Ray Egan’s guidance, and once more the old trail pio-
neer and early preservationist, Meeker, shared some of 
his life’s adventures. Mary Michaelson delved into the 
history of the extended Goodell/Goodale families, and 
detailed the life of Phoebe Goodell Judson and her hus-
band. Pat Packard spoke about and identified many of 
the plants that were used along the trails, and the iden-
tities of various groups that used more than others. 
 

Jim Henderson presented many photos of the emigrant 
inscriptions along the trail, and discussed the most 
recent high-tech ways (polarized light and digital 
enhancement) of making faded inscriptions show up 
for their filming. Paul Nettleton, from a historic ranch-
ing family in Owyhee County, recounted some of the 
Joyce/Nettleton ranching history. He also identified 
some of the legends of the past which have handed-
down, verbal accounts but have little recorded support, 
and he brought together some of the related facts of the 
historic trails and mining in and near his ranch and 
range land. 
 

Dave Welch, during his presentation, closed out sever-
al great years of leadership as OCTA’s National Trails 
Preservation Officer, and listed many of the successful 
accomplishments in trail preservation that OCTA has 
had a part in completing. He suggested several forms 
of continued preservation, and called upon members to 
get more involved in helping with OCTA’s preserva-
tion, appreciation and enjoyment, and education of the 
public. He is now taking over as Chairman of both the 
Mapping and Marking Committees to continue in 
related duties for OCTA. (Jim McGill had resigned his 
position as National Mapping Chair after several years 
of service--somewhat limited service because of many 
other involvements as IOCTA’s Preservation Officer.) 
 

Dave left the position with many inspiring and pleasur-
able comments, and with good suggestions for future 
efforts toward more trail preservation. He also called 



attention to some areas that are somewhat threatened 
with wind machine installation, power lines, and other 
modern intrusions to trails and view-sheds. He also 
encouraged people to get out on the old trails and focus 
on self and others sharing the “emigrant experience!” 
 

Most of these presentations were fully recorded by a 
guest to some parts of the convention, Jim Meyer, who 
lives only a few blocks from the Civic Center. The 
presentations will soon be made available on a CD. 
                                                                Bill Wilson Photo 

 
  TRAIL HIKE ON ONE OF JERRY EICHHORST’S TOUR  
All of the meals, related activities, and entertainments, 
and the sharing of old friendships and building new 
ones made the whole week a time of refreshment, 
encouragement, and reenergizing for all attendees. We 
are so glad to have shared Idaho with all during that 
scheduled and extended week! 
Convention Awards Banquet night presentations: 
Meritorious Achievement Award—Larry Jones; 
Elaine McNabney Volunteer Award—Mary Ann 
Tortorich & Jerry Eichhorst; Distinguished Service 
Award—Glen Corbeil, Mark Baltes & Eleanor Craig; 
David Welch Preservation Award—David Welch; 
Outstanding Educator— Nancy Schoonover & Afton 
Patrick &; Friend of the Trail —Kim & Allen Thomp-
son Richard & Arlene Schmitz, Gary Naughton, Nick 
Ihli, Gary Franklin, Paul Nettleton, Lyle Lambert, and 
the last four, BLM member/partners to OCTA, Jeffrey 
Ross, Mary Oman, Richard Hill, Dean Shaw. 
 

Other special awards were given in cooperation with 
the BLM offices in Idaho and Wyoming. Rock 
Springs BLM office gave a special recognition to 
Dave Welch for his preservation efforts in Wyoming. 
The Idaho BLM presented to IOCTA President Doug 
Jenson, by the hand of Deputy State Director Susan 
Giannettino, an award/ recognition certificate for 
IOCTA. It states: “With sincere appreciation to the 
Idaho Chapter OCTA, Oregon & California National 
Historic Trails Preservation in Idaho. The Idaho BLM 
proudly recognizes and extends its appreciation to its 
valued partner, the Idaho Chapter of the Oregon-
California Trails Association, for its members' years of 

volunteer service to mark, monitor, and protect the 
Oregon and California National Historic Trails in 
Idaho. August 2008  United States Department of 
Interior, Bureau of Land Management - Idaho"   
 

