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by Suzi Pengilly 
Photos by Bill Wilson 
 
“A good time was had by all” at the 
spring IOCTA membership meeting in 
Hagerman April 25.  Members conducted 
a three-hour long business meeting, 
enjoyed a slide presentation during lunch, 
then toured local sites.   
     Among the topics of discussion was 
mapping efforts planned for the upcoming 
season.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is undertaking an ambitious emigrant 
trail mapping program this summer and anticipates opportunities for OCTA members to 
participate.  Although not all BLM mapping will be completed to the National Park 
Service’s MET (Mapping Emigrant Trails) standards, important GIS and condition 
assessment work is being planned for the Owyhee, Four Rivers, Jarbidge, Burley, and 
Pocatello field offices of the BLM.    
     The need to organize more trail activities to attract and retain members was also 
discussed.  Jim McGill mentioned the teachers’ institute he organized as part of last 
year’s national convention. In the 1990s the State Historical Society and OCTA hosted 
similar institutes.  The classes are well received by teachers, who return to their 
classrooms eager to share the information with their students.  The downside is that 
organizing and executing these classes takes considerable time and commitment on the 
part of OCTA members.  Field trips and mapping work planned for this summer will 
hopefully interest new and “seasoned” members.  Ideas for similar activities or trail 
monitoring programs are always welcome.  MEETING cont. on page 2 
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by Amy Ballard 
 
One topic that came up at this spring’s 
board of directors meeting was how it 
can be daunting for new members trying 
to get involved in IOCTA. Maybe you 
had a blast at the ’08 convention in 
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Nampa, but find yourself wondering, 
“How do I get to know other members? 
How exactly do we preserve the trails? 
Oh—and what in the world are these 
pounders I keep hearing about?” 
     Going on an outing is the best way to 
learn what we do and how you fit in. It’s 
also a great way to make new friends, 
learn some history, get a little exercise 
and enjoy the beauty of our state. 
     The first outing I attended took place 
near Fairfield, where I live. I had found 
out about the Idaho chapter meeting on 
the Web site during historical research 
for my writing. I’d never met anyone in 
the group, but called Jim McGill and 
received a hearty welcome to attend. 
     When it was time to mark part of the 
Jeffrey-Goodale Cutoff, Jim and Pat 
Payne invited me to ride along in their 
vehicle. We covered a lot of miles, 
stopping frequently to drive Carsonite 
markers into the ground with a pounder 
along what was, in the early 1860s, a 
busy cutoff of the Oregon Trail. In some 
places, wheel ruts were plainly visible. 
In others, we had to rely on outside 
information like satellite imagery to fill 
in the gaps. 
     Some of the markers replaced old 
ones that had been vandalized. Others 
simply connected the dots for anyone 
attempting to follow the trail. 
     We stopped for picnic lunches and 
enjoyed the fresh fall air in the Sawtooth 
foothills. I soaked up a lot of history, 
both from walking the trail itself and 
from listening to some really 
knowledgeable people. 
     That outing with IOCTA got me 
hooked on trails. Now I’m one of the 
“rut nuts.” 
     If you’ve never gone trail marking, 
check out our upcoming events here in 
the Trail Dust and on the Web site. 
We’d love to have you on board! 

MEETING, cont. from p.1 
Jerry Eichhorst reported on progress 
working with the Idaho Transportation 
Department (ITD) toward recognizing 
the main Oregon Trail from Glenns 
Ferry to Boise as a back country byway.  
After much work, Eichhorst is ready to 
submit the proposal to ITD. If accepted, 
funds will be available to produce a 
driving guide and install interpretive 
signs and promotional materials along 
the route. 

 
Riley Creek Falls during the after-meeting 
outing 
     During lunch, Suzi Pengilly gave a 
presentation on fur trade Fort Hall and 
archaeological investigations conducted 
there in 1993.  Fort Hall, a National 
Historic Landmark, is located on today’s 
Fort Hall Indian Reservation. Access is 
restricted. The work verified that the 
nineteenth-century fort was indeed 
located where a monument was placed in 
1920. Suzi explained the need for such 
verification in Federal agency planning 
of erosion control work along the Snake 
River upstream from the fort site.   
     After lunch, Peg Cristobal led a tour 
of the local fish hatcheries, the source of 
Billingsley Creek, and a possible 
Northside Alternate trail route. Mark 
your calendars--at the fall membership 
meeting October 10th in Jerome Peg 
will lead a follow-up tour of associated 
sites upstream. All members are invited. 
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I would like to thank Suzi for covering 
the meeting. She did a wonderful job and 
allowed me to “be in two places at the 
same time.” Thanks a million!  

