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Upcoming Activities 
 

IOCTA Chapter Meeting     October 12, 2024 

OCTA Symposium in Salt Lake City   April 15 · 17, 2025 

OCTA Convention in Pueblo, CO   September 7 · 12, 2025 

OCTA Convention in Chico, CA   TBA 2026 

PROPOSED OCTA CONVENTION IN BURLEY, ID  2027 
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Message from the President  
By Jerry Eichhorst 

 
We had some great activities since the last issue including 

a Model A Car Club tour, driving over Granite Pass, using 

a cadaver dog to search for a lost grave on Little Goose 

Creek, and verifying several graves along the Oregon Trail. 

We also had the annual Oregon-California Trails 

Association convention in Pendleton, Oregon. Details of 

these activities may be found in other articles in this issue. 

All of these were a lot of fun. If you were not part of these, 

you missed out. 

 

On Wednesday, July 31, I met with Kevin Kostka, the new 

Ada County Open Space & Trails Coordinator. We walked 

around the Ada County Oregon Trail Recreation Area and 

discussed the history of the site, ideas for improvements, 

and the Oregon Trail. I had worked with his predecessor 

for many years, but he retired. I am sure that we will 

continue our excellent partnership with Kevin and his staff. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Fort Boise interpretive and site ID signs were installed 

on Friday, August 2. This project started a couple of years 

ago. My thanks to the NPS Trails Office for developing the 

signs, Tyler Archibald and IDFG for working with us to 

locate the signs in the Fort Boise Wildlife Management 

Area, Dave Price for leading the effort and working with 

the various groups to make this project happen and John 

Briggs for developing a generic memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU ) document which OCTA can use for 

all such projects. Paul Dinwiddie went with me to the 

installation and helped put the interpretive signs together. 

 

Idaho is currently blanketed in a deep layer of smoke from 

numerous fires in Oregon, California, and Idaho. One of 

these, the Durkee fire, burned hundreds of thousands of 

acres in eastern Oregon including an area along the 

Oregon Trail north of Vale. The BLM has assured me that 

the Alkali Springs and Birch Creek areas were not 

damaged. I plan to visit the areas with the BLM once it is 

safe to do so. A report they sent me on July 30 indicates no 

damage to trail resources: 

 

Thompson Fire: 

The Thompson Fire has burned approximately 2.5 miles of 

the Oregon National Historic Trail (ONHT) alignment east 

of Hwy 84 on private lands. The alignment is intersected 

by several improved gravel roads, which have successfully 

served as fire line containment perimeters for the area. A 

Dozer line was necessary where the western edge of the 

fire line intersected the ONHT, however, impacts to the 

alignment of the ONHT as mapped were avoided. Even so, 

the preexisting integrity of the affected portions of the trail 

is extremely low, as no discernable features or 

characteristics of historic trails were noted within the 

parcel. 

 

Durkee Fire: 

Most of the section(s) in question are interfaced with a hard 

gravel road. Sections of the trail that deviated from the road 

were unburned and were not affected by suppression 

activities.  The most significant portion of these areas is 

located within an enclosure. Large sections of the road 

were either bladed or disked, these activities created no 

apparent disturbance that was not already in place because 

of the existing road and its construction. Two known 

cultural sites located along this section are associated with 
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springs and were lightly burned over. No significant impact 

was observed, and existing interpretive installations are 

intact. Light damage to fencing was observed. Suppression 

activities did not affect these sites upon initial inspection. 

 

More activities are coming this fall. Gary Makey offered a 

tour of the Lander Road in the first week of August, but no 

one was able to join him, so it will be canceled or 

rescheduled. For September, I am looking at a trip to see 

the new signs at Fort Boise and then a trek north of Vale to 

see the Oregon Trail in the burned area. The chapter has 

not been there in many years. This will be dependent upon 

fire conditions. 

 

 

The fall chapter meeting will be on Saturday, October 12, 

starting at 11:15 am. It will be held at the Idaho Pizza 

Company at Orchard and Overland in Boise where we 

have had the fall meeting before. Please come join me to 

discuss the activities of the chapter and the 2027 

convention. After the meeting, we will head to the parks 

along the Boise River in Boise where new interpretive signs 

have been installed as part of the NPS sign project for Ada 

County. 