Last and surely least, in this Editor’s opinion, Jim 
McGill was given a BLM “Sincere Appreciation” 
award related to his IOCTA Preservation Officer posi-
tion. It is an oversized certificate that states: “In recog-
nition of your long-standing commitment and tireless 
efforts to monitor, mark, preserved and research the 
Oregon & California National historic Trails in Idaho. 
August 2008, United States Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Land Management—Idaho”  
                                                       Ann Tomlinson Photo 

 
PATTI’S LAMBERT-CREATED, ANTIQUE GATE CLOSER  
One glaring error was the lack of an additional name 
upon this certificate, Patti King-McGill , my every-
step-of-the-way partner! Lyle Lambert’s  IOCTA 
award to Patti, her “Golden Gate Closer” award, had 
much meaning. Though she endured some awkward 
monents at presentation, her appreciation could not 
have been greater! (With some early reluctance about 
being the leader, Patti became the most-time involved 
person in the collection and organization of the Raffle/ 
Silent Auction activities for the convention, and her 
success was a boost to her intrinsic satisfaction, her 
work so much pleasure and well done!)           
--------------------------- 

Hi Jim , Here are [some figures from the convention]: 
Live Auction      -         $2,585 
Silent Auction    -          1,112 
Raffle                -          1,461 
Total                             $5,158 ------Kathy Conway 
---------------------------- 

[Thanks for all the photo sharing by so many peo-
ple. Jerry Eichhorst will be using many of them for 
a convention slide show at www.IdahoOCTA.org 
unless you indicate you do not want your photos to 
appear. All will be credited. There will be contin-
ued convention reporting, later developments, and 
shared photos in later issues of Trail Dust.      ED] 
_____________________________________________________________ 



                     “Gunfight”    (continued)   
duel ended by Wilson falling from his mule, a dead 
man. The young man rode away and was seen no more. 
A grave was dug, the dead man buried and within two 
hours the train was in motion. There was no time for 
tears or ceremonies. Winter was coming on, and the 
terrible mountains must be crossed. Besides the dread 
of an Indian attack was ever present.”---Reminiscences 
of a Pioneer, Thompson, Col. William, c1912 
 

Jerry Eichhorst, researching Oregon Trail diaries of the 
early 1850s, discovered this citation and forwarded it 
to me, along with the website address  
(http://infomotions.com/etexts/gutenberg/dirs/1/1/5/0/1
1508/11508.htm ) where the entire Reminiscences  
…could be found.    
 

The incident recorded, appeared to be the one I had 
written about last spring, in the June 2007 issue of 
Trail Dust.  As I read the entire story of the trip west in 
Col. Thompson’s Reminiscences…, I discovered that 
he indicated that his family had come west over the 
Oregon Trail in 1852. But we had found not only in the 
Fothergill diary but in several others, documentation 
that indicated the gunfight incident had taken place on 
August 15, 1853. So, did Thompson relate a story that 
took place the following year, to spice up his tale of his 
travels as a young boy out to Oregon? 
 

I forwarded Jerry’s email to Sharon Hobart, the lady 
from Texas that I told about in my first story about 
“The Gunfight At Farewell Bend.” She was naturally 
excited by this find, as well, and also questioned the 
year that Thompson said it happened.  She brought to 
my attention a couple of mentions of “Fathergill” as 
being a member of the train with whom Thompson’s 
family traveled. Later, she also found two mentions of 
“Thompson” in the Fothergill diary, possibly referring 
to Col. Thompson’s father or some other relative. Just 
enough clues to further whet our interest in solving this 
apparent disparity in the year of travel.   
 