—Amy Ballard 
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by Bill Wilson 
 
The March and April 2008 issues of the 
Trail Dust featured my articles about 
Frances Maxon. To my surprise on Feb. 
16, Jim McGill forwarded the following 
e-mail to me: 
 
From: Maggie Junkins 
Subject: Frances Adelia Maxon 
 
I was in absolute shock this morning to open 
your Trail Dust website and discover two 
issues with articles concerning my great 
grandmother, Frances Adelia Maxon as well 
as two early pictures of her.�
My mother, Margaret Mary Coston, was a 
child in Seattle when her great grandmother 
Fanny lived with her and her parents, Bert 
(Rubert) and May Coston.  She has told me 
many stories of her wonderful grandmother 
who she loved dearly. Her grandmother 
lived with them or near them from my 
mother's infancy until she died when my 
mother was a teenager.�
��
Thanks.�
Maggie Junkins�
Daughter of Margaret Mary Junkins�
Granddaughter of Rubert Frederick Coston�
Great Granddaughter of Frances Adelia 
Maxon 
 
     I forwarded the e-mail to Maureen 
Gobel, who had originally contacted me  
 

through Jim McGill and who provided 
me with much of the material for my 
story, “A Six Husband Hitch,” which 
included my great grandfather John 
Sybile McGaffee as the fourth “hitch.”  
Maureen was equally astounded, and 
said, “It was a good thing I was firmly 
anchored to my chair when I received 
this.” 
     In her e-mail, Maggie included 
pictures of her great grandmother, 
Frances Adelia Maxon. In many of them 
she holds Maggie’s mother, Margaret, 
when she was a baby.  As her youngest 
son’s first child, Margaret clearly 
became Frances’s favorite grandchild.  
Maureen and I received numerous other 
e-mails with pictures as well as text, 
including several pages of Frances’s 
efforts to write the history of her 
family’s trip from Milton, Wisconsin, to 
Walla Walla, Washington. There was 
even a picture of “Mr. Hart,” the sixth 
husband, but no first name. And there 
was a 24-page history of the Costons in 
OR, WA and ID, that included the text 
of Frances’s divorces from Coston and 
McGaffee. Reading them, you get a 
different picture of this woman with six 
husbands; starting married life at 14 
clearly didn’t help her to make wise 
decisions in choosing later husbands.  
But she seems to have had a happy life 
after she married Aldice Davis, 
especially after they moved to Seattle. 
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Have content for the Trail Dust? 
Send to amy@amyballard .com . 
Submissions are subject to editing for 
length and/or content. 
For communication related to your 
subscription, please e-mail 
IdahoOCTA@gmail.com. Thanks! 
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�
Rupert and 
“May” 
Coston’s 
daughter, 
Margaret 
Mary 
Coston, and 
her grand-
mother, 
Frances 
Adelia 
(Maxon) 
Davis, 1916 
�
       

     The most interesting picture to me is 
of an unknown man and Frances dressed 
in fancy clothes. It shows my great 
grandfather McGaffee, presumably on 
the day he and Frances were wed, Oct. 
30, 1896. His pose is almost identical to 
a picture that I had of him and my great 
grandmother, Melissa McGaffee, 
probably taken in the early 1890s in 
Grangeville before her death in 1894. I 
quickly emailed my picture back for 
them to compare. (You can see that 
picture of my great grandparents in the 

March 2005 
issue of Trail 
Dust.) 
�
Wedding 
picture of 
John 
McGaffee & 
Frances 
(Maxon) 
Romero,  
Oct. 10, 1896 
 
Toward the 

end of her life, in Seattle, Frances 
attempted to write down her memories 
of when she, at age 9, and her family 
came west to Walla Walla. The first of 
these was a handwritten note, written a 

couple of months before she turned 70 in 
1920.  
 
The note and the conclusion of this 
article will appear in the next issue.  
�
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Saturday, July 18 
 Lander Road outing (in eastern Idaho) 

Passenger vehicles fine, high clearance 
not required. Details pending. 

 Contact: Doug Jenson 
 
Saturday, August 8 

City of Rocks tour led by Wallace Keck, 
COR Park Supervisor.  Plan is to travel 
the Salt Lake Road south of the park to 
the Kelton Road station and the 
California Trail over Granite Pass to 
Goose Creek.  High-clearance vehicles 
required. Tour limited to 4 vehicles and 
16 people.  Contact Jerry Eichhorst for 
more information. 

 
August 19-22 

Nat’l OCTA convention, Loveland, CO 
 
Saturday,September 19 

North Alternate Oregon Trail tour led by 
Jerry Eichhorst.  Plan is to follow the 
route of the newly-discovered route 
from the crossing of the Snake River 
near Salmon Falls to where the Kelton 
Road joined the route at Clover Creek.  
If time permits, the remaining route 
westward to Hot Springs Creek can be 
followed. High clearance vehicles will 
be required. Contact Jerry for more 
information.   