 

Later in October, I will be speaking at the Idaho Genealogy 

Society Annual Conference, and we will revisit the lost 

grave on Little Goose Creek. We will bring the cadaver dog 

back as well as ground penetrating radar to accurately 

mark the location of the grave. An archaeologist from 

Idaho State University is looking into excavating the grave 

to obtain a DNA sample in the hopes of identifying the 

remains as requested by the rancher who owns the 

property.  

 

Please watch the chapter website calendar page for details 

of these activities. Come join us on the trails.

 

Model A Car Club Tour 
By Jerry Eichhorst

 

On Saturday, June 1, I had the pleasure of leading a group 

of Model A antique cars on a tour of the Oregon Trail from 

Bonneville Point to Canyon Creek. What a great time we 

had! The cars were fantastic, and the people were as well. 

We took many pictures and videos to make a YouTube 

video to be shared with OCTA and the car club.  

 
 

 

Ford Model A detail taken as the ²convoy left on the 

gravel road at Bonneville Point.  

 

From Bonneville Point, we made our way to 

Mayfield shown below. 

 

 

https://idahoocta.org/calendar
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It was so much fun the club wants to do it again next 

year!  My thanks to John McVey, John Briggs, and Paul 

Dinwiddie for their help in shooting photos, videos, 

and drone videos, and for helping with the tour. 

 

 
Drone photo of the Tour entering Canyon Creek 

from the West 

 

 

Jerry led the Tour with Paul Dinwiddie bringing up 

the rear in case of any problems. Despite the age of  

the cars and the less-than-best road conditions, there 

were no problems.  

 
 

 
Another drone shot of the Tour · at Canyon Creek. 

 

California Trail Activities 
By Jerry Eichhorst 

 

In the last week of June, we had two days of 

outings on the California Trail south of Burley, 

Idaho. On Wednesday, James Dayley led us over 

Granite Pass and down the mountain to Goose 

Creek. I had been to the pass many times before 

but have always wanted to follow the California 

Trail down the west side of the mountain.  

 

The pioneers wrote in their diaries about how 

difficult the trip down the mountain was, 

including having to tie ropes to their wagons to 

let them down the last steep descent to Birch 

Creek.  

Looking over Goose Creek Valley from Granite Pass 
 

We also verified a grave along the trail with 

Cagney, a trained cadaver dog. What a fun day! 

Thanks James! 
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Following the California Trail 

 
More of the California Trail 

 

On Thursday we traveled up Goose Creek to the 

mouth of Little Goose Creek with rancher Eric Bedke. 

We used Cagney to find a lost grave which Eric³s 

father told him about many years ago but had since 

been lost.  

 

We also visited Record Bluff to view the emigrant 

names carved in the sandstone and explored the 

mouth of Little Goose Creek Canyon.  

 

We plan to go back in October to document the grave 

in more detail using GPR and an archaeologist from 

Idaho State University. 

 

 
Goose Creek Valley looking south 

 
The California Trail at Record Bluff looking East 

 

 
Record Bluff 

 

 
Record Bluff 
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Record Bluff 

 
Face carved in top layer of basalt on Record Bluff 

 
 

 
Little Goose Creek Canyon 

 
 

 

Cadaver Dog Grave Verification 
By Jerry Eichhorst 

 
To wrap up the last week of June, we used Cagney 

to verify several graves along the Oregon Trail 

north of Mountain Home. I have known about 

these graves for many years and previously verified 

them with other cadaver dogs. This was the first 

time Cagney had worked in the area.  

 

 
Cagney indicating human remains 

 

Cagney verified the possible graves contained 

human remains and also verified two new 

apparent graves in the area, one of which had been 

shown to me in this year³s annual byway tour.  

It is always interesting to watch a cadaver dog 

work. I encourage you to come out when we bring 

Cagney over again. 

 

 
One of the graves in the desert along the Oregon 

Trail 

 