Checking the 1860 census on Ancestry.com I found a 
William Thompson, age 14, which appeared to be near 
the correct age for Col. William Thompson at that 
time. His father was Samuel Thompson, age 50, mo-
ther was Margary, age 47, and he had two older bro-
thers, John, at age 21, and Samuel, age 18.This census 
information would be pertinent in comparing with 
Donation Land Claim records of his father’s claim.   
 

Chapter II of Col. Thompson’s Reminiscences.... is 
titled: “Our First Winter in the Willamette Valley.”  
The first sentence is: “The winter of 1852-53 will for-
ever be memorable in the annals of pioneer days in 
Oregon.”  He continues, explaining about the priva-

tions they endured that first winter.  In the first sen-
tence of the third paragraph he again refers to “the 
terrible winter of 1852-53.”  Col. Thompson clearly 
believes that they arrived in the fall of 1852, when he 
would have been six years old.  He explains that they 
spent that first winter on the claim of a man named 
John McKinney, two miles from the town of Jefferson 
(just east of Albany, OR). That first spring he tells how 
his father went looking for a claim.  “Nine miles north 
of Eugene City he purchased a ‘claim’ of 320 acres, 
paying there for an Indian pony and $40 in cash. To 
this place we moved early in May, ….”   Again, this 
location, “Nine miles north of Eugene….” is pertinent 
for comparing against their DLC location. 
 

In the next paragraph he relates how after moving to 
their DLC, they had to return to Mr. McKinney’s place 
and harvest the winter wheat they had sown.  “Accor-
dingly, my father, accompanied by my two older bro-
thers, the late Judge J.M. Thompson of Lane County, 
and Senator S.C. Thompson, Jr., of Wasco, then boys 
of 12 and 14 years, went back and cared for the grain.”  
These would appear to be the two older  brothers be-
fore mentioned in the 1860 census, John (21) and Sam-
uel (18), who would have been about 14 and 12 in 
spring of 1854 (if the first winter was actually 1853-
54).   
 

Now to Samuel Thompson, father of William Thomp-
son on the 1860 census: there is only one Samuel 
Thompson shown to have a Donation Land Claim. He 
and his wife were issued DLC 1503 from the Roseburg 
office, 330.34 acres at T16S, R3W, Sec. 6 & 7. That 
location plots out on a Linn County (Metsker’s) map as 
being about 2/3 in Linn County, and 1/3 in Lane 
County, about 1½ miles west of the current I-5 
freeway.  Harrisburg, the nearest post office noted on 
the page they’re on, on the 1860 census, is about 5 
miles northwest of this claim.  And this claim further 
plots out almost exactly 9 miles north of the center of 
Eugene, OR (as Col. Thompson claimed in his story). 
It is as follows: 
 

    1503  THOMPSON, Samuel G., Linn Co; b 1809, Ky; Arr    
    Ore 23 Sept 1853; SC 11 Aug 1854; m Margary L. 3 Sept  
    1834, Tenn.  Rights to this c were sold to Thompson by  
    James H. Carter, Mar 1854.  Aff:   Iredon (X) Baber,  
    Henry Hays, Hiram Smith, John M. Thompson. 
 

This tells us that Samuel would have been about 50 
years of age at the 1860 census (depending on what 
date his birthday fell).  He was married to Margary, 
which again agrees with the 1860 census. And he 
purchased the DLC from another emigrant, which is 
what Col. William Thompson says (mentioned above).   
 

But, the “kicker” in all this: Samuel Thompson’s DLC  



records declare that the Thompson family arrived in 
Oregon on 23 Sept 1853! 
---------------------------- 

I hope the telling of another reference to this killing of 
Wilson at Farewell Bend has not been too boring.  
There have been several other diaries that mentioned 
this incident, but Thompson’s says: “Wilson became 
involved in a quarrel with a young man in his employ.  
Suddenly both drew revolvers and began firing at each 
other.  The duel ended by Wilson falling from his mule, 
a dead man.  The young man rode away and was seen 
no more.”  This makes us aware of the new informa-
tion that the murderer was employed by Wilson.  And it 
explains how he escaped punishment by hurrying 
ahead (Fothergill’s diary entry says: “They talk of 
trying the culprit tonight.”  But I could find no mention 
of that happening---and now we know why) .      WJW  
_____________________________________________________________ 