 
Saturday, October 10  

Fall membership meeting at Jerome 
Public Library, 10 a.m. 
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by Jerry Eichhorst 
 
Fort Boise was a trading post located near the mouth of the Boise River.  It was built in the fall 
of 1834 by Thomas McKay to compete with the Fort Hall trading post 300 miles upstream on the 
Snake River.  By 1836, the Hudson’s Bay Company took full control of the fort.  The fort 
consisted of a stockade of wooden poles which were later replaced with adobe buildings.   
     Fort Boise was regularly damaged by spring flooding of the Boise and Snake Rivers.  It was 
repaired and rebuilt until eventually, as the Indians became more violent in the area and the 
trapping and became less successful, the fort was abandoned in 1855.  No traces of the fort 
remain today.  A smaller scale replica of the fort can be found in Parma, Idaho, a few miles from 
the original location. 
     But are you aware of Fort Boise West?  It was not another trading post or fort built to the 
west.  “Fort Boise West” was the name given to a baby boy born in 1852 at Fort Boise by his 
parents, William F. and Jane West.  Clarence Bagley explains in his reminiscence. 
 

“Our route continued 
down the valley of the Boise 
[River] to old Fort Boise which 
was on the bank of Snake River 
near the mouth of the Boise.  
Here we were delayed several 
days by the advent of a son born 
to my Aunt Jane (Mrs. West) on 
the 15th of August. 

I believe we were ferried 
across the [Snake] river here by 
men engaged in that business... 

   
Members of the train 

included William F. West and 
Jane, his wife and my mother’s 
sister.  They had a son born to 
them at old Fort Boise on the 
Snake River near the mouth of 
Boise River.  The boy was named 
Fort Boise in recognition of the 
place of his birth.”   
 Clarence B. Bagley, 1852 

. 
     Census data provided by Bill Wilson 
from Ancestry.com gives information 

about Fort Boise West and his family.  
In the 1860 census, 35 year old William       
F. West was working as a cabinet maker 
in Santiam, Oregon with his wife Jane, 
age 30, and 4 children, including “F. B.”, 
age 8.  William was born in England, 
Jane in Massachusetts, and Fort Boise in 
Oregon.   
     In 1870, William F. West is listed as 
a minister living in Salem, Oregon.  
“Fort Boise West”, 18 years old, is listed 
as “at school” with a place of birth now 
listed as “Idaho”.   
     Twenty-eight year old “F. B. West” 
was living in Marian County, Oregon, 
near Salem in 1880.  His occupation is 
“Farming” and he is married to a woman 
named Emmy, age 21.  They have an 8 
year old daughter named Mary.   
     By the 1900 census, “Fort B. West” is 
47 years old and still living in Marian 
County, Oregon with wife Emma, now 
age 42.  They have 5 children of whom 
two—Daisy, age 18, and Ebbie, age 
15—are still living at home. 
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Doug Jenson - President 
jensondd@ida.net 
Lyle Lambert - VP 
Lyle.Lambert@yahoo.com 
Jerry Eichhorst - VP jeichho@mail.com 
William Wilson – Treasurer & Membership 
Chair  ma_bill@msn.com 
Kay Coffman - Secretary 
minikatz2@aol.com 
James McGill - Preservation 
jwmcgill@pobox.com 
Jerry Eichhorst - Webmaster 
IdahoOCTA.org 
Peg Cristobal – Historian (see below) 
Wendy Miller –Librarian 
info@canyoncountyhistory.com 
 
Board of Directors 
Peg Cristobal crispp@mindspring.com 
Dell Mangum target@cbyteusa.net 
Suzi Pengilly 
suzi.pengilly@ishs.idaho.gov 
Amy Ballard amy@amyballard.com 
Trail Dust Editor (208) 764-3631 
Fred Dykes fdykes@prodigy.net 
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Idaho Public Television’s Pathways of 
Pioneers: Idaho’s Oregon Trail Legacy 

recently featured the wagon train led by Dell 
Mangum. A resident of Atomic City, Dell 
serves on IOCTA’s board of directors. For 

photos, quotes, and a preview of the program, 
visit 

http://idahoptv.org/outdoors/shows/pathwaysof
pioneers/DellMangumTrain.cfm. 

 
Visit IOCTA online at www.IdahoOCTA.org 
 
We are trying to transition to a digital  
newsletter as much as possible. If you are a 
non-member receiving a paper copy of the  
Trail Dust, please let Amy or Jerry know if  
you would like to continue receiving Trail  
Dust.  You can call or email using the  
information to the left. Thanks. 

 