LETTERS AND NOTES   
Dear Roger and Jim, Following is the text of a letter 
we sent to OCTA Hq today: “Dear Travis, Enclosed is 
our check for $150 to be applied to the general endow-
ment. It is our way of recognizing the great work done 
by the co-directors of the very well planned, well 
executed and most enjoyable 2008 convention. Our 
thanks to Roger and Jim--and of course to Susan and 
Patty--for all their hard work.    Ray & Maura Egan” 
------------------------------- 

To Jim & Jim [Henderson],  Here's what I thought I 
knew BEFORE "the inscription,” [Which Jim Hender-
son had pictured]. James Mavity was born in Bureau 
County, Illinois in 1844. His mother, Martha Watson 
died in 1850. James father, John, remarried in 1856. 
Lore has it that James left home soon after as he could 
not get along with his stepmother. He joined the Civil 
War via the Missouri Volunteers (Union) at 17. He was 
wounded in the Civil War. After the war he became an 
"Oregon Trail rider". James' Illinois family had lost 
track of James and they'd heard from another "scout" 
that he'd been killed by Indians. James married Louisa 
Dee Workman in 1883 at American Falls, ID. After the 
turn of the century James re-established contact with 
his siblings. 
 

What I now know. James' inscription establishes him 
in Wyoming in 1852, 4 years BEFORE his father re-
married. So much for the wicked stepmother. So, how 
and why was James in Wyoming in 1852 at age 8. 
Who was he with? What did he do between 1852 and 
1861 when he joined the Missouri Volunteers. What 
did he do between 1861 and 1883. Why did he wait 
until he was 39 to marry? Please feel free to use any of 
this information. Someone out there may see it or read 
it or hear about it and have more to tell me about my  
great-grandfather.              Regards, Ron Reynolds   

LOCATION, ROCKY PEAK, LINCOLN COUNTY, WY.-JIM   
 HENDERSON—SUPPORTED, NPS COST SHARE GRANT 
----------------------- 

Hi, Jim: What a great party!  I'm so glad that I atten-
ded and so honored to have been given a speaker slot.  
I have attached a few pictures, but have more, if you 
want them. I have some with the Good[ale] descen-
dants and some have you in them … hope you say it's 
okay to send them to you.  Even if you don't use the 
photos in the newsletter, I think you would like to have 
them anyway.  Mary [Michaelson] 
------------------------- 

Jim, Here is a photo that I want to share with you. 
Martha Jane Roberts, buried 22 August 1862, aged 18 
years, 1 month, 16 days. Member of Goodale 1862 
group, buried outside of Salubria, Idaho. Nina 
Hawkins, Cambridge, ID.  [The Goodale tour group 
visited the grave site in a meadow near the old trail.] 

 
----------------------------- 

Steve Soran,   On behalf of the Friends of Stricker, I 
thank you for the fine lunches you prepared on August 
3rd for a historical/geographical tour of the Twin Falls 
area for attendees at the Idaho Oregon Trails Associa-
tion national conference. The food was ample, tasty, 
and fun with the surprise sweet goodies. The bubble 
gum especially elicited memories. We very much 
appreciate the support you have given us over the 
years. Thank you and your staff for providing ongoing 
community support. Yours truly, Marian J. Posey, 
Past President, Friends of Stricker, Inc. 
------------------------------- 



Jim,  This was [Nick’s] horse shoe with hard surface 
on toe and heels....new 07-07-08  Drove NICK and 
TINA from Montpelier, Idaho to Nampa., Idaho, (@ 
456 miles) on the Oregon California Trails Association 
Jeffery/Goodale Cutoff Wagon Train. Arriving in 
Nampa on 08-04-08 ... This half of the shoe was  
still nailed on tight. The other 7 shoes show lots of 
wear but are still serviceable......  DEL MANGUM  

 
---------------- 
Jim, Thank you for all your help. I really enjoyed the 
convention. It really opened up a whole new world for 
me, which I did not know existed. I have lots of great 
information  and materials to share with our fourth 
grade teachers. Mr. Fairbanks has made it possible to 
add the marker emblem to be placed at Pioneer Ele-
mentary, where I work. It was fun to meet him and 
realize I have been involved with many of his grand-
children and that they attend or have attended Pioneer 
Elementary. We are all gearing up for another 
school year of learning and teaching and looking 
forward to seeing the students after their summer 
break. Have a great year.   Joni Barry [NNU Class]  
------------------------- 

Hi Mary Ann & Jim : It was a great convention . We 
enjoyed it very much. All of your hard work paid off. 
Many thanks for the registration survey and its results. 
All of this will really help us at year end to get ready to 
Hike the Hill [Congress] again. Bill & Jeanne Watson 
                                          ------------------ 

Dear Bill and Jeanne, It was all Jim's idea and it was 
a super one that all other conventions will be asked to 
partake. As you said, it was really something that will 
help you in your efforts. I am grateful that Jim and 
Roger let me be a part of it. Thanks for the note, MAT 
[Only 88 people of over 400 responded. Please send 
your volunteer time and expenses for convention to 
Travis at headquarters to add to totals.  ED] 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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1. Call to Order:  By Doug Jenson at 4:25 pm, during 
the OCTA 26th Annual National Convention at the 
Nampa Civic Center, Nampa, Idaho. Forty-two mem-  

bers were in attendance. Doug dispensed with the 
reading of the minutes during this meeting. 
    1. Reports:  A. Treasurer: Bill read the treasurer’s 
report which shows a CD balance of $2,321.23 and a 
checking account balance of $3,996.36.  Bill reported 
that the Chapter currently has 199 members, 59 new 
this fiscal year (many of the new ones bought by Jim 
McGill), plus 11 Trail Dust only subscriptions; four 
memberships have expired.  MOTION by Peg to 
accept the treasurer’s report, second by Phil, carried. 
   B. Website: Jerry gave a short presentation on the 
website and provided the address for the new members, 
which is:  www.idahoocta.org   Jerry reported that he 
keeps it updated with the Trail Dust newsletters, dri-
ving guides for trail sites around the State, introduc-
tions to new trail related books recently published, etc. 
    2. Old Business:  A. BLM Scenic Byway Booklet & 
Interpretive Signing: Doug presented the published 
booklet that Jerry worked on for the last year and a 
half. Jerry recommended that to see the trail ruts and 
sites from Glenns Ferry to Bonneville Point, use the 
booklet. Jerry complimented the BLM for their contri-
butions of maps and some photos and in piloting the 
project.  Jerry reported that the interpretive signing 
connected with the BLM Scenic-Byway Booklet will 
begin next spring with big map signs at each end and 
interpretive signs along the route. 
   B. Preservation: Jim reported that the BLM is putting 
together some money to work on the Lander Project 
next July and that this year’s grant is being extended to 
next year for reimbursement of some of the costs. The 
work will be done from the Wyoming border to Ft. 
Hall where it comes into the main trail Jim will contin-
ue marking, mapping and rechecking throughout the 
season. Jerry stated that he has been out marking the 
newly discovered North Alternate Oregon Trail with 
the assistance of Bill. Doug mentioned that there’s a 
movement to buy more land in the City of Rocks and 
Wally Cox would like a letter of support from I-OCTA 
MOTION by Peg for Doug to write a letter of support 
for City of Rocks to buy land, second by Bill, carried. 
   C. Elderhostel: Doug reported that the two Elder-
hostel tours have been cancelled due to high fuel prices 
but they hope to continue the tours again next year. 
   D. Report of Expenses and Hours: Doug reminded 
everyone to write down and submit all their time, 
mileage and expenses for anything they do in con-
nection with OCTA.  It was reported in the National 
Board Meeting that last year OCTA got credit for 1.75 
million dollars of volunteer expenses and hours 
   E. Co-Ed Database, Paper Trail: Doug reported that 
the next News from the Plains newsletter will have 
information on how members can access the on-line 
database of names of emigrants appearing in trail  



diaries as a free benefit of membership. 
   F. Old Oregon Trail Fairbanks Medallion Dedication:  
David Fairbanks, whose father sculpted in 1924 a 
bronze medallion with counsel and encouragement 
from Ezra Meeker that depicts the trek of a pioneer 
family in a covered wagon, reported on the dedications 
of the placement of two medallions this week.  A large 
historic medallion was placed on a huge sandstone 
rock on the Staples property at the corner of Eagle 
Road and Chinden Boulevard on Wednesday morning, 
August 5.  A smaller medallion was placed at Canyon 
Creek Station on the trail in Elmore County with the 
arrival of the wagon train at the site on the way to the 
Convention.  Both highly valued medallions were 
generously donated by the Fairbanks family with 
attendance at the dedications around 200 each. Mike 
Faircloth of E Clampus Vitus and their organization 
and Brian Cook, Staples Manager, were contributors of 
money and efforts in placing the markers.  MOTION 
by Jim for I-OCTA to pay for an OCTA and I-OCTA 
membership for a year for Brian Cook and an amend-
ment to also send him a letter of appreciation, second, 
Mary Alice, carried.  MOTION by Suzi to also send a 
letter of appreciation to Stan Norstebon, owner of the 
Canyon Creek Station property, for their cooperation, 
second Jerry, carried.  MOTION by Jerry for I-OCTA 
to pay for an OCTA/I-OCTA membership for a year, 
family of Stan Norstebon, second Phil Miller, carried. 
   3. New Business:  A. NPS GPS Machines and Win-
dows Vista:  Doug reported that there’s a compatibil-
ity problem between the GPS machines and Vista, but 
our older ones will be replaced with a newer model 
that will be compatible with Vista operating system. 
   B. I-OCTA Activities for Rest of 2008: Doug asked 
for suggestions for things to do trail-wise. Dell said 
that he noticed while making the wagon train trip 
around Big Butte that some of the BLM wooden signs 
have been shot up and some have the wrong trail 
names.  Jim said we can contact BLM about it so they 
can fix them. Sarah Despain suggested we work with 
the 4th grade Idaho history classes to introduce them to 
the Oregon Trail. Jim replied that [OCTA may] have 
an NPS grant to print materials that will be donated to 
classrooms, and we will find opportunities to take the 
youth on a trip on the trail. Jim said that we had 12 
teachers sign up for credits for attending the Conven-
tion. Afton said that as a long-term 4th grade teacher 
she suggests that the new teachers get the OCTA 
member address book and look up members in their 
area to contact about talking to their students about the 
trail.  Jerry mentioned that a video will be available 
from Idaho Public Television about the wagon train on 
the Oregon Trail also; Suzi said that it will be an hour 
long documentary and Norma said they told her it will 

be available next March. Brian Bean asked if the 
Chapter has done a simple demographic analysis by 
county and asked if we could put something in the next 
newsletter to show how many members are in each 
county now that we have so many new members. [We 
hope to have info collected for the next paper. ED]     
   C.  Combined Fall Board & General Membership 
Meetings:  Doug asked if we want to continue having 
both of our fall meetings on the same day instead of 
separate days.  MOTION by Peg to hold the Fall Board 
and General Membership meetings on the same day 
and the same place, second by Afton, carried.  Bill 
mentioned to contact Jerry, the Election Officer, if any-
one is interested in being Treasurer next year; election 
of officers will be held during the membership meet-
ing.  A meeting date of Saturday, October 4, was 
decided upon and Peg and Afton will locate a place in 
Twin Falls for the meetings.                                              
   D. Everyone introduced themselves; their names are 
listed above in the Call to Order section of the minutes.  
Dell related that he got interested in crossing Idaho by 
wagon train while attending last year’s Convention in 
Gering, Nebraska.  He wanted to drive through the 
parking lot with his team and wagon and since that 
didn’t happen, he decided to do it this year in Nampa; 
he just didn’t know that the parking lot was 456 miles 
long. He graciously acknowledged Norma Dart’s 
assistance with the arrangements and stated that he 
would like to make the trip again on a little different 
trail. Jim mentioned that Jan Bowman is a descendent 
of Tim and Jenny Goodale and three more descendants 
will be present at the Convention this evening.                
   4. Closing the Meeting:  At 5:25 pm, Jim moved to 
adjourn, Peg seconded, carried. Meeting adjourned. 
Kay Coffman, IOCTA Secretary. *** [Unabridged 
copies of minutes can be obtained from Kay.   ED ] 
_____________________________________________________________ 

TRAIL DUST MAIL & EMAIL LISTS  
This Editor tried to keep the mailing lists up to date, 
but the business of preparing for and executing the 
convention hindered this. We hope all is now caught 
up! Please check your mail label for correct the date in 
blue . If your membership is soon due, please renew. 
(It takes some time to get renewal info from OCTA.) 
 

We love to share our trails and have “comlimentary” 
copies sent to several exchange-paper groups, and a 
few to individuals who have contributed to trails work. 
If we have not heard from you for a long time please 
respond to the editor that you have an interest and want 
to get Trail Dust. Some list revisions/deletions will be 
done soon to lower mailing costs. Your $10 subscrip-
tion will insure that Trail Dust continues: (Bill Wilson, 
5204 Waterwheel Dr., Boise, ID, 83703-3130) 

 



I-OCTA OFFICERS AND STAFF              
Doug Jenson - President            jensondd@ida.net  
Lyle Lambert Vice-Pres. azaports@bigskytel.com 
Jerry Eichhorst  Vice-Pres.      jeichho@mail.com  
William Wilson  – Treasurer & Membership Chair 
                                                   ma_bill@msn.com 
Kay Coffman - Secretary       minikatz2@aol.com  
James McGill-Preservation  jwmcgill@pobox.com  
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster      IdahoOCTA.org  
Peg Cristobal – Historian               (see below)       
Wendy Miller –Lib. info@canyoncountyhistory.com  
              Board of Directors   
Peg Cristobal                  crispp@mindspring.com  
Dell Mangum                         target@cbyteusa.net  
Norma Dart                          nodart@cableone.net 
Clair Rickets                       virginia@northrim.net 
Fred Dykes                             fdykes@prodigy.net  
_____________________________________________________________ 

NEW TO I-OCTA AND/OR OCTA  
Donna Kemper, Meridian, ID. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JAMES W. MCGILL, EDITOR  
IDAHO CHAPTER OF OCTA  
305 MELBA DRIVE 
NAMPA, IDAHO 83686 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IOCTA Board & Membership Meetings 
It is a go for the meeting Oct 4th at the Addison  

West Restaurant in Twin Falls.  It is reserved 9 AM 
until at least noon, just like the other time. 

Directions to get there come into Twin Falls from 
freeway, on 93 then keep on going through town 

until you reach Addison Ave (5 streets come 
together) take the right street, west, which is 

Addison Ave.  Continue west coming to one stop 
light and continue on west. The restaurant is on the 

north side of street in second block, plenty of 
parking in back.               --------Peg Cristobal 
9:00 Board meeting,  10:00 Member Meeting  

 

PM-Box Canyon State Park, North Alt. Field trip 
_____________________________________________________________ 

    KEEP WATCHING JERRY’S UP-
DATES -- WWW.IDAHOOCTA.ORG   
_____________________________________________________________                                                                 
     
 


